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The good sense, tender affection, fortitude, and re- 
ligion, of lady Russell, are eminently displayed in 
the following collection of Letters ; to which Dr. 
Birch often refers, in his Life of Archbishop Tillot- 
son, giving also two or three extractsv The letters 
were copied from the originals by Thomas Sellwood, 
who lived in her family, and dedicated them to the 
late duke of Bedford. His manuscript, which is 
in the library at Wobum Abbey, being faithfully 
transcribed, permission was easily obtained to pAb- 
lish this illustrious monument of female virtue. 
May the example of a lady, no less distinguished by 
merit than dignity, excite imitation ! and may the 
conduct of the great be universally influenced by the 
maxim, ** that nobility derives its brightest splen- 
dour from solid piety !" 

The Letters are chiefly lady Russell's ; the others 
are from sundry persons, and some of the highest 
rank, to her. There are added from Birch, a few 
of Archbishop Tlllotson's to her ladyship, they being 
connected with some in this collection ; these are 
distinguished by being placed within crotchets ; and 
also her letter to king Charles IL after her hus- 
band's death. Notes are interspersed, to illustrate 
some passages of the letters, and make the readers 
better acquainted with the person there men- 

tlnnAfl 



TO TU£ MOST NOBLX 

JOHN, DUKE OF BEDFORD, 

MARQUIS OF TAVISTOCK, 
EARL OF BEDFORD, LORD RUSSELL, 

BARON RUSSELL OF THORN HAUGH, BARON HOWLAND 

OF STREATHAM, 
Lord Lieutenant of the County of Bedford, 
And one of hit Mi^^^* Principal Secretaries of State. 



May it please your Grace, 

TuKSB are copies of my lady Russell's letters firom the 
originals. All those to doctor Fitswilliam, were by him 
returned in one packet to her ladyship, with his desire 
they might be printed for the benefit of the public. Those 
to the earl of Oalway were preserved by his lordship. One to 
king William Was found in his pocket, and those to others 
are minutes or copies, all of her ladyship's hand-writing. 
Thousands, that deserved a much beher fate, are not to be 
recovered. - 

Doctor Burnet to my lady Russell, writes—** I know you 
act upon noble and worthy principles, and you have soi 
strange a way Of expressing yourself, that I sincerely ac- 
knowledge my pen is apt to drop out of my hand when I 
liegin to write to you, for I am very sensible 'l cannot 
rise up to your strain," &c. Again, when bishop t>f Sails- v 
bury, he sa3r8 — *' As I have met with all the noble mariu 
of a most obliging goodness and firiendship, so no heart can. 
possibly be fuller of a deep sense of it than mine is : and 
as long as 1 live I will reckon myself as much a property to 
you, as any thing can be that eats your bread s and you 
sad yours may depend upon all that I can ever do, as much 
as if I were bought with your money." 



hath a much more lively sense of these t 

The princess of Orange says—'* I an 
from yours to consider God's providenc 
as to make it easy." 

Doctor Simon Patrick, afterward bish 
" I intend to read over the same authoi 
ship names ; and if your ladyship please 
your thoughts upon any passages, I si 
misers are wont to do their treasure, wl 
it to all the world besides.** And jud 
me — ** He never knew man or woman 
lady Russell." 

Those high testimonies, and the conse 
remaining letters, which, with their exc 
to posterity part of so great a character 
your grace's ever to be honoured ancei 
nourable Rachel Lady Russell's, give 
your grace' will accept of, and be wcl 
transcript. 

I am. 
Your grace's most di 
And most obei 
THOM. 

A. D.4748. 



LADY RACHEL RUSSELL'S 
LETTERS. 



I. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM.« 

Though I am very earnest to hear, good doctor, 
how my brother f is after his journey, and mdan- ' 
choly welcome home, yet I had not troubled you so 
very soon, if some discourse with lord Shaftsbury X 

• A divine, for whom .lady Russell had a great esteem 
and fHendship; he had been chaplain to her father, as he 
was afterwards to the duke of York ; rector of Cottenham, 
in Cambridgeshire, and canon of Windsor ; which prefer- 
ments he lost after the revolution, upon refusal of the oaths. 
Birch*8 Life qf TiUotwn, 

t Lord Noel, who married lady Russell's eldest sister, 
and was afterwards earl of Gainsborough. 

% Anthony Ashley Cooper, earl of Shaftsbury, who mar- 
ried Margaret, daughter of William lord Spencer, and Pe- 
nelope Wriothesley : on being disappointed in his political 
• schemes, he retired to Holland (though he had been a Uttor 
enemy to that state) in November, i6B2, where he lan- 
guished about six weeks, surrounded with a few miserable 
reAjgees, and then gave up the g|hiMXt SvoNori^ \^v^* 



loie ooTetea anu cu*a«^ ^ 

rofltitutes of ambition." Ambition was it 
iaH I to ambition he sacrificed all things; 
dm a courtier ; ambition made him a pati 
tiition, though not after the usual form, h 
Mr. Locke ascribes to him a noble saying, 
not the want of knowledge, but the per 
will, that fills men*8 actions, with folly, and 
disoorder." And it is greatly to be lamei 
not apply it to the regulation of his own lii 
it had probably proved but one continue 
nets and glory to himself, and had been 
uninterrupted series of services to his coui 
making all his powers and faculties the 
sions, be was the instrument of tyranny w 
of aonftision when out t was ever expos' 
disapp(^tm«nts ; and was always more I 
by his own associates. Rapin calls him « 
geniuaes' England had produced for man- 
<* This is the testim<my equally given Y 



It mnat be allowed, that, notwithstar 
stancy, party rage, dissimulation, and 
he was one of die most able and uprig 
*Mw«iiiad in the Court of Chancery. Str 
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my brother, to adjust things as they desired ; but 
since he did not apply himself' to do it, they 
hope he is satisfied how they must proceed, in or- 
der to their trust ; and telling me it was necessary 
they should speak with the person who managed 
the estate, and understood it best, I thought it fit 
to let my brother know it, and so if he please the 
same person (who I suppose to be Holloway) may 
bring up the papers ; and being by so safe a mes- 
senger, my brother may consider whether he will 
not send the. original ones; for their counsel says, 
they must be here, before they can do any thing 
effectually. But my brother will, however, think 
fit to keep attested copies, and hasten -those he 
sends up as soon as possible. This is what their 
counsel advises upon them as necessary, and ab- 
solutely so. 

My lord presents his service to my brother ; I do 
80 too ; and heartily pray to God to comfort him 
in his sorrows, and direct him in all his actions. 
I am, good doctor, your humble servant. 

6 March, lOTp^. 

My kindest service to all the dear young ones. 

gether vith tiiem the coiiimand of his faculties, he drew 
such an argument from his own confusion, as more ad- 
vantaged his cause than all the powers of eloquence could 
haVe done : ** For (said he) if I, who had no personal con- 
cern in the question, was so overpowered with my own ap- 
prehensions, that<I could not find words or voice to express 
myself, what miut be the case of otie whose life depended 
m his own iilHUties to defmd it ?" Ralph. This happy 
turn did*gxeat service in promoting that excellent bill. 



b2 
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II. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

As nnpleasiDg reports seldom miss reaching oor 
earSy so did not that of your sickness many days 
before I could hear how it had j)leased God to din- 
pose of you ; which I applied myself to do (with a 
real concern) by itiy sister AUington, the best way 
I could think on ; and did learn from her the hopes 
of your recovery, which is better for us that you 
shcHild abide in the flesh, though I am persuaded 
you might say, it had been better for you to depart, 
and to be with Christ ! I was glad, good doctor, 
to see a letter under your own hand ; but now you 
must suffer a little rebuke, why you would not di- 
rect it to me : I am resolved to return my thanks 
no other way for your fine cheeses, which are a 
large stock for the whole winter. 

A true friend, I find, will not be discouraged, or 
certainly you would, from the toil of a journey to 
Tltchfield (being weak) at this time of year. I 
wish it may be for the good you design, and then, 
I believe, your respect and kindness both for the 
living and the dead will leave you no room for re- 
pentance. I am doubtful if this paper will find 
you, and therefore shall not enlarge, but sign my- 
self, sir, your ever fiuthfid ftiend and servant. 

2OSept.l60P. 

I desire your good prayers in reqiiect to my pre- 
sent condition; I now drawing near my time, 
looking next niiontb. 
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» 

III. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I WAS sensibly troubled, sir, at the reading your 
letter, to find you seized with a fresh distemper . 
self-interest makes me lament it, for such must the 
concerns of my dear sister's children ever be to nie. 
But I can sincerely assure you, I am sorry Dr. Fitz- 
william labours under the sufferings of bodily pidns ; 
though the freeness of the.mind, «nd the reason- 
ing, and comfortable reflections you are able to 
taiake, are inexpressible comforts, which others 
want, and few can attain to. Lord grant I may 
obtiun in the day of trial, a resigned will and a 
strong belief ! How happy then was the day of my 
birth, which began that of an eternal bliss ! With 
what joy shall we praise God for ever4 And in 
this contemplation, how light should all worldly 
alBictions seem to us ! But here my heart con- 
demns me, who cannot overcome in any degree, as 
I ought, the late loss of my loved sister. I pray 
God forgive my weakness, and that it may not pro- 
voke him to try me with greater crosses. Join 
with me, good doctor, as also that God would assist 
me in my approaching time.* 

My sister AUington was yesterday brought to bed 
of a fine boy. I wish heartily to hear you are re- 
leased of your ill companion. The Jesuits' Powder 

• Lady RuneU, on the Itt of November, 1600, wis brought 
10 bed of a sou, afterwards duke of Bedford, firther of the 
yteientdukf of Bedford. A. D. 1748. 
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w here the infallible cure, and held most safe to be 
taken by the best doctors. 
I aiu, sir. 
Your very faithful friend and servant. ' 
5 Oct. 1680. 

IV. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Your letters are still the welcome messengers of 
good news to me, good ^doctor, and the good will I 
know you send them with, engages my receiving 
them the more kindly ; and my best thanks are doe 
to you for them ; but where our chiefest thanks 
should be paid, I desire that neither myself, nor 
those concerned near as I was, may forget our duty. 
With your usual favour, oblige me by presenting 
my service cheerfully to my brother : I hope he still 
improves in his health. That they may both re- 
joice many years in the well-being of one another, 
is the earnest prayer of 

Their humble servant and yours, 
Tuesday Morning. 



V. 



TO THE KING (CHARLE» II.) 

Indoned by her, *' My Letter to the King » few days after 
my dear Lord's death.*** 

May it please your Majesty, 
' I FIND mybvshtaid's enemies ate not avv^aaed with 
Aia blood, bat still continue to mUT«^««i\.\i\m\!i» 



k 
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yonr ina|csty. 'Tis a great addition to my sorrows, 
to hear yoni' majesty is prevailed upon to believe, 
that the paper he delivered to the sheriff at his 
death was not his own. I can truly say, and am 
ready in the solemnest manner to attest that [daring 
bis imprisonment*] 1 often heard him discourse 
the chiefest matters contained in xhat paper, in the 
tame expressions he therein uses, as some of those 
few relations that were admitted to him, can likc- 
nrise aver. And sure 'tis an argument of no great 
brce, that there is a phrase or two in it another 
ises, when nothing is more common than to take 
ip such words we like, or are accustomed to in our 
xmversation. . 1 beg leave further to avow to your 
lU^sty, that all that is set down in the paper read 
o your majesty on Sunday night, to be spoken' in 
ny presence, is exactly true ;t as I doubt not but 
Jie rest of the paper is, which was written at my 
request ; and the author of it in all his conversation 
irith my husband, tha^I was privy to, showed himself 
IT loyal subject to your majesty, a faithful friend to 
lim, and a most tender and conscientious minister 
yo his soul. . I do therefore humbly beg your ma- 
jesty would be so charitable to believe, that he who 
in all his life was observed to act with the greatest 
deamess and sincerity, would not at the point of 
leath do so disingenuous and false a thing as to 
ieliver for his own, what was not properly and ex- 
nessly so. And if, after the loss in such a man- 

* The words included in the brackets are croned out. 

t It contained an account of all that passed between Dr. 
Buinet and his lordship, concerning his last speech and pa. 
par. It ia called the « Journal" in th^ History of his own 
rhM, vol. i« p. 5GS. 
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iler of the best husband in the world, I. were ca 
pable of any consolation, your majesty only couk 
afford it by having better thoughts of him, vrhkk 
when I was so importunate to speak with your ma 
jesty, I thought I had some reason to believe I shouk 
have inclined you to, not from the credit of m 
word, but upon the evidence of what I had to si} 
I hope I have writ nothing in this that will displeas 
your majesty. If I have, I humbly beg of you t 
. consider it as coming from a woman amazed vdti 
grief ; and that you mil pardon the daughter of i 
person who served* your majesty's father in hi 
greatest extremities, [and your majesty in yot 
greatest posts] and one that is not conscious G 
having ever done any thing to offend you [before] 
I shall ever pray for your majesty's long life an 
happy reign. 

Who am, with all humility. 

May it please your majesty, &c. 

VI. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I NEED not tell yon, good doctor, how little capabl 
1 have been of such an exercise as this.* You wi 
soon find how unfit I am still for it, since my yi 
disordered thoughts can offer me no other tha 
such words as express the deepest sorrows, ao 
confused, as my yet amazed mind is. Bat such mt 
as yon, and {particularly one so much my friend>.idl 

• Lord RuiMllf imr huabtad, was cncuted, or ratlM 
murdered, July 8l« l663. 



I 
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I know, bear with my weakness, and compassionate 
my distress, as you haye sdready done by yonr good 
letter, and excellent prayer. I endeavonr to make 
the best use I can of both ; but I am so eril and un- 
worthy a creature, that though I have desires, yet 
I bare no dispositions, or worthiness, towards re- 
ceiving comfort. You that knew us both, and how 
we Hved, must allow I have just cause to bewail my 
losa. I know it is common with others to lose a 
fdcnd ; but to have lived with such a one, it may 
be questioned how few can glory in the like happi- 
ness, so consequently lament the like loss. Who 
can but shrink at such a blow, till by the mighty 
aids of his holy spirit, we will let the gift of God, 
which he hath put into our hearts, interpose? 
That reason which sets a measure to our souls in 
prosperity, will then suggest many things which 
we have- seen and heard, to moderate us in such 
sad circumstances as mine. But, alas ! my under- 
standing Is clouded, my futh weak, sense strong, 
and the devil busy to fill my thoughts with false 
notionSy difficulties, and doubts, as of a fature con- 
dition * of prayer : bat this I hope to 
make matter of humiliation, not sin. Lord, let me 
understand the reason of these dark and wounding 
providences, that I sink not under the discburage- 
nents of my own thoughts : 1 know I have deserved 
my punishment, -and will be silent under it ; but 
yet secretly my heart mourns, too sadly I fear, and 
cannot be comforted, because I have not the dear 
companion and sharer of-^all my joys and sorrows. 
1 want him to talk with, to walk with, to eat and 

• Two or three words torn off. 



\^au A legrei. iiis quitting a . 
O ! if I did steadfasUy bel 
jected; for I will uot inji 
my mind any inferior consol 
.. No ; I most willingly forsa 
atious, troublesome world, i 
business, but to rid my so 
faith and a good*conscieni 
with patience and courage 
fortnnes, and ever hereaft 
and frowns of it. And whe 
uant of the work appointed 
fully wait for the heavenly p 
time, when by his infinite m( 
worthy to enter into the san 
pose where he is gone, for 
do* fear. From tl 

come my best support. C 
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VIL 
fl. FITZWILLIAM TO LADY RUSSBLL. 

•AM, 

TNiGHT ago I received a letter from your 
, which by its date, the 30th of the last, 
have been near the same measure of tioie 

to me ; and the reason why I deferred the 
rledgment of it to this minute, was to have 
time to return such an answer to it which 
have been accompanied with a little treatise 
;o your circumstances : but the want of lei* 
xasioned through the destitution of a curate 
ss, and the consumption of my time in cor- 

several copies of a sermon sent me from 
I with a great many errors of the press, hath 
o obstructed that design ; and I have now 
•e (because I will defer the cognition of your 
at letter, freighted with divine thoughts, no 

than will serve me barely to name the heads 
ise considerations, which, through God's 
etting them home upon your heart, may for* 
a with patience to support your condition, 

as you represent it to yourself, and have 
leased to do in pathetical expressions to me. 
' they shall have any way this operation on 
r dispose you but to that, I shall, upon your 
ting so much, clothe these dry bones with 
Ad skin, and give them some complexion, 
$t of all, after your use, to whom I devote 
rst, if they may be made subservient to that 
rs la the amne or ilke case, maVe l\i<«a v^*^ 
096, or at least some of tho8e»\ «^l;)a2iiVcL- 



ladyship. »' »V*"='^' ;, the accout 
I am, madam, «P°" . f^endsl 

tooling in "^^^ *"*^o8 read, 
lord lived together, mos 

Sm, to T.e 'o-? »®'S of H 
^ot have too leep a se" 

isolate theme ".dt^^-^fe 

rTJhetBrrrrtwith 

for example, by gaxmg too i^ 
on cnef, thoug" » ^ ^^^^^ 
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these, God's grace, as you most christianly obserre, 
powerfully steps iu to correct them, by putting you 
upon liumbliDg yourself for the dsing, or his iu- 
jeetibn of such an impiety, and enables you to con- 
cur with that motion, in having a kind of hatred 
and detestation of yourself for them. 

In this sense, God brings good out of evil ; and, 
as I remember, the devout St. Austin, in his Con- 
fessions, mentions this as the benefit of sin repented 
of. He means, that it begets humility ; and no 
doubt but God permits many exalted Christians, in 
the degrees towards perfection, to fall sometimes 
into some gi'oss, scandalous sin, to abate their more 
dangerous spiritual pride. 1 do not charge sucb 
imaginations as these, when they enter into your 
mind, but that yields uot its consent to them, as 
direct downright sins ; nor are you, madam, to do 
80 : but however you are to lament them as you do, as 
the unhappy effects of corruption, and endeavour 
immediately to suppress them, and reject them with 
disdain. 

Towards getting rid of such importunate, trou- 
blesome guests, you can take no more successful 
method than to transfer your thoughts from the 
sad object which occasionally excited them, to 
others; as first, to the making reflection on the 
emptiness of the world, when most enjoyed, in one 
respect, that it yields no satisfaction, and its fruit- 
fulness in another; that it produces briars and 
thorns without number, to scratch and tear the 
mind. Hereby you will gain another important 
advantage. Wean yourself from it ; and \i ^orai «x^ 
80 vfennedf you may rather thank GoA. XYv^Jci torn- 
pls/a that you bare been afflicted, even \>^ iXi^ ^^^ 



tue aesire oi yuui cjw.^ , jw- — 
as yott do Ukewise practise, to 
your meditations, where faith a 
can mount them ; I mean, plac 
piness above, which is perfect, 
turbed by the interposition ol 
ual, and not to be concluded fc 
you and* 

VUI. 

DR. BURNETT t TO LA 

I WAS just sitting down to wr 
ladyship's former letter, when 
so now I have two upon me, 
you will be so good as to forgi 

• The remainder gone. 

j After lord RusseU's death. Dr. 
tibe Second's order, discharged fror 
i^iwiHiro. at. St. Clement's; and for i 



LADY RUSSELL'S LETTERS. 21 

siace the bearer is sure, I will say many things on 
which T would not venture by the ordinary convey- 
ance. I must be^n with your last. I see I was 
not mistaken in thinking, I durst renture on say- 
ing, what occurred to me on a thing which in itsdf 
was highly good and charitable, but in such an age 
might, as I judged, not look so well. I can truly 
say the vast veneration I have for your ladyship, 
both upon his account tp whom you were so dear, 
and on your own, which increaseth with every let- 
ter I receive from you, makes me impatient if any 
thing should occur that might be matter of censure* 
I know yon act by noble and worthy principles, and 
you have so Strange a way of expressing yourself, 
that I sincerely acknowledge my pen is apt to drop 
out of my hand when I begin to write to you, for I 
am very sensible I cannot rise up to your strain. I 
am confident Qod has not bestowed such talents on 
yoo, and taken such pains, both by kind and severe 
providences, to distinguish you from most other 
women in the world, but on a design to make you 
im instrument of much good ; and I am very glad 
yon intend to emfdoy so much of your own time in 
the education of your children, that they shall need 
no other governess ; for, as it is the greatest part 
of your duty, so it w^ be a noble entertainment to 
you, and the best diversion and cure of your wounck 
ed and wasted ^^rits. I long so much to see your 
ladyship, and them about you, in this employment, 
that I hope yon will pardon me, if I beg leave to 
come down and widt on you, when the master of 
the rolls goes out of town; for, since it was not 
thought fit that I should go on with tlie Thursday's 
lecture, I am master of my own time during the 



.".^ I shaJl gay no more of 

M the blessed state to wh 
dearest part of yourae°f. ^ 

tow„Vt''h'K^*''"^''''«^^ 

?e «nX?*a„X"r "^ ' 
9n]iA t , ™^y^ possess V 

deep a wound. But I will . 

dismal a subject fnr r V 
on it. "■'^^** 'or I am aft 

^ ^«^*^^e business of then 
and considering how It wL^ 

died U) a very small fi,e Tm 
was-eUher too much o^^^^^^^^^^ 
of the prosecution was tn « 
the printer was t^l .^ '^ 
author. ^ ^'"P^'^d '^i" 



I havp nowA. A-1^ 
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tiJ]^Mr. Pordage went down, and it did not then oc- 
cur to my thoughts. I hope you believe I have all the 
just and high sense of that concern that becomes 
me, and would have been very little troubled, 
though they could have* 

8 Feb. 1683—4. 

IX. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I HAVE received, good doctor, your friendly letter 
and excellent prayers, indeed, very excellent ones ; 
and althopgh neither could have come too soon, yet 
I could not wonder they staid so long. The rigour 
of the season has been extreme as ever was known 
sure in England, or in these parts of the world ; 
but a little time of patience has carried us through 
all the inconveniences and hardship of it, yet not 
without very great and very sharp sufferings to 
numbers of the poorer sort ; the consideration of 
which is a most fit contemplation for my sad 
thoughts, whose sufferings of another nature will 
have a like period ; and, by faith and trust in Ood, 
a happy one, when I shall for ever (as is my hope 
my loved lord is now} be enabled to perform the 
everlasting race of obedience, which here, by rea- 
son of. those strong impressions things in this life 
of sense^ make upon us, is much weakened. But I 
am much encouraged by your allowing that I have 
a just sense of sorrow, and that you saw not my 
mourning so much to be condemned as you appre- 

• What followed it cut off. 



■au I lie *T^^_ 

Mt against such storms:, out „.... 
do all things. As to the two points 
doctor, insists upon, I will first say for 
very confident I shall ever so take ei 
proof, cantion, or advice of a friend in 
ner, as I shall never lose a friend for ac 
of one to me, who shall make at least 
tage by finding such, that I shall be » 
fewer deUberate folUes; by sudden a 
to l>e guilty of many, left to the trouble 
tion of choice alone, as I must now be. 
good doctor, let me engage you to 
same way of proceedinjg ; though I m 
comply with what you ofier to me, yi 
best for me, if I could discern it so. 
first particular concerning a chaplf 
'be untractable. I told you I could 
my distresses without one : for the. 
upon, the distance of time now be 
««^ttled, so as to require the^use of 
----ohtflctions; an 
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as to be able tcy converse peaceably with such as may 
have freedoiD^ in my family, though not of it, with- 
out givin^'offence, and I take it to be the best way 
of gainiq^g good people to our opinions. 

As \o your kind offer of assistance, whenever 
can^ for it, I shall ever use a freedom with yon, 
^C ; but, in a fit return, remember an old proverb, 
not to spur a free horse too fast. Sir, your circum- 
stances, and my heavy ones; may most likely render 
that unfit ; but I shall not in appearance be soon 
in want, seeing my removes next summer will pro- 
bably be very short. For having an eye upon any 
patticnlar person, I must approve, and thank yon 
for your kindness in it; but if you have, let it be 
80} the person may not know it, for this reason, 
aewnl that had- opportunities of seeing me often in 
my first extremities, urged my doing what you have 
dnce done ; and to them I answered as I have to 
yon. Now, if they have been mindful of my neces- 
dties, and have any person fit to * 

Wotmm Abbey, 28 Feb. 1663—4. 

X. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Ti8 above a fortnight, I believe, good doctor, since 
I recdved your comforting letter; and 'tis dis- 
pleasing to me that I am now but sitting down to 
tdl yon so ; but it is allotted to persons under my 
^Usinal title, and yet more dismal circumstances, 
to have additional cares, from which I am sure I 

• Ramtindflr loet. 
VOL. I. c 



•« tWs I am BOW about ; 8j 
<rf «ho8e sorrows thu poi 
refreshments, thoagk, alai 
meotary, ^Us Iwt casting o 
tiMughts to compassionati 
not to weep with those thi 
•ndi discourses and advices 
»e with, whidi I hope yi 
more than once; and if I 

upon this earth, I mean to < 
fess, of aU those have been 
charity has been most aboui 
m aU particulars more sni 
deal with me, sir, just as 1 1 
and 'tis possible I feel the 
'aging griefs, because I woi 
but upon 4t considerations 
natures to have our sore ii 
handled; yet, as most prol 
nay desire, to have mine seaj 
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the best advices, and use all methods jto obtain 
sudi a relief, as I can ever^hope for, a silent sob- 
mission to this severe and terrible providence, with- 
out any ineffective unwillingness to bear what I 
must suffer ; and such a victory over myself, that, 
when once allayed, immoderate passions may not 
be apt to brealc oiit again upon fresh occasions and 
accidents, offering to my memory that dear otgect 
of my deures, which must happen every day, I may 
say eveiy hour,i of the longest life I can lire ; that 
so, when I must return into the world, so &r as 
to act that part is incumbent upon me in faithful- 
ness to him r owe as much as can be due to man, 
it may be with great strength of spirits, and grace 
to live a stricter life of holiness to my God, who 
will not always let me cry to him in vain. On him 
I will wait, till he have pity on me, humbly im- 
ploring, that by the mighty aids of his most holy 
spirity he will touch my heart with greater love to 
himself. Then I shall be what he would have me. 
But I am unworthy of such a spiritual blessing, 
who remain so unthankful a creature for those 
earthly ones I have enjoyed, because I have them 
no longer. Yet Qod, ^^ho knows our frames, will 
not expect that when we are weak we should be 
strong. This is much comfort under my deep de- 
jections, which are surely increased by the subtle 
malice of that great enemy of soals, taking al) 
advantages upon my present weakened and wasted 
spirits, assaulting with divers temptations, as, when 
I have in any measure overcome one kind, I find 
another in the room, as when 1 am less afflicted (as 
I before complained,) then I find reflections trou- 
bling me, as omiss&oss of some sort or other; that 



appointed, beyond which we a 
shrinks to think his time possi 
unwise management. I believ 
myself with snch unprofitable 

XI. 

TO DR. FITZWi: 

Believe me, good doctor, I fi 
reading yonr short letter of 8t1 
but newly received,) before I 
of the 11th March. I have s* 
pen in my hand to do it, an 
dispatching less pleasing dispa 
time was spent before I came 
fore I laid away the pen. 

The future part of my life i 
as perhaps I. would just cho 
long enough gratified; indee( 
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at those which are not seen, expecting that day 
which will settle and compose ail my tamultnous 
thoughts in perpetual peace and qniet ; but am uu* 
done, irrecoverably so, as to my temporal longings 
and concerns. Time runs on, and usually wears 
oflf some of that sharpness of thought inseparable 
with my circumstances, hut I cannot experienqe 
such an effect, every week making me more and 
more sensible of the miserable change in my con- 
dition ; but the same merciful hand which has held 
me up from sinking in the extremest calamities, 
will (I verily believe) do so still, that I faint not to 
the end in this sharp conflict, nor add sin to my 
grievous weight of sorrows, by too high a discon- 
tent, which is all I have now to fear. You do, I 
doubt not, observe I let my pen run too greedily 
upon this subject : indeed 'tis very hard upon me 
to restrain it^ especially to such as pity my distress^ 
and would assist towards my relief any way in their 
power. I am glad I have so expressed myself to 
you, as to fix you in resolving to continue the course 
you have biBgun with me, which is to set before me 
plainly my duty in all kinds : 'twas my design to 
engage you to it ; nor shall you be less successful 
,ifdth me, in your desires, could there happen occa- 
sion for it, which is most unlikely, doctor Fitzwil- 
Uam understanding himself and the world so well. 
On neither of the points, I believe, I shall give you 
reason to. complain, yet please myself in both, so 
for of one mind we shall be. 

I am entertaining some thoughts of going to that 
now desolate place Stratton, for a few days, where 
I must expect new amazing reflections at first, it 
being a place where I have lived in sweet and taJX 
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content ; considered the condition of otben, wd 
thonght none deserved mj envy : 'but I must pmt 
no more snch days on earth ; however, places are 
indeed nothing. Where can I dwell that hi» figim 
is not present to me ? Nor wonld I have it otiier- 
wise ;. so I resolve that shall be no bar, if it proves 
I'eqoisite for the better acquitting any obligation 
upon me. That which is the immediate one, is 
settling, amd indeed giving up the tmst, my dear 
lord bad from my best sister.* Fain would I see 
that performed, as I know he would have done it 
had he lived. If I find I can do as I desire in it, 1 
will (by God's permission) infallibly ^o; but in4eed 
not to stay more than two or three weeks, my 
children remaining here, who shall ever have my 
diligent attendance ; therefore shall hasten back to 
them. 

I do not admit one thought 'of accepting yo«r 
kind and religious offer, knowing it is not proper. 
I take; if 1 do go, my sister Margaret, and believe 
lady Shaftsbnry vnll meet me there. This I choose, 
80 thinking some persons being there to whom I 
would observe some rules, will engage me to re- 
strain myself, or keep in better bounds my wikl 
and* sad thoughts. This is all I can do for myself.. 
But blessed by the good prayers of others for me, 
they will, I hope, help me forward towards the great 
end of our creation. 

I am, most cordially, good doctor. 
Your ever mournful, but 

Ever faithinl friend, to serve you. 

I hear my lord Ounsborough and my lady vnU 
• XliMrtwth Wriotiieriey, afUrwards No«L 
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rtly at Chiltcm She is one I do tnily re. 
1 €80 never regret being near her, though 
igB is Co coarerse with none hni lawyers and 
tarns. 

m Abbey, to April, l664. 

XII. 
R. FITZWILLIAM TO LADY RV98KLL. 

NMolation I long expected, I fovBd hy a lel- 
yoars which came to my hands on the 9d 
; for it relieved me of all my kittle fears, lest 
iedom or confidence I took in debating two 
, in which I differed fnm your honour, might 
isaflected yon (little I call them, beeaase I 
«at hopes that your goodness was such as 
not be distasted easily by any errors o# mine 
tted through imprudence, which otherwise 
dth such a mixture would have operated a 
ical of trouble and affliction,) and cared my 
msness, that at least if it had not offended 
was becaufte it had unhappily taken aaother 
than it was directed, and so miscarried 
oo the way. And since ycm accepted, with 
;h beiugnlty and candour, my liberty in urging 
ma those particulars, 1 am abundantly satis- 
at you see stronger and more cogent reasons 
age your dissent, than those I offered to gain 
oocurrence with my judgment, or rather opi- 
n them. And more, I ought to be, if there 
room for tliat more, since you profess your 
itions to make such a temper£ttnent as, though 
lot.a oompliance with what i thought might 
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be no impradent or wrong advice to one in 

circnmstances, yet will not be an utter r^ectk 

;■ it. Bnt although this be a satisfiaction abund 

i' to content me^ yet the pleasure which another 

of your letter gave me was of a finer and d 

kind, or at least transcending it in degree, wb 

yon gave me more than an intimation, that 

i should offend (in doing that which you ezdt 

to do, and tell me it was your primary intent 

should) either by not considering your conditi< 

I my own, which it is more than probable I may 

will frankly reprove me for any mistake sue 

inadvertency may make me guilty of. The 

descending to take this pains with me, who 

not be incorrigible under your rebukes or ina 

tions, as it is that for which I esteem myself ofa 

I to render your ladyship all real humble thi 

! so it will be the chief motive to animate me to 

^ ceed as I have begun, and as yon desired I si 

continue. 

I do believe most easily (and should without 
, declaration have guessed,) when you come to Strs 

I whither business sdems rather to summon you, 

your own inclinations to carry you, your griei 
be apt to renew itself, that the very place \ 
you have so often enjoyed your lord, envyiuj 
greater happiness of none while you possessed 
\ will refresh this image of him (who is so p 

tually in your thoughts and memory now) on 
imagination then ; and the destitution of hii 
self, will, when you reflect that all the fruitioi 
have left of him, is merely his figure in your f 
cause a stronger sense of your loss, than you 
constantly at Wobnm, where he and you 
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not SO much conversant as at Strattou ; so too, a 
sharper fit of grief than you there feel. 

But this is that against which you are to oppose 
your whole self; and, as I remember I directed 
yon, you are not to permit your thoughts to dwell 
on the object God hath removed from you, nor per- 
mit them perpetually to compare your present sad 
condition with your former pleasing one, in that 
place ; for, if you do, you will not act according to 
your professions, much less your duty, in striving 
against immoderate sorrow; but you lay yourself 
down under it. And you may as reasonably snpr 
pose my thoughts can be fixed on a foul object, and 
I not corrupted, as that yours can be employed on 
your lord,- and the sweet contentmept of enjoying 
him there^ and yet not be saddened to a degree of 
sin. 

Yon are therefore, madam, to divert your thoughts 
to another kind of reflection, and consider, not so 
much what God hath taken from you lately a(. 
Stratton, as what he has left you still untouched at 
Wobum. And that if you grieve too much for the 
one (for I will not think you repine,) you may pro- 
voke him to increase the troubled stream with 
plenteousness of tears, by re-seizing Into his own 
hands some parcel of that happiness which he is 
yet pleased to continue to you in yours there. 

. Madam, you are to meditate on this, that though 
yon cannot enjoy your lord at Stratton, yet you may, 
unless it be your own fault, your God there. And 
you are to labour, from such meditations, to say 
truly with your heart. How amiable and delightfid 
is this place, where He, who is infinitely more va- 
luable to me than the person he gave me, and hath 

c2 
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taken away hence, and in ftrhom that person was 
or ought only to have been dear to me, and thi^ 
place grateful ; the God of all love, and all beant}' 
and perfection, will choose to cohabit with me as a 
husband, unless I refuse the condescension ; and to 
abide with me as a comforter, unless I reject the 
ofier, and obstinately deny to be comforted ! 

Yoift are to bring yourself by such contcttplatieB 
to this pitch, SB to say most sincerely, i^at I be- 
lieve yo« say constantly ; Thy will be done» ny 
Qod and Father! Though I could have beea 
pleased to have enjoyed the harmless delights of this 
place in fellowship with the man thou gavest tte, 
yet I am fully content, seeing it hath been thy plea- 
sure, always directed, with wisdom, and tempered 
wi^ goodness, to demand him ftt)m me, to eigoy 
thee by communication with thee in my thoughts, 
and aspiraitlous after thee in my desires. Seeing 
the one was >hy vnli by thy dispensations to him, 
and the other was thy will in thy creating and le- 
deemlBg me, this shall be my wiU too ; and by this 
idenUty of wiU I will be united to thee, from wbote 
love no tribulation nor distress can separate aw ; 
my own voluntary sins alone can divide me. 

I beseech God to give a blessing to these hasty 
prescrlpdons (fra* the carrying away of which to 
the post the messenger stays) that they may con- 
duce to the doing yon that good they are designed 
ibf* 

I am abnip<ily» but yet in^olably, madaai> 

Your honour's entirely devoted aerrant. 
'<MtttihMn> 7 kiqrk ifie*. 



I 
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XIII. 

DR. SIMON PATRICK TO LADY RUSSEl«L. 
May it please YOVR LADYSHIPy 

I RECEiYED your letter of the llth instant, imd g^vt! 
yoa m^r late but most humble thanks, for 'taking in so 
good p«rt that poor tender of my duty and service, 
which m the sincerity of my heart I made to your 
ladyship ; and though I now find that there was no 
occasion at all for it, yet I cannot" be sorry for my 
mistake, since I enjoy the benefit of it, in reading 
a letter which is so well stored with devout and 
lieawBly thovghts. 

I cannot read without re()oicing, your ladyship's 
sabmiflsion to the divine Providence, in resolving 
all to this. That whatever you find, will be best, 
•nd any thing you could imagine would have been 
worse ; nor without begging of God, in the words 
«f David, i Chron. xxix. IH, to keep this for ever 
In the imagination of the thoughts of your heart. 
For, as your ladyship cannot have a more honour- 
able and worthy, and just opinion of God, than to 
belike that all He does is for the best, so neither 
e^n you entertain a thought which tends more to 
your own ease and satisfaction ; for it is indeed the 
very secret of contentment. And sure there can- 
not be a more reasonable thing in the world, than 
to think well of what God does, and to allow him, 
who is the fountain of love and goodness, as well 
as of wisdom and understanding, to choose better 
and wiselier for us than we possibly can for our* 
seliKes. U is true that some particular providences 



that that very ship was cast z 
sengers in it. In like manne 
zkd in beholding the frame j 
visible world ; for many thini 
appearance seem to be blemi 
yet> upon further examinatio 
very nsefhl and beneficial, tl 
bear testimony to that divine 
once pronounced them to be 
so I donbt not, but by a dilig 
may give ourselves a very good 
as well as of the works of G 
advantages and gracious passa; 
as may force us to ackoowled; 
have been so well without t 
that He of very fedthfulness 
troubled. And as such sensil 
acknowledgments must needs 1 
because thereby we honour ] 
of Him of our own knowled 
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men themselves tliink fit to practise in other mat- 
ters: for who wiJl sell the reversion of a ^reat 
estate for a present penny ? or who, on the other 
hand, will not disburse his ready money for some 
very gainful improvement of it hereafter? And 
yet there is some proportion In these things, for the 
most gainfol improvement U but the same money 
mtdtiplied over again, and the greatest estate is but 
a penny so many times told ; whereas an eternal 
happiness, and, this transitory world's false joys, 
hold no proportion, 

- I intend to read over the same authors which 
your ladyship nsmies, and if your ladyship pleases 
to impart some of your thoughts upon any passages 
in them, I shall value them as misers are wont to 
do their treasure, who envy sight of it to all the 
world besides. Your ladyship's discourse npon oc- 
casion of my lady* Bedford's death I understand 
as an instance of your preparation of mind, and 
readinesi^ to be dissolved, to be with Christ, which 
is cert£unly best for you whenever He pleases. But 
the continuance of your ladyship's life and health, 
if God see it good, is so absolutely necessary to the 
support of your noble family, that I hope they will 
be prolonged, and for the sake of your children 
ought not to be shortened, so much as by an other- 
wise innocent wish. My master's education parti- 

• Anne oounten of Bedford, daughter of Robwt earl of 
Somerset, by Frances, daughter of Thomas Howard, -earl of 
Suffolk, whom he married after she was diTorced from the 
earl of Essex. Francis earl of Bedford, gave his son leave 
and liberty to choose in any family but that : king Char|es I. 
sent the duke of Lennox to move him to give way to it, and 
ha was pievailM on to comeat^^Biog. BrU. 



«ay, that your Jadysbip ough 
inward testimony of your i 
Uisconraged at any weakne 
attend it, for that outweig 
beg your ladyship to presenl 
vice to my good lord of Bed 
have written upon this occasi 
that it had been .proper foj 
not rather have renewed his 
to accept of my hearty tha 
goodness towards me, who a 
Your ladyship's most hu 
And most obed 

May, 1084. 

XIV. 

/ 

TO DR. FITZW 
I^ HAVE received yours, good 
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me to thj^ day, that I ever need such iustmctions, 
as shall help to wean me from binding up my 
life and content in them, though in the best of crea- 
tures in their best estate 'i aiid rery perverse it is in 
me towards my lieavenly Father, if I do secretly 
repine at his dispensing to me, that which my cor- 
rupt nature malreS so necessary for me ; but it must 
be his free effeetaal grace that must perfect the 
work. He has called- me to different encounters, 
and tlfereby invites me to sdr up that grace He has 
put into my heart, and known to be so, by him, 
though n«t by myself, or I should not be so tried ; 
that Power who permits, if not appoints what ;l 
endure, having said, we shah not be tempted above 
what we are able to bear. He has been pitifol to 
my small grace, and removed a threatened blow, 
which must have quickened my sorrows, if not 
added to them, the loss of my podlfiboy. He has 
been iU, and Ood has let me see the folly oi my 
imaginations, which made me apt to conclude I had 
nothing left, the deprivation of which could be mat- 
ter oif much anguish, or its possession of any consi- 
derable refreshment. I have felt the falseness of 
the first notion, for I know not how to part, with 
tolerable ease, from the little creature. I desire to 
do so of the second, and that my thankfulness for 
the real blessing of these children may refre^ my 
labouring weary mind with some joy and satisfac-. 
tlon, at least in my endeavours to ^o that part 
towards them, their most dear and tender fstfaer 
would not have omitted ; and which, if successful, 
though early made unfortunate, may conduce to 
their happiness for the time to come here and here- 
altei; Waea I have done this piece of duty to my 



liTwg among the dead ; I kn 
him any more wherever I we 
covenant with myself, not to 
. sonable fruitless passion, but 
plation whither the nobler pari 
try afor off, where no eaithly p 
nor can put an end to a ha 
would willingly be, but we mus 
I hope to wait without impatic 
As to the information you 
my power tti^e punctual. 1 
chief business is my attendan< 
that is, their persons ; and, til 
strength, I dare not leave him, 
fortnight. I had fixed on th 
from that time to this, good 
been in a constant expectation 
meet me there ; but lady Bedfc 
the child, has kept me yet in 
three teeth to cut, and till t) 
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gaged (as finding it almost necessary) to my afikirs^ 
one Mr. Hoskins ; I grew first acqnidnted with him 
at lord Shaftsbary's, who used to call him oonsia ; 
he is a very worthy and ingenioas man; Now he 
uses to drink Tanbridge waters, therefore I have 
sent to him if he chooses to do so, not to alter Ids 
coarse, for I can defer, as I have done, till he has 
performed it. So you see my uncertainties, but as 
soon as I am fixed you shall be sure to know it, as 
hastily as I can send the notice. Being more cerw 
tain of the other proposition you ofier me concern- 
ing a charity, what I will do in it, I answer to it 
more positively. Yes, I will, sir. 

If yon hear how Watkins has provided for him- 
self, you will be satisfied I have not been injurioiui 
to him at all ; I am within a few days made ac- 
quainted he goes to lord Campden. He has given 
me notice a good while, that at Mtdsummer I 
should be pnmded, but really I did not guess 
where; he did not want my assistance to recom- 
mend him, and it seems lord Campden was dis- 
posed it should be a secret, ai^d so it was to me. 
I take it ^ot ill from him, because I suppose he is 
not acquidnted with the usual way of respectful pro- 
ceeding in such cases. I wish, if he means to go- 
vern himself in so close a way, that he does no 
worse in greater matters, for I believe he will be an 
honest servant. 

I have made this letter so long, it is high time to 
break off, but first I must recommend my wants 
to your retirements, more than ordinary at the 
return of that time of year my miserable days had 
a beginning; which, though I suffer to Slide away 
as easily as I can, yet I mistrust I shall not be aUe 



Lady Northartpton writes me > 
to Chllten ; it seems they have 1( 
my lady Gainsborongh's great goc 
have great slcill to malce Chilten 1 



XV. 
TO DR. FITZWILI 



Thb last letter 1 writ to you, goc 
the 2l8t July ; and I find yours . 
1 conclude yoa had not read min 
yonr» is the kinder, rince 1 find j 
a memory of tha^ return of tin 
this sad and dismid year began 
I- could not past wit with som 
aolemnity ; yet 1 hope I took t 
to convert my anguish into ad 
away from my thoughts those 
ilons they would raise (at such t 
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my boy, at present, with the eare of his sister, tibe 
only worldly business I have in this perishing woild.* 
Yon hear I am at Totteridge, and why i came thi- 
ther, and soon will know I wanted the auxiliaries 
you took care. to send me: sure I did so; but it 
hath pleased the Author of all Mercies to gi^e me > 
some glimpse and ray of his compassions in this 
dark day of my calamity, the child being exceedingly 
better ; and I trust no secret .murmur or discontent 
at what I have felt, and must still do, shall provoke 
my God to repeat those threatenings of making yet 
more bitter that cup I have drank so deeply out of ; 
but as a quiet submission is required under ^1 the 
various methods of IMvine Providence, I trust I 
shall be so supported, that though unfit thoughts 
may haunt me, they shall not break in importunately 
upon me, nor wilU break off that bandage time will 
lay over my wound. To them that seek the Lord, 
his mercies are renewed every morning : with all 
my strength to him I will seek ; and though he kBl 
me I will trust in him; my hopes are not of this 
world ; I can never more recover pleasure here ; but 
more durable joys I shdl obtain, if I persevere to 
the end of a short life. 

I do congratulate your expectations, they being 
sure well grounded; but I wonder a little yon 
diould hesitate whether or no to be hovering there- 
abouts till the issue is ascertained. If you do not, 
I hope you will not balk Totteridge if I am here, 
fvhich I do not intend a day longer than the doctor 
thinks it b^t. He is not averse to giving him a 

• Lady Husseira ddldren were Wriothesley, Raefael/snd 
Cstherine. <. ■ 



fiT.bo»ld be there ".«-.,„ 
,V«a let it alone, in 80 

'^ ^ *?*«& conditio, 
• wlierever 1 am. »"" 

tin«e,gooddoctor^.^^^jrt^a 

Sd August, 1^84. 

I conclude the good^^V ^^ 
«„ nothing to the contrary. 

XVI. 
DR. mZWI''"^" TO U 

l. foraminnteort^ow.th^„,, 



LADY RUSSELL'S LETTERS. 45 

At my arrival here, I found a letter had been 
lodged for me, wrote by your ladyship on that day 
from which you date the begiDDing of your sorrows, 
and reckon a new epocha of a sad miserable life. 
I a^ree with you, as you judge according to the 
sight of your eyes, and consulting nature, that it 
was so, because it deprived you of the enjoyment of 
him whom you prized above, and in whose fellow* 
ship yon tasted a sweet beyond what any sublunary 
things, or all of them together could yield ypu. But 
then if you will estimate that day as a Christian, 
whose life here is by fiuth, and who looks for a life 
of glory, I may venture to say you cannot but estee^ 
it as a happy day, even to yourself: while depriving 
you of the greatest worldly comfort, it gave the oc- 
casion to you of abstracting your heart from the 
world, whose fashion passeth away; or weaning 
your affections from things below, and of attracting 
the one and raising the other to the place where 
they ought to be ; in short, of bringing you nearer 
towards your God, and uniting you more closely to 
him, (the very . contemplation of whom affords 
transcendently sJl the delight it was possible for 
you to relish in a husband,) and how much infinitely 
more will the vision and fruition of him exceed 
them ! This you would have otherwise been with- 
out that day's proridential dispensation. A sore 
one indeed, and such as I could wish its sense we^ 
to be mitigated in you, by my own sharing in part 
of your grief; but, may be, no less mild a method 
WHS necessary for the work ; and there is no doubt 
but the great Physidan of Souls saw that so rough 
a medidne was necessary for the cure of that com- 



bear 118IU5 m« .«. 

•erve it for what I . promuea, » 
your benefit, could I find leisaitB to 
it, as it oiif^t to be, into severa 
can be fit to be presented to yon: 8 
be more agreeable to yoor indin 
my fiincdon, that I should pray th; 
only comfort you, but illun^nate 1 
discerning eye, whereby you may 
been good for you eren to have ] 
afflicted, and that he hath beeo 
sharply dealing with you. 

I understood by this your conci 
signified too before with the req' 
employment of some part of yo 
the assisting in the instmctioc 
dren in my parish, and your pit 
assign the place where it should 
as I return you all thanks, so I 
dispensing it may be a laying v 
«nre in heaven. And since y 
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St. Panl's charch-yard, near Ludgate. I beseech 
Almighty God, who hath overcast all your earthly 
content with so black a dond as yon seem to say, to 
lift op the light of his countenance, and cause his 
face to shine upon yon, and to support ybu wiUi his 
everlasting favour, and to bless you here, if it seem 
good to his wisdom, by continuing to you the tem* 
poral blessings he yet indnlgeth you; and thus 
praying, am. 

Madam, your honour's most humbly. 
And compassionately devoted servant. 

Cotenham, 19Ch Aug. 10B4. 

XVII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

At my return from Totteridge, i did resolve one of 
my fii*st exercises of this nature should be to you ; 
why it was not so, Mr. Taylor might have told you ; I 
desired he would : 'twas his coming to you : and'I 
judged the entertainment of him would be a better 
diversion to you, than a letter from me ; so I de- 
ferred it till his return. Whether the report yon 
had, just-at parting from him, of the good bishop 
of Winchester's * probably hastening to the end of 
his race, which, without doubt, he will finish with 
joy, has called you sooner from your habitation than 
you meant, I know not : it may make this matter 
the shorter, but not prevent my best thanks offered 

• Morley, Irfshop of Winchefter, died 1684. A very emi- 
nent Bum, muSova ngairut popery, with a oonsiderablA share 
of toanuog, and great vivacity of tbonght^-^Bumet* 



for jmn of 13th Angnst, aod for ai 
member, the 3d also ; bnt tf the last 
ledged before, 1 un in uo error to 
yonrs all merit, eteij one of them, the 
meat of my whole life. Aa they belp 
fatUMj away sad hours, so I peiEou 
conseqaence will be profitable Ihroagh \ 
how long goerer the Dispo«er of all tl 
It to last; that it will hanranend.e 
Bents na a conrinciag nrgnment, l^ 
some acqauntance very often, if not a 
what the raging war demniB is ma 
meditation, and more amazingthan Ii 
of in this paper. Bat to me death li 
near as to fetch a portion from my rei 
by it colls on me to prepare ag^nsl 
death, from which, by the merits ol 
mercifbl Redeemer, 1 hope my beU 
livered ; and haring a reasonable grc 
hope, it Is Bnacconntable why I must 
what I TBlned as my own sonl, ii past 
colties of this narrow passage. 

1 find yon hare snlnaltted to great : 
the depriralion of a very dear friend 
are more a conqneror than I, io the Ul 
oat of such depressions as my weak na 
fered itself to be planged into ; bnt w 
made to be strong alike, and I one of II 
Ood'screataresereryway; yetltiibisg 
1 ahonld be singled ont io a calamity. 
do U to suffer his good and holy will, a 
exalted in dne time, though not as Ji 
diTioe comfort here, aod joy hcreafl 
grateAil to my afflicted mind to ran on 
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I am free, that I doubt I give you true cause to wish 
I would use you less like a friend. I am sure I in- 
tended nothing like thb when I took my pen to 
write, but in a short letter to acquaint you with 
what I have not yet touched on — my resolve to try 
that desolate habitation of mine at London this 
whiter. The doctor agrees it is the best place for 
my boy, and I have no argument to balance that, 
rair ooiUd take the resolution to see London till that 
was urged ; but by God's permission I will try how 
I can endure that place, in thought a place of ter- 
ror to me : but I know if sorrow had not another 
root, that will vanish in a few days. Now, doc- 
tor, as soon as I had formed, or rather submitted to 
this advice, which was but just as I left Totteridge, 
(for 1 hastened hither upon it, that lord Bedford 
might have some weeks of comfort in the child be- 
fore I took him from him) I took into my thought 
how the chapel should be supplied — so short a 
warning as I had given myself could never secure 
my being supplied as I desire ; and I considered one 
of your order is not to be used as other domestics, 
so that if unhappily I should have entertained one 
not agreeable to me, it would have been hard to 
have relieved myself; so I lighted on this ex- 
pedient : — ^To invite an old acquidntance of yours to 
fiass this winter with me, and if her husband, Mr. 
Hanbury, could dispense for some weeks with offi- 
ciating himself at Botley, I would be willing he 
should supply my chapel ; being at present unpro- 
vided.: so I ^ve myself this approaching winter .to 
fix. I am sure he is conforming enough, and it will 
not be difficult to any if willing, to act that prudent 
part I formerly hinted, and at which you seemed 

VOL. I. D 
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almost to have some objections against ; but I leave 
that for a discourse. I do not purpose a remoral 
till the end of this month, if the child continues so 
very well as he is, and the weather be toleraibk. 
,M]r lord Gainsborough and my lady have invited 
themselves to great honours from theconrt. My 
lady writes tne word, the charge seems to fright vy 
lord (at present) against another year. 1 adndie 
her conduct to manage all that company at Chiltai. 
I hear my lady Digby * is safely laid of a girl ; tlie 
sex can be no disappointment to them, likdy^to 
have so many. I hope they are a very happy oeo- 
pie ; then, I believe, she does not regret the oppor- 
tunity of being made a courtier. 

The constant uneasy hurry [ was in at Totteridge 
(which a little matter is cause of to so broken a 
mind as mine) made me forget to send the money 
for your poor children as I appointed; and sinoe 
it is so, unless you order other, I will now delay the 
doing it till we meet, or I hear yon are at London. 
In all places I am, good doctor, your assured fHend 
tp serve you under all my i^adness. 

Ist Oct. 1064. 

XVIII. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I HAVE very lately received one of yours from Loo- 
don, andliad one also from Coteuham since I wrote; 
but I had measured your time to be at London » 

• Franoet, eldest daughter of Edward Koel, earl of Oaiw- 
borough, married to Simon lord Digby. 
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near, that I would not send a sad dull paper to 
wander up and down, as some did when you was at 
Famham with the good bishop, whose present state 
yon do in such a manner describe, as maii:es me feel 
at the reading, (though it is not the first time nei* 
ther) a Ughtsomeness I am not used to, and by a 
kind of reflex-act make it my own in prospect. The 
consideration of the other world is not only a very 
great, but (in my small judgment) the only support 
under the greatest of afflictions that can befall us 
here ; the enlbening beat of those glories are suffl. 
dent^ animate and refresh us in our dark passage 
through this world; and though I am below the 
meanest of God's servants that liave not in the least 
degree lived answerable to those opportunities I 
have had, yet my Mediator is my judge, and he will 
not despise weak beginnings, though there be more < 
smoke than flame. He will help us in believing ; 
and though he suffers us to be cast down, will not 
cast those ofi" who commit their cause to him. 

I have, you find, sir, lingei'ed oat my time here ; 
and I think none will wonder at it, that will reflect 
the place I am going to remove to was the scene of 
so much lasting sorrow to me, and where I acted so 
unsuccessful a part for the preservation of a life, I 
could sure have laid down mine to have had con- 
tinued. It was, doctor, an inestimable treasure I 
did lose, apd with whom I had lived in the highest 
pitcli of this world's felicity. But J must remember 
I have a better friend, a ijdore abiding, whom I de- 
sire with an inflamed heart to know, not alotie as 
good in^a way of profit, ^ut amiable in a way of ex- 
cellency; then, spiritual joy will grapple with 
earthly griefs, and so far overcome as to give some 



To one w lately arrived i 

as I know you to be, I ami 

desires always to approve h 

Your Mthi 

Webum Abbey, 17th Nov. I 

XD 
TO DR. FITS 

You pursue, good doctor, 
comfort to my afflicted m 
me to think the better, o 
temper of mind you judg< 
you so kindly gave me a w 
doil. You are highly in i 
sense as sharpness on the 
on the other, can cause, I 
J I believe, to the end of my 

tnnate in the close of it. 
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is my loved lord is one ; .and my often repeated 
prayer to my God is, that if I have a reasonable 
ground for that hope, it may give a refreshment to 
my poor soul. 

i)o not press yourself, sir, too greatly in seelsing ' 
my advantage ; but when your papers do come, I ex- 
pect and hope they will prove such. The accidents 
of ev^ry day tell us of what a tottering clay pur 
bodies are made. Youth nor beauty, greatness nor 
wealth, can prop it up. If it could, the lady Ossory 
had not so early left this world ; she died (as an 
express acquainted her father this morning) on 
Sunday last, of a flux and miscarrying. I heard also 
this day of a kinsman that is gone ; a few years ago 
I should have had a more concerned sense for sir 
Thomas Vernon ;* his unfitness (as I doubt) I do 
lament indeed. 

Thus I treat you, as I am myself, with objects of 
mortiflcatiou ; but you want none such in your so- 

• Sir Thomas Vernon, oii the Jury agunst sir Samuel 
Bamardiston, knighted for liis service in it« and then made 
ftNremm to eonvict Oates of peijury. Sir Samuel Bamardit* 
too, Uth Feb. 16B3-4, was fined 10,000^. for writing some 
lattan, in which he used these expressions (inter alia)\, 
*\ The lord Howard appears despicable in the eyes of all 
men the brave lord Russell is anresh lamented — It i^, ge- 
nerally said the earl of Essex was murdered — ^the plot is lost 
here—the duke of Monmouth said publicly* ttiat he knew 
■ly lord RusseU wasas loyal a subject as any tai England, 
md Chat his majesty believed the same now>-the printer <^ 
Ihe late lord Russell's speech was passed over with silence^ 
tbt sham protestant plot is quite lost and confounded,*' ^o. 
He was committed for his fine to the King's Boach, oon- 
llimed prisoner four or five years, and great waste and de> 
made on his eatate. — Diaplay qf Tyranny* 
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litude, and I being unprorided of other, ^ 
yoo to your own thonghts, and ercr condm 

Sir, your obliged se 

3Ut Jan. IGM—S, 

My neighboura and tenants are under » 
tress, being questioned about accounts, ani 
leaves found torn out of the books ; so th 
dome and Trant offered 40,000/. for atoi 
but having confessed two more were prlv) 
catting out leaves, the king will have tk 
covered. Till Monday they have time give 
You had given lady JiQian one of those boo 

XX. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I R£CEivED'y<Hir letter and papers enclose 
desire, good 4loctor, you would receive, m; 
for both, in particular that part concerns 
mediate wants ; and for the other you wo 
me the first sight of, and then the office of 
ing it to others; which I did faithfViU} 
directed, and could not but receive an equi 
bation. As you are kind in believing what 1 
I had entertmned of you, so I assure you, 
but just in it. And I wish from my soul 1 1 
as steadfiut to the truth, as 1 believe you i 
do i and as I doubt not that your strength 
so pray mine may be as firm under all tj 
heavenly Fttber may permit us to fall, but 
under I trust, Man passeth away, but the 
Oad eadureth for ever. The saddest state t 
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soul will one day end in rest. This is my best com- 
fort, and a greater we cannot have ; yet the degree 
is raised, when we consider we shall not only rest, 
but lire in regions of unspeakable bliss. This 
should lead us sweetly through the dark passage of 
the world, and suflfer us to start at nothing we 
either meet, or our fears suggest may happen to us. 
I am sorry my sister AUington will not dispose her- 
self to receive your compassionate visit. Pray God 
comfort her with his spirit working in her heart, 
that she may evidence to her soul she is bettered 
by affliction. After the first changes following our 
great one, all is silent ; your friends are the rising 
men ; lord Ormond intends to be ai sea by 10th 
March, but who goes I hear not. It is now in jus- 
tices* hands, the chancellor and a lord Granard.^ 
Lord CSmpden is gone this day to Hampshire. 
Most are moving about elections. God direct the 
spirits of all men in so difficult a time as this. My 
lord Gainsborough told me to-day he is bespoke to 
give lady Mary G)mpton in marriage to the lord 
Dorset, and about ten days hence he goes to Titch- 
field. Hi^ son will be house-keeper, he says, which 
I was sorry to hear, but I must submit to sorrows 
of all degrees, with as much of that excellent virtue 
of patience you recommend, and with so pious a 
zeal, as I can attain, who am. 

Doctor, very sincerely. 

Your friend and servant. 



* James Butler, duke of Ormond ; James Forbes, earl of 
Oranard. 
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XXI. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Your conTersation, good doctor, is both so instruct- 
ire and so friendly, .that 1 love to take it all the 
ways I can, and haid before this began to invite yoa 
to such an one as is to be had at this distance ; but 
iny own sad affairs have pressed me more than 
ordinary, since I saw you, in a particular I cannot 
relate by letter; and I more easily dispense with 
letters, knowing that when leisure permits yov, 
you are writing for my good and advantage in par- 
ticular, and perhaps for all that can read in general, 
if you please to give them opportunity, 1[)y making 
public what you first, I believe, designed for private 
use. Thoughts so digested, it is pity should be ob- 
scure, since the subject matter is the ezerdae of 
every da]r, or should be ; life being a continued suc- 
cession of many provocations to great vexation of 
spirit, till we have grace to remember who is the 
great Governor of all things. 

My cousin Cholmondely died on Sunday, the last 
child of a couple I loved and valued much. Thus it 
pleases God I shall outlive one generation after an- 
other ; but he has ^se ends in all his providences, 
though hid to us in this life. 

The parliament met and chose sir John TrefOt. 
speaker, and so adjourned till Friday ; then it is ex- 
pected the king will speak ; in the mean time I wUl 
leave you to the enclosed papers, and ever continoe 
very feithfully, doctor Fitzwilliam's friend and 
servant. 

eotb Hay, 1GB5. 
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Mr. Ireton is escaped out of prison. Several about 
the city are clapped up, as one Mr. Freak Bateman, 
a surgeon ;* I cannot hit the names of the rest. Mr. 
Charlton has been asked for at his house, but was 
not at home. • 

XXII. 

TO 'dr. fitzwilliam. 

N^VER shall I, good doctor, I hope, forget yoar 
work (as I may term itj of labour and love : so in- 
structive and comfortable do I find it, that at any 
time, when I have read any of your papers, I feel a 
heat within me to be repeating my thanks to yon 
anew, which is alll can do towards the discharge 
of a debt you have engaged me in ; and though no- 
body loves more thsm I to stand free from engage- 
Bients I cannot answer, yet I do not wish for it 
here ; I would have It as it is ; and although I have 
^.he present advantage, yon will have the future re- 
vard ; and if I can truly reap what I know you de- 
ign me by it, a religious and quiet submission to 
11 providences, I am assured yon will esteem to 
vre attained it here in some measure. Never could 

* Charles Bateman, a surgeon, accused of seditious dit- 

OMs ; but many believed his chief crime consisted in his 

ipaasion to Titus Oates, having constantly attended him 

T his etwA soourgings, and used all his diill to core his 

■jida* This man, who did not expect to be accused, grew 

■acted during his imprisonment, and tlie court was to 

satisfied of it, that his son was permitted to make his 

tee for him. But this eondition did not prevent his 

■ «mdemned« and he was executed l8th December, 

— JBogn'n. 

1S2 



which I have ii«v«. . 
determiued what fell out a week ant:< , 
giveu me so loDg and so bitter a tim 
Bat God has a compass in his provide] 
out of our reach ; and as he is all got 
that consideration should in reason 
fierce rages of grief. But sare, doctor, 
tnre of sorrow to lay hold on all thing 
a new ferment to it : then how could 1 
feel it in a time of so much confusion 
weelcs have been, closing so tragically 
done ; and sure never any poor creat 
whole years together, has had mor 
quicken and revive the anguish of it 
have had ; yet I hope I do most tni 
ndtUng may be so bitter to me, as t' 
have in the least offended thee, O 
that nothing may be so marvellous it 
exceeding love of my Lord Jesus ; th 
. my idm, and the longing ezpectatio 
-^ ^^roush honour and dishorn 
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arniDg to see my ancle Ruvigny here> who 
to rae ; so I know not how to quit my bouse, 
ave received him^ at least into it ; he is upon 
irney. 

lady Gidusborough came to this town last 
and I doubt foand neither her own daughter 
iy Jane in a good condition of health. I had 
I a surgeon on the day before to let my niece 
by Dr. Loure's direction, who could not at* 
by reason my lord Radnor lay in extremity, 
i was last night past hopes. My niece's CQm- 
ia a neglected cold, and he toan her to be 
hing hectic, but I hope youth will straggle 
rercome ; they are chUdren whose least con- 
touch me to the quick ; their mother was a 
ms friend : sure nobody has eiyoyed more 
re in the conversations and tender kindnesses 
nsband and a sister than myself, yet how apt 
o be fretful that I must not still do so ! bnt I 
'ollow that which seems to be the will of God, 
nacceptable soever it may be to me^' I must 
for if I let my pen run on^ I know not where 
end. 

I am, good doctor. 

With great faithfulness. 
Your affectionate fnend to serve you. 

Mmpt<Hi-hout^ 17th July, l685. 

XXIII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

umet make so great a mistake, good doctor, 
w, as not to be aa8ax^\t£»(^\iiB«AXNaak<^ 



per by vwi. — 

foolishly as to say they are uui, |,... 
discern so justly as to know you do nc 
in the manner of magnifying your < 
8i)ect, nor in the design nor prosecnti 
virtue you chiefly recommend to p 
l>eautifiilly set forth, it is as a burning 
and one is willing to live with that li 
languishing weary spirit rises np slow! 
yet I hope, by God's abundant grace^ 
labours will work the same effect in m 
wUi indeed in less time on others 1 
and prepared than I am, who in thei 
seem to have no remembrance, with 
ness of prosperity. Your papers 
rarely fitted for the use of id sf 
the burthen of sin or sorrow, thou 
and particular charity composed fo? 
calamity, and as seasonably is this 
as is possible, for its first perusal 
•'««paled your packet this very nr 
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the grace I sometimes feel, though faint are my 
best thoughts and performances, as I am sensible. 

So willing I am to hearken to arguments of con- 
solation, and so connnced that yours are strong, 
that though the phrase seemed odd I read in your 
letter, that yon would try to draw comfort to me 
from the cause of my sorrow, and administer it 
from the y^ry calamity I feel ; yet I did with much 
eagerness read on, and must acquiesce in much of 
it with yon. You imagine that these late con- 
fusions have afibrded matter of tumultuous de- 
vouring thoughts, and though not so well digested 
as they are in your letter, yet eveiy clause in it I 
have tossed up and down. 

And now, doctor, I take this late wild attempt * 

* Duke of Monmouth's rebellion. He was son to king 
Charles II. by Lucy Barlow, alias Walters. In his decla- 
ration against king James II. among other things, he ao* 
cuses him of the barbarous murder of Arthur earl of Essex 
in the Tower, and of several others to conceal it ; of the 
most unjust condemnation of William lord Russell and 
colonel Algernon Sidney,, being only accused for meeting, 
in discharge of their duty to God and their country, to con- 
sult of extraordinary yet lawful means, to rescue our re^ 
ligion and liberties from the hands of violence, when all 
ordinary means according to the laws were denied and ob- 
structed. — Concluding, '* And we do appeal unto the great 
God concerning the justice of our cause, and implore hit 
aid and aasistanoe, that he would enable us to go forth in 
his name, and to do valiantly against his and our enemies ; 
Cor he it la that knows we have not dKMcn to mgage in arms 
for private and eorrupt ends or designs, but out of a deep 
lense of our duty. We therefore commit our cause unto 
him, who is the Lord of hosts and the God of battles." He 
was taken, tried, and on the l£th July, l685, beheaded. — 
Ralph. His children were named Scott, he having married 
lady Ann Soott, daughter of Franda earl of Bucdeugh. 
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to be a new project, not depending on, or being 
linked in the least to any former design, if there 
was then any real one, which I am satisfied wu 
not no more than (my own lord confessed) talk. 
And it is possible that talis going so far as to OM* 
sider, if a remedy to supposed evils might be 
sought, how it conld be found ? bat as' I was sit- 
ing, if all this late attempt was entirely new, jti 
the suspicion my lord must have lain under woidd 
have been great ; and some other circumstanees I 
do confess must have made his part a hardcpe: 
so that from the deceitfulness of the heart, or want 
of true sight in the directive faculty, wbAt would 
have followed God only knows. From the friUty \ 
of the will I should have feared but tittle evil; for | 
he had so just a soul, so firm, so good, he oooki ' 
not warp from such principles that were so, unless 
misguided by his understanding, and that his own, i 
not another's; for I dare say, as he could dis- ; 
cem, he never weut into any thing considerabki 
upon the mere submission to any one's particular « 
judgment. Now his own, I know, he could nerer 
have framed to have thought well of the late act- 
ings, and therefore most probably must have sat 
loose from them. But I am afraid his excellent 
heart, had he lived, would have been often pierced 
from the time his life was taken away to this. On 
the other hand, having, I trust, a reasonable groaad 
of hope, he has found those mercies he died with 
a cheerful persuasion he should, there is no reason 
to mourn my loss, when that soul I loved so well, 
lives in felicities, and shall do so to all etendt;. 
This I know in reason should be my care ; but fledi 
and blood in this mixed state \b such a slttre. to 
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sense, the memory how I have Uyed, and how (as I 
think) I ranst ever do for the time to come, do^ so 
prevail and weaken my most Christian resolves, 
that I cannot act the part that mere philosophy (as 
yott set down many instances,) enabled many to an 
ippearance of easiness ; for I verily believe they had 
no more than me, bnt vsunly affected it. As I be* 
gan the day with your letter and the sheets of dis- 
oimrse both endosed in one paper, so I conclude it 
with some prayers yon formerly assisted me with. 
Urns, doctor, yon see yon have a special right to 
thote prayers yon are pleased I should present for 
the same effect on your spirit, if a portion of suf- 
fering should be your lot, as you now wish on mine ; 
which, after my poor fsahion, I will not be want- 
ing in, that am, 

Sir^ your obliged Mthfhl friend and servant. 
8oattampt(mhoiue« SI July, 10B5. 

XXIV. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Now I know triieie to find you, good doctor, 
(vriiich I do by your letter writ at my cousin Spen- 
oer^s) you must be sure to hear, from her who is 
sdll not ashamed to be on the receiving hand with 
you. God has given you the abitities, and oppor- 
tunity for it, and not to n^e ; and what am I, tliat 
I should say. Why is it not otherwise ? — No, 1 do 
not, nor do I grudge or envy you the pious and in- 
genious pleasure you have in it ; my part In thU 
world k of another nature, and \ l^vnY^^rai^^i 
(bat God muat give yoa tbA leoomveDM^ yfOiV^* 



will break us to pieces we miut uc u 
can tell his worlds from the beginnini 
But who can praise his mercies more t 
I, that he has oot cat me off in an| 
taken his chastisements so heavily, ; 
his mercies in the midst of judgments 
was of the fiercest sure ; but had I n< 
sonable ground to hope, that what I 
my own soul, was raised from a prisoi 
Was I not enabled to shut up my owe 
I increased not his sufferings by seein 
were my sinking spirits supported by 
passions of excelient and wise Chrij 
ceasing, admonishing me of mydu 
reproving, comforting me! You \ 
was not destitute; and I must acl) 
many others, like yourself, with d< 
v._,^„ '^"Mhuted to the gat 
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the head-ache have I felt since that miserable timey 
who ased to 'be tormented with it very frequently. 
This calls for praises my dead heart is not exer- 
cised in, bat i hope this is my infirmity ; I bewail 
it. He that took our nature, and felt our infir- 
mities, knows the weakness of my person, and the 
sharpness of my sorrows. 

I should not forget to mention, sir, I did receive 
your papers and a letter I never hskd the opportunity 
to tell you of, dated 13 August ; and another letter 
after that, where you write of your being in London 
within a fortnight ; so that time slipping, I know 
not where to find you, nor how I came to let time 
do so. 

I know not if you have heard some unwished-for 
accidents in my family have hurried me into new 
disorders. A young laidy my uncle Ruvigny brought 
with him falling ill of the small-pox, I first removed 
my children to Bedford-house, then followed my- 
sdf, for the quieting of my good uncle's mind, who 
would have it so,; from thence I brought my little 
tribe down to Wobum, and when I heard how 
fatal the end was of the young lady's distemper, I 
yetamed myself to Bedford-house to take my last 
leave (for so I take it to be) of as kind a relation, 
and as zealous tender a friend as ever any body had. 
To my uncle and aunt their niece was an iuexpres-^ 
able loss,, but to herself death was^ the contrary. 
She died (as most do) as she lived, a pattern to sdl 
who knew her. As her body grew weak, her faith 
and hope grew strong, comforting her comforters, 
and edifying all about her; ever magnifying the 
goodnesB otQod, that she diedm a coxuiVq ^N«\i«t& 
gbe could in peace giy^ np her aou\ Xo Vybd^ ^^fis^ 



them to you, who shall ever be gratifies 
you ask from me, as a recompeoRe of a 
hours : it is a poor one indeed, the weak 
prayers of 

Your very much obliged 
Wobum Abbey, 11 Oct 1685. 

Yon say I may direct as I will about th 
now in my custody. I freely give my judg 
great pity they should be hid like a cand 
bushel ; as they are piously designed, the} 
the more efiectual blessing with them 
hearts of such in whose hands they foil 
believe it is an excellent discourse, why 
not serve to excellent purposes ? I conli 
of my opinion concerning them, but tmh 
it is taking too much upon me ; my mod 
poses. 

XXV. 
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chem as one to me of your friendship iu 

irldly and spiritual concernments : doing so, 

Mt waste my time nor yonrs to tell you they 

/ Taluable to me. lliat yon are so contented 

i mine, I make the just allowance for ; not 

s worthiness of them, I know it cannot be, 

^werer, it enables me to keep up an adyau- 

is conversation without scruple of being too 

lesome. You say some things sometimes, by 

J I should think you seasoned, or rather tainted 

bdng so much where compliment of praising 

St learned ; but I conclude, that often, what 

heartily wishes to be in a friend, one is apt to 

3ve is so. The effect is not naught towards me, 

im it animates to hare a true not false title to 

least virtue you are disposed to attribute to me. 

t 1 am far from such a vigour of mind as sur- 

jants the secret discontent so hard a destiny as 

ine has fixed in my breast ; but there are times 

e mind can hardly feel displeasure, as while such 

ieodly conversatiou'entertaineth it ; then a grate- 

l sense moves one to express the courtesy. 

If I could coutempUte the conducts of provi- 

ipces with the uses you do, it would give ease 

deed, and no disastrous eveUts should much af- 

ct us. llie new scenes of each day make me 

ten conclude myself very void of temper and rea- 

n, that I still shed tears of sorrow, and not of 

Y, that so good a man is lauded safe on the happy 

lore of a blessed eternity ; doubtless he is at rest, 

ough I find none without him, so true a partner 

! was in all my joys and griefs. I trust the Al- 

igbty will pass by this my infirmity ; I speak it in 

spect to the world, from whose enticing delights 



upon the erer satisfying perfections ot 
starting at liis darkest prondences, bat r 
ing continaally either his glory, justice, 
is advanced by every one of them, and tha 
over all his works, as we shall one day 
vishing deUght see. In the mean time, I 
to suppress all wild imaginations a i 
fancy is apt to let in ; and say with the i 
Gospel, " I believe, help thou my unbeli 
If any thing I say suggest to you m 
pioas reflection, I have not hurt you, bu 
self, by letting loose some of my crowdet 
I must not finish without telling you, I h 
book you mention of *< Seraphical Me 
the Bishop of Bath and Wells,"* and shou 
see one here, since you design the prese 
sent you the last sheet of your papers, a 
course; you can return it with the I 
would, sir, have been welcome to loi 
who expresses himself hugely obliged t< 
"" * — ~- f^^txA . in whom vou jus 
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truly miserable or wretchedly so, that 
here, nor hopes for any hereafter. I 
oaay be near Christmas before my lord 
noves for the winter, but I have not yet 
him about it, nor how long he desires 
ly ; so whether I will come before him, 
e company, I know not ; he shall please 
r I have no will in these matters, nor 
le thing or way better than another, if 
d conveniences he alilce to the young 
vhose service is all the business 1 have 
Ld ; and for their good I intend all dili- 
* power of. 
Sir, your obliged fneud to serve you. 

ilNy, S7 Not. l685. 

htily in arrear ; pray let me know whal. 
ill direct the paying it, or stay till I see 

XXVI. 
TZWILLIAM TO LADY RUSSELL. 

on it is a long time that I have inter- 
; commerce with which you have been 
onour me on your part, by my omitting 
i due acknowledgments I ought for the 
reign letters, and your own letter, more 
in all the intelligence they contained ; 
t was, and must be esteemed of great 
1 who have the least honour for the 
ime, and ought to be prized and rated 
y me, who do not wear that name only, 
I extraordinary character from hiAl by 



was wrote> and the constancy oi 
your leave of yoor most tender 
final adien to him, that yon have 
cordials of my prescribing to fort 
merly. I hope the consideration 
assisted with God's grace to impr 
heart, will have that operation c 
will be able entirely to resign a 
own will, desires, and all that } 
wise disposal ; and can be content 
the world without you, and yon, 
great one, according to his own g 
To this end yon must labour to 
regrets yon have upon reflecting < 
dition, and comparing it with yoi 
comparing them in your mind m 
to you, because apt to create ^ d 
however the judgment you prouo 
review may be erroneous, you m{ 
now than yon were when you 
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ataiD to that happiness, which is not to be lost but 
}y your own fault and neglect, nor ravished from you 
if the injury or violence of another. But, if your 
kcdve mind is for vying things with things^ I would 
iirect your honour to lool£^ as I know you do, with 
!yes of compassion on the afflicted state of those 
)Oor people in the neighbouring country, where 
:he husband is divided from his tender wife, the 
parents from their dear children, and are neither 
permitted to live, nor yet allowed the favour to die ; 
and then to turn your e^es upon yourself, enjoying, 
18 yon confess, ydur own health and strength in a 
gr^Uer measure than formerly, hopeful children, 
an a^uence of temporal things, and numbers of 
friends, it may be more than the darlings and fa- 
v6urites of Providence, as it is here dispensed, do ; 
and then recollect with yourself, and try if yon can 
truly and safely pronounce of yourself, that you are 
miserable. 

And if you cannot truly form such a judgment, 
I know your ladyship will be so sincere and ge- 
nerous as not to complain you are so to your 
friends, or bemoan yourself with yourself as such. 
I will not enlarge upon this topic as. I might; for 
in good earnest no person is miserable but com- 
paratively, and almost every man in some respect 
or other comparatively happy : but shaU reserve 
what can be more said, though it may not be upon 
this argument, to be handled in the pursuance of 
that discourse, of which you have already the big- 
ger part in your hands. — ^What remsdns I will en- 
deavour to finish as fast as my little affairs here 
will give me leave ; and I hope I shall be able to 
transmit some more papers relating to it within 
three or four more posts. 
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it's most oIm 
'Oted hnmblf 
'■, 27 Nov. i6c 

I. 
WILLIAM. 

returns comt 
nage of conv< 
im not capti 
have these 1 
M> busy a life 

? you with n 
tful how the 
you are in L 
in so many 
d ; but still 1 
Drt, doing it 
nable creatu 
3 mind must 
lis is done a 
)est ends, th 
ing chosen 
make no dou 
s the stronge 
e that is sh 
; for if we "p 
' light would 
iritual comfo 
he glorieSy i 
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he most carnal heart can wish for ! The 
fies the immortal paft of a man ; the other 
^be depraved appetite. As buried as I am 
myself, and ever mourning the loss of an 
elicity, which if through weakness it ex- 

bewail ; yet I reckon the sufferings for 
e of Christ (if to hare that honour be my 
the obtaining a title to an eternal iuherit- 
the place described. Revel, ch. xxi, and 
be infinitely above our sufferings in these 
f clay ; what I grieve the want of was such 
when here, but now glorified with the 
r just men made perfect. 

r, I will take your advice, and i^e my state 
lers, and begin with him in the highest 
:y, as himself thinks, the king of a miser- 
pie ; but truly the most miserable himself, 
ling, as he does, the dignity of human 9a- 
id thoiigh, for secret ends of Providence, 
ffered .to make those poor creatures drink 
a most bitter cup, yet the dregs are surely 
for himself. What a judgment is it upon 
ring mind, when perhaps half the world 
M>t God nor confesses the name of Christ 
ioar, nor the beauty of virtue, which almoft 
irorld has in derision, that it should not ex- 

1 to a reformation of faith and manners ; 
\ such a rage turn his power to extirpate a 
bat own the Gospel for their law and rule ! 
famous to his fame is the one ! How glo* 
» his memory would the other have been ! 

is too wicked to be an instrument of so 
x>d to his degenerate age. Now, sir, I can- 
Me bat think myself less miserable than this 



which wUl deprive us of a fnton 
without a deep repentance, which 
aen. I hear our king hai given 

• The edict of Nantet, nnde 1 596, In 

iMtant* in Franot, and oonflimed i&i*. 

▼oked es Oct. 1666, and the Hugooots 

The liberties of the Protestanto in Ft 

upon golemn laws, upon perpetual, irre 

edicts, and whieh could not be recalled ^ 

cnte tht public fUth, the royal word, a 

oath. <' How often did our king, Lou 

to preserve us in our privileges ? How 

how many edicts did he set out to that p 

oaths were taken to confirm those ed 

fery king himself solemnly promise, b 

iiiBdaratione, to maintain us in all the 

grantedusbytbeedict of Nantes? An 

•cruple was there made to violate so n 

promises, and so many oaths ?** — ** Li 

Bjifugtu in Germany, 1687, on kin, 

rtuum." Burnet says, '* We see what 

wwmaHon oaths, tews and promises Wf 
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tion for those Protestants which have been drove 
hither. Gqd make his people thankful for it. 

My lord Gainsborough and all that faaiily, sent 
w here as they went by to Dunstable, last week^ i 

I know you will use your 'power, and I wish yoa 
could prevail' with my nephew to settle himself ib 
a iiamily of his own. I trust God will be graciout 
to the child of so good a mother^ and incline faiai 
to what shall be in the end best for him. 

Theugh I am in the country, I should call to me- 
mory you arC' in London. I do so, and thereiiKre 
close this from. 

Sir, your obliged 
« And affectionate servant. 

Wdbun AVbej, Nov. l6B5. 

The papers are swelled to a great bigness, but if 
ywi care for them in London, T will direct them 
weekly, though I may not hap{)eu to write ; for 
sometimes indeed I have occasion to do so too much, 
fyr so heavy a mind as mine is. It is my present 
case this morning. 

XXVTII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLLAM. 

When- I tell you, doctor, this is the seventh letter 
iUpatehed for this morning, any one of whi^ 
coold not be omitted, and that I have still before 
noon French dispatches to make, you will not, 
though I write but a few lines, believe t willingly 
decUBCthe waiting more. Letters of compliment I 
would lay aside for it, I aissure you^ if I ha<l more 
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time. Yes, doctor, the liberty I take whei 
to you, gratifies much more my weary mi 
the matter one fills up paper with to oth 
fiomething-of that sort must be, while we 
here, especially when one. has more than oi 
miserable carcase to have a regard for, whi 
my children are, I have, and with a diligent 
will I wrestle to support them, and ma 
great, or worthy to be so, who have been 
(by a special providence) unfortunate, 
knows, says Solomon, what is good for m^ 
life; £dl the days of his vain life? Yet 
an inseparable connexion between God's 
and his .will ; so his work is perfect, fo 
ways, are judgment ; and this is a necessa 
tion at the astonishing changes of this a 
look upon your letter, doctor, I shall nevei 
begin anew upon one part or other of it. 
that figure only of a man, if one speaks of 
gages to say a great deal : but 1 refrain. 

I read a letter last night from my sister 
She writes as every body that has humj 
tions must; and says that of 1,800,000 th 
more than 10,000 esteemed to be left it 
and they, I guess, will soon be converte 
dragoons, or perish. So that near two m 
poor souls, made of the same clay as him 
felt the rigour of that savage man. What 
in a prophetical rage, I agree will come 
I have had reports of my nephew, but 1 
proceedj yet I show you how hard it is 
80, by 

Your very affectionate friend to sei 
Wobuin Abbey, Nov. l685. 
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XXIX. » 

DR. TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

(Birch's Life of TilloUon.) 

Canterbury, Nov. Si, 1695, 
HONOURED MADAAl, 

When I look back upbn the date qf your ladyship's 
letter, I blush to see it hath lain by me so loug un- 
answered. And yet I assure you no day passeth, in 
which your ladyship and your children are not iti 
my mind. But I know not how, in the hurry I am 
in in London, one business presseth so bard npon 
another, that I have less time for the things to 
which I have most inclination. I am now for a 
while got out of the torment and noise of that great 
city, and do enjoy a little more repose. 
• It was a great trouble to me to hear of the sad 
loss your dear friend sustained during his short stay 
in England.* But in some circumstances, to die 
U to live. And that voice from heaven runs much 
in my mind, which St. John heard in his vision of 
' the last (as I think) and most extreme persecution, 
which should befall the faithful servants of God, 
before the final downfall of Babylon, *' Blessed are 
the dead that die in the Lord from henceforth;" 
meaning, that they were happy, who were taken 
away before that terrible and utmost trial of the 
&ith and patience of the saints. But however that 

* The death of her couiin, niece of Mons. Ruvigny, men> 
Honed in the letter of 1 ith Oct. to Dr. Fitzwilliam. 



73 uuxr avs*ELi.'i t-nri 

be, I do great]; r^ce tn Ihe pre» 
children from the great daa^erthi 
that occasion, aod thank Ood hearti 
wVaterer bccomea of ui, 1 hope t. 
aee better thing*. 

Jast now came the news of thi 
the parilament to the 10th of Fetm 
nirpiising to ni. We are not witi 
in the mean time things will be dls| 
agreement ag^nit the next meeting 
ia done, onr greatest comfort mnni 
■11 in the hoadaofGod, and that he 
■a. And do not think, madam, th 
(he leu for barii^ pnt k> bitter a en; 
He wbnm he hired infinitely beat 
drank mnch deeper of it. 

I did hope to have waited upon n 
fDrd at my mnrn to London ; bnt i 
prorogation will can7 me into the 
that time. I entreat ;oq to presen 
hk service to liii lordship, (o dear I 
the fonng ItuUea. I am not nortb] 
tlon jou are pleased In bave of me ; 
tinnall; for yon all, and erer shall 1 
Yoor ladfsMp's mote fi 

XXX. 

TO DR. riTZWILLIA 

I ntBSUME, doctor, you are now » 
retireioent (for SBch it is lu coiupai 
can obtain at London,) that yon i 
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perBse the enclosed papers; hereafter I will send 
them ouce a week, or ofrener if you desire it. 

Yesterday the lord Delamere passed his trial, 
and was- acqaitted^* I do bless God that he has 
caused soine stop to the effasion of blood hasi been 
shipd of late in this poor land. But,, doctor, at 
diseased bodies turn the best nourishments, and 
eren cordials into the same sour humour that con- 
sashes and eats them up, jui»t so do I. When I 
should rejoice with them that do rejoice,. I seek a 
corner to weep in. I fiud I am capable of no more 
giadnesK ; but every new circumstance, the very 
comparing my night of sorrow after such a day, 
wth theirs of joy« does, from a reflection of one 
kind or other, rack my uneasy mind. Though I 
am far from wishing the close of theirs like minCt 
y^i I cannot refrain giving some time to lament mine 
wa» not like theirs ; but I certainly took, too much 
delight in my lot, and would too willingly have 
built my tabernacle here; for which I hope n^ 
punishment will end with life. 

The accounts from France are more and mpre 
istonishbg; the perfecting the wqrk ia vigorousiiy 
pm-sned, and by this time completed it is thought ; 
ail without, exception, ha^g a day given them ; 
oidy these I am going to mention have found so 
much grace as I will tell you. The countess du Koy * 

* Henry Booth, lerd Delamere* tried for partjiking ia 
Uonmouth't rebellion. Finch, solidt<tt general, wu vary 
Violent against him, but Saxon, the only positive evidenoa, 
^ip^axing pequred, he was acquitted by his peers. He af- 
tsmrds atrentiouely peomoled the Revolution} fai l690» 
«as created aarl of Waninglaii, and died 169s. 

t Countess du Roy, wife of Fxadavio Cbarka du Roy, 



uiiitcu tu cuiue uui oi trance, i 
for a truth last uight, bat I hope i 
firmatioD. 

It is enough to sink the strongest h 
relations which are sent over ; how t 
torn from their mothers, and sent in 
their mothers to another; the husi 
or the gallies. These are amazii 
doctor ! God out of infinite mercy s 
believers. I am too melancholy an 
be very long, so will hasten to conch 

knight of the elephant, and generaliasii 
Denmark ; his daughter, Henrietta, was 1 
William Wentworth, earl of Strafford. 

• Frederic de Schomberg, marshal of F 
by king William, duke Schomberg, Ace. It 
battle of the Boyne, 1 July, 1690. He ' 
Schomberg, by lord Dudley's daughter, 
killed, with several sons, at the battle of F 
duke was a man of great calmness, applicat 
of true judgment, exact probity, and an 
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yoo lord Talbot* is come out of Ireland, and brought 
barinads for his daughters-in-law $ owft was mar- 
ried on Tuesday to a lord Rosse ; the other lord is 
Dongan ; Walgrave, that married the king's dauj^ 
ter, is made a lord.t The brief for the popr Pro- 
tcftants was not sealed on Wednesday, as was hoped 
it would be ; the chancellor bid it to be laid by, 
wben it was offered him to seal. 

I am Tery really, doctor. 
Your affectionate friend and serraat. 

XXXI. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

1 UAVB received and read your letters, good doctor. 
As you never fail of performing a just part to yotnr 
friend, so it were, pity yon should not consider 
enough to act the same to yourself. I think yoa 
do; and all youjiay that concerns your private af- 
fairs, is justly and wisely weighed ; so I let that 
rest. I acknowledge the same of the distinct paper 
which touches more nearly my sore; perhaps I 
ought to do it with some shame and confusion of 
fiioe, and perhaps I do so» doctor ; but my weak- 
ness is invincible, which makes me, as yon phrase 
It excellently, possess past calamities. But he 

* Lord Richard Talbot, afterwards earl of Tyrconnel, a 
papist. 

t Henry, lord Waldegrave, of Chewton, married the lady 
Hmtetts Fltsslames, natural daughter to king James II. hy 
AndMlla Churchill, sitter to John duke of Marjborough t be 
retired to Fraooe in IG89, and died at Parts the same fear. 

b2 
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i square, so little ordinary, I called up 

I seut her dowu to learn the occasion. 

; up a very sad one, that Montague-hou 

I !ind it was so indeed : it burnt will 

I lence, the whole house was consumed 

The wind blew strong tins way, sc 

under fire a great part of the time, t: 

flames continually covering the hous 

the court. My boy awaked, and said 

stifled with smoke, but being told the 

see it, and so was satisfied without 

strange bedfellow very willingly, lady 

youngest boy, whom his nurse had bro 

up in a blanket. Lady Devonshire* c 

morning and lay here, and had done 

for a second ill accident. Her brother, 

who- has been ill of a fever twelve ' 
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this morning it is a great blow to the family ; and 
that he was a most dutiful son and kind friend to 
all his family. - - • 

' Thus we see what a day brings forth ! and how 
momentary the things we set our' hearts t upon ! 
Oil could heartily cry out. When will ldnged-£or 
eternity come ! But our duty is to possess our souls 
with patience. ' > ; 

I am unwilling to shake, off all hopes about the 
brief, though I know them that went to the chan- 
cellor* since the refusal to seal it, and^ his answer 
does not encourage one's hopes. But he is not a 
lover of smooth language ; so in that respect we. 
may not so soon despair.f 

I fancy I saw the young man you mentioned to 
be about my son. One brought me six prayer- 
books as from you ; also distributed three or four 
in the house. I sent for him, and Asked him if 
there was no mistake? He S£ud,*'No; and after 
some other questions, 1 concluded him the same 
person. Doctor, I do assure you I put an entire 
trust in your sincerity to advise ; but, as I told you, 
I shall ever take lord Bedford along in all the con- 
cerns of the child. He thinks it early yet to put 

• George, lord Jefferies, baron of Wem, very inveterate 
against lord Russell. He was, says Burnet, scandalously 
vicious, drunk every day, and furiously passionate; and 
when lord chief justice, he even btftrayed the decencies of his 
post, by not affecting to appear impartial, as became' a Judge, 
and by running upon all occasions into noisy declamations. 
He died in the -Tower, April 18, 1689. 

t Doctor, afterwards bishop Beveridge, objected to the 
- reading the brief in the catheditA. of C«dU?^>it<3 ^^«»c^x«x^ 
to the Rubric. Tillotson itipUed, ** "DooXwi, ^<w*«i»^oa»te^ 
/# above'rulines.^^Birch, 
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that, ana asau.w . 

I am much adrised, and inaecu .^. 
be fitted to my mind, to take a Fn 
■ball do a charity, imd profit the c 
should learn French. Here are nuui) 
over, as are of all kinds, God knows 

I hare still a charge with me, lad 
daughter, who is just come into m 
must break off. 

I amy sir, truly. 
Your fai 

S« Jsnwary, 1<S65-^ 

The young lady tells me lord Ax 
but rather better. 



XXXII. 
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which she desires me, in pursuance of a djnng bro- 
ther's adriee, and her sob's inclination, to propose 
to lord Oainsixn'oagh a marriage between the pre- 
sent lord* and lady- Jane. I have done it; though 
I wished she had made choice of anf other perstn 
than myself, who desiring to know 'the woiid no 
more, am utterly unfitted for the management of 
any thing in it ; but must, as I can, engage in such 
necessary offices to my children, as I cannot be 
dispensed from, nor desire to be, since it is an eter- 
nal obligation upon me, to the memory of a hus- 
band, to whom, and his, I have dedicated the few 
and sad remainder of my days, in this vale of mi- 
sery and trouUe. But to suspend this and hasten 
my report, the proposition is accepted ; my lord 
declares himself willing to do all he can for his 
children $ he offers 6000/. paid as with the last, 
and leaves out the 2000/. coming back if lord Camp- 
den should happen to die. I believe lord Digby 
and his mother will be soon in tovm. My sister 
Alington came to Bedford-house three or four dafS 
ago. Lord Northampton's great match is crossed ; 
and now the lord Mulgrave f is an attendant on her 

• William lord Digby« deservedly called the Good."^ 
Whiston qpeaks highly of him; Pope mentions him as full 
of days and honour. He mtoried Jane, second daughter to 
Edwavd earl of Oainsborough, and died November, 17dS, 
i^ed ninety yean, nine months. 

t Lovd Mulgnve, John Sheffield, afterwards duke of 
Buddn^iam, a person of the highest aooomplishments, but 
of a sceptical turn. He married, ist, Ursula, widow of the 
earl of Conway ; Sd, Catharine Grevile, widow pf Baptist 
earl of Gainsborough; 3d, the lad^ C%£lcA,nQi& \^«initfBi 
(aatunl daughter to king James U. b^ CttiQMXViMt ^«d0tfe\> 
who wm the widow ct James AmiesVe^* eaxXoi KmfgAavii 
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of Bolingbroke is dead; he died in a boat, as he 
Uwd. 

Lady Gaineborough sends me word her lord 
mends still. Lady Campden's woman is in town 
to furnish lying-in things ; I had the favour to haT« 
her come, and give me a compliment on her lady's 
part. I am glad when they remember to do civil 
things for their own sakes ; but I a little wonder 
he has not been to see his father. My sister Aling- 
ton is coming to town presently. 

I have told my news, and* now must yield to a 
less liked employment, being called upon to a little 
business. 

Your obliged friend and servant. 

«3 March, 1685—6. 

XXXIV. 

i 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Your letter lies before me, doctor, but I dare not 
read it over, it would furnish me with so much to 
say, and I must not take tinle to do it ; the lowness 
of my spirits, and the sadness of my constant 
thoughts, make me fancy myself hurried with some 
of my own pitiful affairs, and the entertaining my 
sister, who came to me this day se'n night. 

The present temper of your mind appears so suit- 
able to what mine ever miist remain, that I could. 
talk and not fear to give new oppressions to your 
mind so tendered with the loss of an excellent friend, 
and man. You carefully and religiously prescribe 
yourself limits and bounds to your lamentations ; but 
I would willingly observe if you-«3(ceed t)iem not ; 
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I 

XXXV. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Your lettec, sir, dated Jane 27, and sheets of paper 
that accompanied it, found me at Wobarn ; by a 
letter from sister Alington, I understood you were 
with her that very day, and had completed your 
intention towards her, as you have most admirably 
your pious one towards distressed me ; for which 
the world may hereafter stand indebted to my an* 
common sad fate, for ail that good they may share 
oat of it. It is most certain, if you give me the 
power you spealc of, I dare not deprive this wanting 
generation so rich a supply, when I may have the 
dispensing of it. Your errors, doctor, would be 
others' perfections ; for I must believe your being 
master of very much matter, gives a vast advantage 
over others ; yet I allow a cause of some trouble to 
yourself, by restraining that flux of words ^and no- 
tions that flow so fast from you; butitisararo 
eiieellency when the pain is more to refuse than 
duMse. I cannot tell, doctor, whether your papers 
met me in a better temper now than at some other 
times to relish them-; yet sure I esteem these sheets 
to be so fine, that it brought into my mind the loss 
you have lately sustained of a much loved friend ; ~ 
and to conclude, that a new experience of grief had, 
in your struggles to overcome all unfit discontent, 
ndsed your fancy to the highest pitch of framing 
arguments against it : it is a happy effect oC «ax- 
row, and a sure evidence to the aou\, X\i'dX \>cv^ ^c^ 
ta/Mw of the holy word belong to laftt\ XJaaX ^^» 
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&p|irottch of a separatioii; and that may make 119 
content, if not desire a delay» If it wen not so . 
impiauted there, many would not endare the evils 
of Ufey that now do it, though theyare taught doty 
that obliges us thereto. 

I know,, sir, I aiu rery tedions ; and if it be im- 
pertinent, I know also yon will take it as if it were 
not so. Now I take titis freedom scarce with any 
body eise ; but it is a great indulgence to myself, 
and I am very certain yon are pleased I should use 
it* I find it most especially useful on the return of 
these my saddest days, when dismal and yet asto- 
idshing remembrances crowd fastest intomy mind : 
however, I shall, by God's goodness to me, stick 
dose to those helps yon have provided me, and read 
every day these new sheets, till the bitterest of all 
be past. On Tuesday, my sister Alington designs 
to be here ; I am sorry it happens to be just that 
day, since I afiect nothing that is particular or s3n^ 
gidar; but as yet I have not seen any body besides 
«y children on that day, being 13 July; nor does 
it seem decent for me to do it, almost, when I re- 
number the sad scene I saw and attended at all 
that day, and the miserable_a:iccident8 of it, as the 
Q&fintnnate end of lord Essex,* to me so fatal, if 



* Artlnir Capel, esrl of Essex (son of Arthur who was 
taken at Colchester, condemned and beheaded g March, 
l64S— 0) ; he wa« a tiue patriot, and fat delWeriBg a petition 
ipiast the parliament sitting at Oxford, was- accused ot the 
Ryebouae Plot, (Brit. Compcnd.) and oommitted to tito 
Town. He might (says Burnet) have made his escape ; but 
Us tenderness for lord RusseU* and a feax lYiaX \a<k €iim!b«% 
m^^bave ao iU inHuenee at 1^ trial, mai3»'V«siikw!^^ 
Ak comntxy-home till a pasty of hotae ^ct« wnfc ^ \ii<^ai% 



Bqc i wa.. 
construct what I shau i^w. 
fall to her (by God's grace) becaoa 
tenderly he loved her, though I an 
now, she returned it not ill love to 
) thought she had for him, and that si 

■ from her. But we are not loved i 

|i those we lore best: she is very e 

and when she pleases ; but enough < 
j;- I will make no answer to that par 

j)^ where you express some resentme 

jjf' hands by another than yourself. 

Ai^ but the disappointment of n 
Fitz. on a day I thought I shoulr 
who was to do it, I did conclude 
dean would be disobliged by layin 
in his parish. I let pass the m? 
another dean, or rather on his 
•'-'» oiinreme pastor, wh 



LADY RUSSELL'S LETTERS. 93 

las hung about her for these last six weeks ; 

:ors apprehend a hectic, but youth, i hope, 

reome it. 

e'sent you the Gazettes, doctor, though 

I be so old, all the use oi them will be to 

your French tongue. 

am, with great sincerity. 

Your faithful friend to serve you. 

lUiam Coventry* left a noble charity when 
2000/. to the French refugees, and 3000/. 
mi slaves. His four executors are, Harry 
unes and Harry Thin, which are two bro- 
f the lord Weymouth, and Frank Coventry, 
lew. He died at Tunbridge, and was buried 
lurst. 

XXXVI. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

> 

DpCTOR, 

:re.my heart is filled with the obligation, 
soever my words may express it, for ail 
ours you have set apart (in a busy life) for 
icular benefit, for the quieting my distracted 
s, and reducing them to a just measure of 
i for all I have or can suffer. I trust I shall 
ligence, and some success, serve those ends 
re designed to. They have very punctually, 

n hearty for the Protettant teWf^nni CEti^NsiXnniX^'l. 
tad iud a perfect knowledge kA tffla^j— BkutmA^ 
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these Gazettes, ^nd will send no more, for I reekoa 
you will be in your lu'c^ress of visits. 

I wish 'with yon lord Oampden would inarry ; but 
I want skill to prevail by what I can say. I hope I 
need employ none to persuade Dr. Fitzwilliam that 
I-am very adcnowledging, and very sincerely 

His friend and servant. 

18th July, 1686. 

XXXVtl. 
"TO DR.TITZWILLIAM. 

I CAN divine no more than yotirself, good doctor, 
why a letter writ the 18tfa of July should come to 
yon b^ore one that was writ the 13th ; they went 
from hence in order, I am very sure. I answer 
yours as soon as I can, and yet not soon enough to 
&id yon at Cotenham, as I guessed, being yon say 
yen intended to be at Windsor the middle of Sep^ 
tember, and the greatest part of the interval at 
Hereford ; and I remember you have in a former 
letter told me, you intended a visit at lord Gains- 
borough's ; so that this paper being likely to be a 
wanderer,, and so in hazard of not coming to you at 
all it may be, I will not charge it with those letters 
you ask for ; they are too valuable to me to be ven- 
tured, especially since mine loiter so by the way ; 
therefore I will hear again from you before I send 
them, -with particular directions where they shall 
come, to you. I read with some contentment, doc- 
tor, that as either to speak or vtrrite a compl|meiit 
wdkM iU become you, it is youT op\TU.Qiii'tK^ \»acQS^ 
/f avene to be so treated. U ia «> v^^ee^>\l\^»M?« 
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• 

: before one of this sort, I will not be conten- 
nor tyrannical, in the power which is in* my 
y because yoa have given it: it would be an 
; return to your compositions in my great dis- 
I would acquiesce, and be content with 
\, for such to whom I would recommend the 
ig of them also. I will tell you another scru- 
St now (as I write) risen in my thoughts, and 
bre not at all digested, that though you do 
;im the work by your name before it^ yet the 
r seldom fails being known, and the peculiar 
ioOy when there is one. Whether the politic 
rere good then in the puUishing of it, it is ad- 
»le to consider of perhaps. And pray do so, 
ot from a quickness of mind answer me pre- 
' ; you put it not in balance when the design 
lerve one you profess a particular respect to. 
■emember my end is served, and theirs, wq 
y may be so too ; those we know not, will be 
tters. This is my highest objection, and what 
: toot too easily pass.pver. We live in difficult 
. ■ God in mercy fit each one for his lot. My 
« Ue ready, and some prayers you sent with 
irist papers. 

' sister Alington we havekept still here ; she 
tens to le^rve us every week. Rachel is very 
again ; I desire to bless God for it. My sister^s 
B recovering. Our news letters say her lord 
new friendship with lord Danby ; but nothing 
ange in such as follow courts. 
>t knowing the fate of this letter, I will add no 
from, good doctor. 

Your obliged friend wxd »errMJX, 

im ilM^, i?th August, i6b6. 
/• . 
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XXXVIU. 
DB. FITZWILLIAM TO LADY RUSSELL, 

I cannot; very hoDoured and good madam, be bet- 
ter pleased than when I am doing any service for my 
friends, especially in that way where no power of 
man can render me unserviceable while it permits 
me to breathe, in administering to their spiritwil 
estate ; because this is doing God service, and |^ 
rifying my gieat Master while I can bring any one 
soul forward to gloiy. 

Certainly to be able to comfort and refradi any 
sad dejected spirits in a dark and gloomy dayoif 
'trouble, or to aid such an one to submit with pa- 
tience, if the resigning or offering ap itself widi 
cheerfiilness cannot be effected, to Go^s correctioOi 
which is so oft misapprehended for the marie of 
his displeasure, is to make the passage easier to an- 
other life, and consequently to assist such an one in 
his journey towards the happy state of that, when 
all the discouragements on the road thither, ve 
either removed, or much lessened. If then fhtt 
which I sent you assuaged the p^n of the woaBd, 
by pouring any oil into it ; or if it helped yoo to 
bear the smart of it with contentedness, while the 
return of the season opened it afresh, and your 
sense of it, I cannot but from such a reflect, 
that any performance of mine contributed to the 
ease or the courage of a person whom I regard so 
much, and ought to do so ; for whose wel&re I am 
so solicitous, and should be culpable if I were less— 
reap a great deal of satisfaction. The shortest me- 
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thod of gaiuiQg this contentedness in all the stages 
of our UveB ,we are to pass through, is to love God 
with sdl our hearts and souls, and to love nothing 
here below, even what He allows vs to love with 
th$ t^nderest affection, hut i^ |iim, and for Hini ; 
^jpd then we cannot complain of his tidying away the 
object on which we were enamoured, from our 
fruition, when it was only He we loved and en- 
joyed in it ; and Him we biay still enjoy, though 
we are dispossessed of that, because He is ever with 
us. '^And because the object may be such we may 
enjoy again, of which nature all our fli-iends are, 
who are taken out Of the sight of our eyes ; for this 
end we are therefore to express our love towards. 
Qod, in aspiring, in thirsting after a more IrnvK- 
dJate and intimate fruition of Him than^is^ life af- 
fi»rds» that we may in Him again e^joy those we 
are separated from. This is the great argument of 
consolation that St. Cyprian malces use of against 
the fear of death, in his Treatise of Mortality, 
that it will biing us to the sight and fruition of a 
number of friends, who have preceded us, taking a 
shorter or earlier course 'to happiness than we have 
done. 

I have a meditation on tliis subject fitted to my 
own use, and since disposed to the use of two other 
Mends ; for it was designed to serve more than my* 
self— which I may take some opportunity of tria- 
scribing, and sending to you. In the mean time, 
and in all seasons, I will ever continue, with my 
prayers for you anid yours. 

Very good and honoured m^A^xn^ 
Your most hnmble, 

And faltbfaVly devo\.«^ «erraoi^* 
ChUum, AugUMt J«th. 
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1 must not abide on this subject : I had your very 
good letter^ and think myself 

Your obUged friend and servant. 

4th Oct. 1686. 

XL. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

As I think time very well spent in reading yonr let- 
ters, good doctor, I am ever disposed to thank yon 
for them, and all th« consolation they bring with 
them, the excitations to all good directions relating 
to practice or contemplation, by all pious arts, 
seeking a cure to an unhappy creature^ and faulty 
In giving too much scope to nature and passi6n, not 
duly considering the great blessings God still con- 
tinued to me; for that must have softened the 
sharpness of other thoughts, that have subdued me 
but too absolutely ; yet as you exceedingly well re- 
member me, I might reflect how my son was raised 
in my great day of trouble, and that I felt lately I 
could yet be more miserable, if the evil threatened 
had fallen on Another beloved child ; but God has 
been gracious to me in healing her sorrow, and 1 
will endeavour religiously to perform my resolutkm, 
made in my agonies for her, of some cheerful 
thankfulness. 

Your last, doctor, I recdved since my return to 
Wdburn ; the date was the 10th October. I have 
been the leiss quick in my answer, from some ex- > 
pectation, if yon came to London, I should lueiox 
jiipUn H-om you } bull think youTuau^^a]nl&^&)'Qfi^ 
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tiU November, and that to too ! 

this to Windaor. ' i >. . « t :<. 
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there cannot well be aaf 
have, I guess, those papers 700 once oite«dl»ta. 
sent to yon to Cotenham | bat ftmri 
so timely for me lo think iK to 
sonofyoorjoaraeyKiIiereiKdihlre; I ana 9917 fa* 
Ucitons yon sbonld be safe In the ilrat pteea} aid 
thenititAttowishaUffOOdpeiqile aU tfaibMUL 
they can hare by the ploos lateiini*ol aodi av m$ 
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my hearty wishes, yon may advise and chooaa*bf 
In this and all other coBoerat I I do llaa MV 
sincerely '- 

Your alTectionate tHendto aanc |M 

WolAtm AVbey, trtti Oit. ldB6. 

I hate now received a letter fhNn lady Q 
boioogfa, at sturprlslag as any thing of that kin 
be to one* It la fta tell ne thai k»td Pkni# 
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oome from his sister Digby's, the night before, to 
ask his father's leare to marry the lord Brook's 
eldest daughter,* and was retoming in baste to ac- 
complish k. My lady indeed writ to me, as loBf 
ago as when they were entertaining the king at 
Portsmouth, that a Warwickshire knight had wrk 
to her lord to propose this young lady to his son, 
bat I expected no other effect from it, than has 
been fttmi so many other motions of that kind; 
however, the wise man says, there is a time for all 
things. I am certain there can be none in which t 
do not wish tfadr mothei^s children happy as my 
own« I think myself hugely obliged to my lady in 
taking care I may not have all the advertisements 
ftom a newspaper, or the hand of these as Httle 
concerned, as 1 had now, and happened to open it 
before hen, not knowing it, the superscription not 
being her hand. It was a matter so unlooked for by 
me, it gained no credit, till i read my lady's own 
letter. 

XLL 
TO OR. FITZWiLLIAM. 

DO not love, good doctor, to let your letters lie 
me unanswered. I ever find much in them that 
presses my obligation to you, and as soon inclines 

Wriothcsley Baptist, k»rd Camdeo, «on to Edwaid 
of Gainsborough, tyy lady Elisabeth Wriothesley ; mar- 
Catharine, daughter to Fulk Grevitle, lord Bnxdc. 
\arine, sister to William, earl (afterwards duke) of 
Md, WAS married to RolMvt, fhtbar of Fulk, loid 
k. 
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XLII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

OTBUfo lees Mai than what happened last week 
I my poor sister's family, I think, shoold have kept 
le, I am sure not willingly, from writing to yon, 
Qod doctor; but yon will not wonder I fonnd no 
ne for such an exercise as this, when yon know 
has been the will of God. to take the life of her 
Weft 8oo,« after lying ill of a ferer eight days. I 
etteve she takes it heavily, for tmly I have not seen 
AT since the child died on Sunday morning, and 
ler lord and herself went on Saturday night to lady 
larvey*8.f She gave me her girl to take home to 
lie ; the other boy being then feverish also, con- 
Innes in the honae. Now my own sad trials ma- 
ling me know how mean a comforter I can be, I 
hlnk my best service is to tsike some care of her 
wo children, who are both well now ; and hope 
}od will be pleased to keep them so, and teach her 
o be content. God should place his creatures where 
le knows it is best for them to be, and when it is 
MSt for us, we shall go to them ; but they must not 
»me back to us, who remain to struggle in an un- 
lidet world, in all appearance; yet God's hand is 
not shortened that he cannot save ; however, if he 

• Ralph, fOB to Ralph and EliiabaCh Mcnrtague, tfad 
ibottt txrelTe yean okl. 

t Lady Harvey, EliabeCb, daughter of Edward (flrther of 
Rjitph) lord Montague, was married to lir Daaid Harvey, 
knight, ambanador to Conttaattiiopla. 

f2 
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blotted, I fear to mistake, therefore this is by the 
jiosty to assure you I ^m very faithfully 

Your friend and servant. 

9th Feb. 1689—7* Ash Wednesday. 

Lord Newport * gave up his staff on Tuesday. 
The Gazette this day says lord Waldegrave has the 
lord Maynard*s; aud lord Yarmouth Newport^sf 
staff. Prince George is ill of a fever. Both the 
children were opened; the eldest was all con- 
sumed, but the youngest very sound^ and likely to 
live. 

XLIII. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I MUST keep still to Friday, since I have not a new 
direction from you, as I asked by the post last week. 
I will not repeat the sad intelligence I gave you then, 
because I am sure ydn cannot be without the infor- 
mation now. 

The good princess has taken h^r chastisement 
heatily ; the first relief of that sorrow proceeded 
ftom the threatening of a greater, the prince being 
ilL I never heard any relation more moving than 
that of seeing them together. Sometimes they wept, 
sometimes they mourned ; in a word, then sat silent, 

* Francis lord Newport, afterwards earl of Bradford, 
married Diana, sister to William earl (duke) of Bedford. 

t WilUam Paston, earl of Varmouth, treasurer c^ Uw 
household^ married the lady Charlotte lemVcDA ^«ecAr^^ 
MariM Boyle, or Fitxroy, natural daufAitei to CtuK^Bk'^*'Vil 
EJuabetb KUlegrew. 
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ther than the next room ; the present 
loss of the other has occasioned more c 
than was necessary. This is a fine liv 
hope God will spare it to them to th 
and not in wrath, as sometimes one 
children are. We little know what 
ask for, when we do so for the lives f 
friends. 

The king reftises audience to moc 
till matters are acfjustcd with his m 
in Holland, for he has not had his y< 
' — « been to visit this, that i 
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yet walkiug with his white staff.* The reports are 
di?er8 ; som^ say he has answered the qaestioii un- 
BUUiDeriy ; bat the king told him» in consideration 
of his age^ he should wear his staff: others are apt 
to think he will be absent ; and more are of tlds 
last opinion ; as also that the parliament shall con- 
tinne still to be prorogued. The lord Sunderland 
oud to that effect a few days ago ; but the words of 
ministers . are not easily understood In their true 
neaning. 

The talk is great that France will early in the 
Mfinag fall into Alsace, but my French friends will 
not allow it ; they agree he would fain make a peace 
of the trace, and fright them intolt, (if nothing else 
will do) with the threats of a war, yet will engage 
in none. 

I am, sir, your real friend. 

18th F«b. 1066—7. 

XLIV. 
** TO DH. FITZWILLIAlf. 

There is so much reason, doctor, to think that 
time well spent is so in reading your excellent let- 
ters, that it is time lost to spend any in telling yoa I 

• Duke of Ormond was steward of the household t he 
died £6th July, i6(», eminent for seal, loyalty, and fidelity. 
His son, Thomas earl of Ossory, honoured and esteemed by 
all for bis eoiurage, virtue, and many excellent qualities, 
died 1679 : by his lady, Amelia de Nassau, he left several 
diildren ; his eldest daughter, Elizabeth,, was married to 
James Stanley, earl of Derby. He defended his flitiieiH 
'^MBduet in parliament with fepirit and sueoesfc . 






will never find cause to let 
dovbt whether I nse some s 
for all future events, aud tc 
ness the oonnsel and instm 
men, whote friendship, zea 
pose them with piunfiil.la 
win us to that is infinite! 
think, could but this single 
in bur hearts, that God ki 
place his creatures, and it 
nflit^to punish what he ha 
safely could we live by rule; 
not as perhaps I do, becaui 
was a perpetual bliss to me 
we are strangers and pilgrii 
to a better country, and i 
with bad accommodations i 
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perpetual calm. What can b^ more? The thought 
asps one's heart, and causes the imprisoned soul, - 
» loDg to take her flight ! But it is our duty to 
"ait with patience each of us our appointed time.- 
My sister is just now at Mr. Winwood's, by 
JTindsor; when she comes bacic, I shall make her 
now how much you have cclnsidered her ; and I 
ray God to lay it close to her heart, that she may 
etiire into the. strengths of grace, the more slta- 
erdy she is assaulted with discomfits here. She 
las a fine lovely boy left. The poor princess con- 
imies still at Richmond, too sad I fear. 

Monsieur Dylcvelt had his audience on Monday, 
i&d was retired with the king half an hour in his 
doset. He is allowed to be a man of parts and 
Integrity : what his business is, every one is left to 
his own guess as yet.* 

Lord Clarendon landed on Monday last: it is 
affirmed the new governor lays heavy weight on 
him, as that he leaves the people under great dis- 
oonragements, occasioned by the sad stories he has 
told them, and using all arguments to bring them 
away by whole families ; that in a little time he did 
not doubt to reassume them, when they would be 
made sensible no harm was meant to them. 

The king is marrying the lady Mary Tudor to one 
Mr. Radcliffe, f a gentleman of great estate in the 
north, and ancient family; a papist. 

* DykveUfb inttructioiu were dnwn up by Dr. Burnet.— 
** Biiiory qf hit own Timet,** page 708. 
. t Sir Francis Ratclifl; of Dilaton, Northumberland, mar- 
ried the lady Mary Tudor, natural daughlet to Chax\ek W. 
^ Maxy Davia. He waa created eaxl o( Deiii«n>V«iStas» 
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Englaud, and juu{^w. 
tegrity ; which b more than co^ 
Mr. Jenkyns • of the northy he 
1200 ponncls per anmiiii. 

He was aooued as the author i 
let's grievous misfortune, bnt \ 
rations he denied it to persons < 
.] L that were concerned for her ; y 

^ .. j; '^ self her husband more than a y 

y j ' ' f' of so bad a story. Lord North? 

;'.-/] ]■■.. last presented, on the bishop's ^ 

- j ! .; the king, to which there is yet 

: ; I ; { petition contained no more th 

: J ■ " sense of lying under the king's 

,M. r : ging that might be taken oflf 
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* Toby Jenkins, esq. of Grinu 
'-"iv Ellabeth Pawlet, youngest 
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ration will presently come oat, to show the king's 
dispensing power. * Mr. Savil was yesterday morn- 
ing in the king's closet. — ^The event is expected; 
Many are persuaded the French king is bent for 
action tliis spring ; my French friends will not al- 
low it. If my paper did not pat me in mind, I 
know not how long I should have rambled on. 
Koommust be left for all my good things; the 
best turkey, the best pork and cheese that can be ; 
eat: the last bit of pork eat last night. This it 
not lent-iare, doctor. ^ 

95 Vtbtuaxy, 1066-7. 

XLV. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Although I take your life, good doctor, to be a 
continual doing good to souls, and am very certain 
you would not exclude mine from the best benefits 
you can help it with ; and therefore from the ge- 
neral coarse of your actions do rely upon being 
profited by your precepts, examples, and pioos 
prayers ; yet I know myself to owe you, as one yon 
iaVe distinguished from others by your particular 
labours, to make my sorrowful soul find comfort in 
wiiat true joys are only to be found. Therefore, if 
I knew how, I would, both in my actions and wordily 
make my acknowledgments distinguished from 
others.' I know, of what sort they are you would 
like best ; to preserve myself with better care to 

■^ ■ 
« JMrmnr it, ided-T, a proclamation tot \3&Mict<i ^ c»Bk« 
^efmem ia SeotiMttd. AprU 4, l6a7»kliig3«i»M\\:% ««diii> 
««tw, #ii,pMkIiiv the penal Uws «nd t»U 



days, I lived as if I knew no ni|$ti« 
that makes my separation still so 
to my sliame and sorrow, I most 
bearl'Seems so bound down to a i 
that even the solemnity of this hi 
calls for our most exalted praises 
nor yet does it melt at the medi 
Saviour's suffering for sinners ; 1 
are ever ready, when I permit tl 
my calamity. This is matter of 
and, I hope, I make it such ; am 
ing the doty, till God sees. it i 
better refreshments, and taste 
which his servants are often so 
win wait with a quiet submissi< 
Here has appeared no great 
went ; the liberty of consciem 
natter, I meddle not with it, 
lower matters, as I may tell 
admiral Herbert* is forbid to 
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Mr. Forester, who has been in Holland some con- 
siderable time, is sent for by a privy seaL 

There is a sheet of paper writ, as the king his 
uAdj by doctor Bpmet, to f;ite reasons mgainst 
taking away the test. It is bard to get ; when J 
liave it yon shall see it. Some think it is not Bur- 
■et's.^ 

The prince alid princess have consented to see 
him no more. Lady Rochester f lies still in a lam- 
gaishing condition. Lord Peterborough | Is. de- 
clared a Roman Catholic: the report is, two more, 
the chancellor § and )ord preside&t|| will ncau 
Annday. I ■ remember no more, so leave yon to the 
Gazette, ever continuing 

Your real friend and servant, 

1 April* i66r. 

XLVL 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

hr doctor FitzwiUiam's letter from Windsor, I 
have a demonstration to add to many others, that 
be remembers me wherever he is. A piece of paper 
which I scribbled out to you, lies, I believe, at,your 
house at Cotenham. However foolish a thing it 
maybe to say, the head-ache has hindered me ag^n 
writing to you; since ( knew you to be at<Windsor; 

• Burnet wrote the nuouB ag^init repealing the test. 

t Henrietta, daughter of Richard Boyle, earl of Burling* 
Unl and Cork, wife of Lawrence Hide, earl of Rochester. 

% Henry Mordaunt, earl of Peterborough { he died wfChr 
out issue male, 1697. 

f J«IEbrles. I Earl at Sundeilsad. 
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quest ; for truly I am w*.. 
those pains upon me. Howe 
not so fierce ; as I was indolg 
great care not to disappoint i 
into the ooantryy which the 
]Make without rae ; . therefore i 
till yesterday was past, wonl 
might increase the pain. It is 
pretty well this morning ; but 
ther you would read this or i 
journey to Cotenham, I write 
have a just title to all my ) 
sequently to the best i^eoon^ii 
in my imperfect prayers foi 
ships upon yom^ And now 
zettesy and till the holy weel 
recommending ever me and 
in your choicest hours. 

May, iter. 
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pions and so kind a friend would haTe been an ad- 
vantage to me I am not at all worthy of, who en- 
tertain with 80 heavy a heart those many and great 
mercies God still preserves to me his mnrmuring 
si^rvanty who am indeed brimful with the memory 
of that unfortunate and miserable change in my 
own condition, since I lived regularly here before. 

The' poor children are well pleased to be a little 
while in a new place, ignorant how much better it 
has been both to me and them ; yet I thought I 
found Rachel not insensible, and I could not but be 
content with it in my mind. Those whose age can 
afford them any remembrance, should, methinks, 
have some solemn thoughts for so irreparable a 
loss to themselves and family ; though after that, I 
would cherish a cheerful temper in them with all 
the industry I can ; for sure we please our Maker 
best, when we take all his providences with a cheer- 
ful spirit. 

Lord Camden hath sent to see m^, but whether 
I shalT see him or no, I cannot tell. I find my time 
is spent, so will put up the Gazettes, and bid yon 
adieu for this time, ever continuing 

Your faithful friend to serve you. 

My sister Alington, her sister, and daughter 
Alington, and my brother Robert, have made me a 
visit of two days. I am thankful, though I vrished 
it longer. I hear Mr. Cheek is put froni the Tower, 
and Sir • ♦ ♦ Hales* in his place. 

Stratton, 15 June, l6fl7* ' 

• Sir Edward Hales, a Papist, had a regiment of toot, 
tod wat made Ueuteaantof the Jower. 



I HAVB jOn rcw.^w ^ 

enough it comet to me, this b 
sad day that ushered in the gr 
life ; the same day my dear loi 
his house, I entertained the sad i 
after losing tlie dght of him for 
< what the manner of it will be 

;. and unknown to us ; It is enou 

liappy eternally. 
C I think yon judge amiss, gi 

\} canse those excellent rules and 

me do not fix me in a tietter 
state of comfort, therefore you 
ha?e had some useful influei 
quick, and a reflection as soor 
presented ; also the inconveni 
i\ as soon confessed when a re 

;^= : sent ; but we cannot hafe n 

'ii'r^ . will not, or cannot, being b< 

■f ' collect by memory, and mak 

"—wwpr. doctor, though I 
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hallow it Dot by unjustifiable passions; and having 
giFen some hours to privacy in the morning, live !& 
my house as on other days^ doing my best to b^ 
tolerably composed. It is my first trial; for aU 
these sad years past I have dispensed mth the flee- 
ing any body, or. till late at night ; sometime* I 
coiild not avoid that without a singularity I do doC 
affect, lliere are three days I like best to give ^p 
to ref^^tlon ; the day my lord was parted from hU 
£wuily, that of his trial, and the day he was re- 
leased from all the evils of this perishing world. * 

I thank you agiun, good doctor, for your season- 
able prayer. It may be this shall be the last letter 
I send you from hence, though I stay till Monday 
le'Dnight ; variety of care, and little affairs, it is 
possible, may prevent other e}i;erci8es I stand more 
iodined to. When I come to Woburn, if no sooner, 
I will agiun repeat, that I hold myself to be, good 
doctor. 

Your obliged friend and servant. 

S5 Jiia0« Ki67. 

Miss Montague is with me, 

I hope breeding prevents my sedng ny sister. 

XLIX. 

THE PRINCESS OF OHANOB TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I DID not expect so muxy thanks, my lady Rnstell, 
as I find In your letter by Mr. Dykvelt, who has said 

• Lord Runell was anretted June <6, tried Julj^ 13, aod 
July 81, 168S. 



oppoitunlty Of 
ted I am u' miidi to te^ now im w. .. 
Mn; Heitat wUl sooner Hud one tim 
to lesfe ^ils with ber, not kniifriii^ H 
€otMS to jou ; bot wlieuevor it doos^ pti 
jintice to belieie; that I bate all the 
yoa wfaidi 80 90od a dun^pter deBcrv 
heard gifen yod by all peo^ both 1 
Bi^liiid add since I hate been hen 
bad as mndi idty as any ooold hare of 
fbrtnaca yon have bad^ with nnieh mdi 
when tlMj happen-to necsQiis who de 
and yet those are they'we often nee 
bi^ in the wmU* as yon find by ei 
I hope yonr son will lire to be a 
whidi, nader God, I beliere will b 
can hare. As for myself, I can only 
-^ "-(v lord of Bedford, that I sho 
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L. 
TO DR. FITZWILLLAIC 

* 

ctOT, I can still but do the same thing over 
ank yon infimtely for all your good deeds 
[ xnnst observe to you how kindly Proid^ 
will imitate yon, and not call it chance) 
of your letters to my hands. I read yours 
aly on the SOth, the eve of that day — I will 
: my hand to write, fatal, because the blow 
I it was that which gave eternal rest to my 
friend. I do not contend on these days 
I nature, but keep her as innocent as I can. 
r having laid all my sorrows at the foot of 
le of grace, I allow some of the remaining 
f my time to what disposes me best to cool 
Ij^hts and entertain a tired mind, writing 
nay do it freely ; where my weakness shall 
, not censured; yet I shsdi be short, beings 
admit an interruption, not a welcome one 
, lady Sunderland* in her way to Windsor 
I visit, which I refused not in the afternoon 
e. To my best I took the method you 
le, and I must tell you, that when I came 
art of your letter, where you put the case, 
ftrt tells me so, as indeed it does, I made a 

SunderlaacU dau^ter of George Digby, earl of 
ho, though a Roman Catholic, in lG73, spoke in 
the test vol in general, as pnqper at that tliQA« 4*r 
mself a Catbdlic of ths chuciftit VaXiMA. cA. ^Ccyt 

OtOM. 
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object of my love all I can i 
aod if I may be directed a 
cation, what is it I have t 
perishing world for myself 
belieriiig that I covet, hai 
sin. 

Tiiis must find you at Wi 
be the shorter ; I Icnow he 
there. I perceiie your bu; 
rity ; it is a happy thing t( 
good : may you do so long, 
iind my sister carrying on a 
I will ever remain 
Your oblige 
Si July, 1687. 

LI. 
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travellers. I wish you all the benefit of the waters 
you wish yourself; the same I do assure yon, sir, 
in ail other occnrrences of your life.- It seems I 
must remit 'seeing you, as yoti once kindly intended. 
When I received your services to them, the lady and 
mistress of Herseheath were both here ; they left 
us laftt Thursday, but I guess you may meet them 
at London, about the beginning of the term. My 
sister says she intends but a week's stay. I am in 
expectation to see my niece Digby in her way to 
Warwickshire ; she sends me word she will dine 
here, and give me a sight of her little boy. Lord 
Camden and his lady have been at Bremen with 
their cousin Kingston.* I am told the twa cousins 
agiee the country is a dull place iir winter. I am. 
easily drawn to believe my lord Gainsborough might 
lie sensible of a change at Titchfield, finding a mis- 
tress of it, and remembering those he had known 
there before ; but almost all changes seem strange, 
yet this world we are so apt to dote upon is a per- 
petual passing from one thing to another, and rarely ^ 
to more pleasing objects. But it is our duty to be 
contented with all — a hard task sometimes, doctor. 
I hear the French king, as a finishing stroke, is 
preparing an edict which all new converts shall 
sign ; though so weak as to have signed before, yet 
they must now again, how they have been in- 
stmcted,^ and are in their hearts convinced of the 
doctrine and practice of the Roman church, even 

• William Pierrepoint, earl of Kingston, married Anne, 
eldest daughter to Robert Greville, lord Brook ; and lord 
Camden, Wriothesley Baptist (afterroxda eaxV ol ^^«!a&> 
borough) married Catharine, eldest daugYilei to Yx)9^Vst^ 
Irook, Roberi't brother. 



iWVTf luum. w.w 

converse no more with them.* 

I can easily and with much satlsfoc 
much time with yon, bnt for ezpedlt 
hanng an opportunity to send this by o 
ing to London, I will add no more thai 
great truth, that I am 

Your faithful sad friend anc 

5 Oct. 1087. 

I have a large bundle of Gazettes < 
conveyed to Loudon, but then you are 
to read them ; so unless you send for 
resting place will be at Wobum. 

* King James II. provoked at Bumeft pi 
marks (m the earl of Melfort*s Letter to the 
terian Ministers. — Apology for the Church 
Da«o/tna airainst repealing the Test. — Reflect 
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LII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Although your letter, good doctor, is dated i&tb 
October, I read it not till the 20th, having received 
that with maDy other^ so late, I believe it was past 
midnight before I had done. Yoiirs was not the 
last, neither; for when I had mu over my commoD 
and impertinent ones, (snch I term compliments 
of course or feigned ones) I hastened to yoors ; in- 
deed you malce me greater compliments than any 
body else; bnt I have no charge against you for 
doing so ; what they exceed in I must bring the accu- - 
sation against myself. The near and pleasing con- 
cern you make the well being of me and mine to be 
to you, I believe most hearty and sincere, and kindly 
engages me to great thankfulness ; but amongst 
your choicest expressions, you are induced to say 
you could rather envy my condition than pity it, 
from an opinion of being supported and comforted, 
with a well-grounded persuasion of my having a 
right and title to those precious premises, that wiU 
give a pleasant and perpetual rest to the weary and 
heavy-laden soul. This, doctor, is perhaps what 
yon niistake in ; and^ have led you into the error 
by speaking too well of my own thoughts or exer- 
dsea, 'which are truly all mean, and encompasacd 
. with uncomfortable weakness ; yet I have not tlK 
confusion to reflect I have said any thing from b 
false gloiy; I should, if 1 can discern rl^bt^^n:QiB% 
my own heart by it, and thai %t^« ol ^^ ^^(^c^;^ 
dUposea me, though in the meaae^X A««t«»» \» «^ 
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;h the Letter to the Disseuter, vanUhed, so that I 
er read it : that kind of title baa kept it in my 
id .ever since. Your curiosity, doctor, is sure 
meless, though very mean are most of the amuse- 
nts of a life to endure so little a while, as the 
gest is upon earth. 

The result of the master of Magdalen College 
Euown to you before this, and will be to us here, 
ope, to-morrow,» 

igB he had been reported to have said against hia k)rd- 
). In good policy we ought to suflbr no man to' be our 
my if we can possibly avoid it ; but such was his lordship's 
ural disposition, that in the whole course of my life, I 
er knew a man more ready at all times to forgive, and 
U never forget his expression upon this occasion—" Sir, 
irou did not say the words, I am very glad of it ; and 
n if you did, I am glad you find cause to be of another 
d." 

1 the reign of James II. many pieces were written fi>r 
■gainst liberty of conscience ; one in J 685, intitled 
tkort Discourte upon the RetuomMerteu qf Men's 
^ a Religion" See. by George VUliers, duke of Buck- 
\au Ralph says, that on l6th April, l687, he died 
(lect, and almost obscurity, at his house in Yorkshire : 
Todigal son of a most rapacious father, who was 
I with 'wealth, beauty, parts, dignity, plaee, and 
, only to show their eminent insignificancy, when 
>mpanied with wisdom and virtue. He had above 
'. a year at the Kestoration; at last 8,5001. a year 
he had left; mu<9i too little for his profUse way of 
He took with him a company of ruffians into York- 
ot money from the tenants by force, was guilty of 
t an inn, and died. The family and estate expired 
icond generation. — Oldmixon. ^ 

king ordered the vice-president and fellowi of Mai^,- 
nege, Oxford, to choose one¥«Z9i«c \!ki<^ ^^tsAA^ec^*. 
ed Dr, John Hough (afterfi«x4a\&fttfy(f\x ^« «»^ 
>iiijDiMioner8, with Cin;'ifT\||ht, ^ttee ^Scbd^^w**** 
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It la a Teproacb to mfielf, gow 

not once aioce yon went given 

but It hat come to p 
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yet uot got over : one week more I hope will aial^e 
me guess at the issue. 

This day miss Nod is made a mie, and my girls 
are but jiist come from the ceremony ; i shcmld 
have spoke properly to have said yesterday^ for I 
hear it strike one o'clock, yet I had company would 
sit to see my girls come home ; and I'^onld not 
leave this to be written to-morrow, for I am to be 
in my coach at seven o'clock to dine with my sister 
Montague at Windsor. 

The newa most talked of is, the king has sent to 
call over the English forces out of Holland ; the 
French papers will tell the rest. The town is full 
of what you or I have little to do with, balls and 
rejoicings.* It is time to close this from -* 

Your faithful ^end to serve yon to my power. 

^ Jan. l68r— 8. 

One (/clock in t|ke morning. 

LIV. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Just after I had retrieved time enough to scribble 
to you, and enclose some French papers, I received 
yours of 24th January, which though you would 
not term it such, I made as a sort of kind reproof; 
aad indeed I had a guilt upon me, that it miglit 

• On the SSd Dec ]6e7« a proclamation issued, appointing 
thaUth of January to be observed as a tlianksgiving for the 
qUMi't being with oiiild, within the bills of ^oaortaUty ; and 
tiM SIKh of January in themrt of the duudbes of Enfteail. 

o2 
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constat hurry, «<w. 
my duty to my child, and to my 
j j. = f^ret Russell,* which, by God's 

! j- do as cordially as to my child 

, many diiScalties in both ; yet, ii 

: , • no stop bat sach as the formci 

: j. i which, from any we can learn c 

j i conclusion till he is sixteen. 

> [ . I thank yon, good doctor, f 

which, whether I accept or nc 
do all in a kind respect to y< 
sense of your esteem to me an 
sorry if 1 make not use of it ' 
I would take liberty to do. 

I tmst, if I perfect this gi 
endeaTOurs will prosper ; onT 
what the event shall be ; br 
'— -^f Hjcht I did not look 
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shall be called or not. My boy said at dinner, it 
is a year of great wars, marriages, and robbing. 
To make good the second, it is reported lord Ha- 
ilfiiz is treating for the lord Kent* s son, and lady 
Essex for lord Carlisle's.* Sodlething of both I 
foncy there is. Some murders here 'have been, 
which no donbt have reached you before this will. 
But there is a private piece of news I know yon will 
be sorry for. Poor lord Gainsborough was seized 
on Tu^ay se'nnight with a dead palsy all on one 
side ; his speech returned quickly, and the last news 
was, he was much mended, had stirred his leg, but 
not his arm, and my niece writ they feared he did 
not see with the eye on that side, but were loath to 
ask, for fear of dkheartening hhn : if we hear he 
haa passed a week, I hope he may recover to some 
degree. 

Queen dowager's f resolutions for Portugal can- 
not be new to yon : it occasions much talk, her 
humour and way of living not warning any to sus- 
pect she would retire out of the world. Lord Ox- 
ford has at last his regiment taken from him. { 
It is stud the king told him, he did not do it in re- 
gard to his religion, but his factiousness of mind, 
for his majesty would have the test. The queen 
goes on prosperously ; has seen two plays at White- 
hall. Now you have all the reports 1 can make, I 

• Charles Howmrd« afterWlurds earl of Carlisle, manried 
lady Elisabeth Capei, only surviving daughter of Arthur, 
earl of Essex. 

t Catharine, queen dowager of Charles II. did not go to 
Portugal till Mareh 30, 1692. 

. t A ubrey 4e V«re, aarl ol OxCwd, ivbo dicCi \si Vl^^, ll^^- 
out male istue. 




W Feb. I687~a 

. '";« fate audience at o 
in their habU« as ai 

J^rkerf that was tried 
JH'^n**. ^•''aiueg»8 or 

t^PapwtfihareJiought 
place, aud lady Bath's in 



PRINCESS OF ORANGE 

I HOPE my lady Rnssdl w 
beliere I would not have 1 
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so long without answering, had I not wanted an 
oppoitanfty of sending mine. Bat I hope Mr. Ras- 
sell, who brought me one, will find a way to send 
this to yoo, for I can stay no longer from desiring 
yon to malce do more excuses for writing. If yon 
knew the esteem I have fbr yon, yon would be per- 
suaded your letters could not be too troublesome ; 
and since you will make me believe it is some satls- 
^ £action to you, I shall desire you to continue; for I 
assure you I am extremely glad to contribute any way 
I ean to that. I hope this match of your daughter's 
wfil affi^rd you all the joy and comfort you can de- 
sire. I don't question but yon have made a very 
good choice ; and since I wish so well to my lord 
Devonshire, I cannot but be glad it is his son^ be* 
fieving you will have taught your daughter, alter 

intended the prince should be, if she eeme to the erown i 
her answer wm, that the rule and authority should he him, ' 
for she only desired that he would obey the comqiand of 
** Husbands, love your wives;" as she should do that of 
" Wives, be obedient to your husbands in all things.'* King 
William told archbishop Tennison, that he could not but ~ 
grieve, since he had lost a wife, who in seventeen years had 
never been guilty <xr an indiscretion. She had no relish for 
those indolent diverai(»is, wbidt are too common conaomers 
of most people's time, and which make as great wastes on 
their minds as they do on their fortunes. She was a per- 
fiBct example of conjugal love, chastity, and obedience. By 
her example, it became as mudi a fashion among the ladies 
of quality to work, as it had hem formeriy to be idle. Shfe 
thought it a barbarous diversion which resulted from the 
miafbrtunes, imperfections, or follies of others. She had 
read the best books in English, French, and Dutch, wbid» 
were almost equally familiar to her — but ga.ve the tomX tsS. 
btr retired h(hiT$ to the reading bf the ScsVpteoxctt «aDki^VsK9uk 
rating to tbem* 



tuiicem i nave tor yoa. 
Hague, 13 Febnuuy, 1667— «. 

LVI, 

TO DR. FITZ WILLI AM 

i HAVB read your letter enough t 
thoughtB upon several matters, bnt i 
do deliberately, or to examiue how 
with yoa in every poiut ; nor will I 
till I do ; though I never had less tim 
at my own disposal ; so that unless I 
it is very likely I may delay till next 
with hard difficulties in the lawyen 
are forced to be with a great many oi 
sion, which is very troublesome at thi 
who would fain be delivered from th 
my affair, and so put some period to 
methinks I make in my intended man 
the rest of mv Aiva on t^arth nn* i • 
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Letters came out of Holland on Wednesday night, 
which, in as respectful terms as is possible in that 
case, refuse to send the troops, saying, they have 
cost them a great deal, they are threatened on all 
hands, and know of no capitulation which obliges 
them to send them, the Iting being quiet at home 
and abroad : but if his majesty had occasion, they 
would soon send them, and many more to his 
aid; and for such officers as would retire from 
them, they were at liberty. 

I hare been told the king 'should say, Amster- 
dam had better intentions, but the parts of the 
States prevailed, who, perhaps, had a mind to 
quarrel, but seemed to imply he had none. Thb 
piece of news I would insert, though I hare a man 
of business by me, whom I must speak to when I 
have closed this. 

Sister Alington has sold her house to lord Bris* 
tow, so is kept still in town. Lady Manchestep 
was married last Wednesday to a fourth son* of 
George Montague, a man of twenty-four ; the same 
was said to have writ the answer to the Hind and 
Panther. Lord Grainsborough is better. I have 
writ your compliments this morning to sister Mon« 
tagne. 

. Next week you shall have the letters you ask 
for, and the Reflections on the Reformer. I do 

• Chariei Moatwu > afterwards earl of HalUluc* desoeiUtod 
from a younger branch of the M§nchetter Ikmily ; he had 
the reputation of a fine taste, and of being master at polite 
Uterature, as well as an eacounget of men of parts and 
learning. His skill as a q>eaker and manager were tmqoet" 
tioniMe { he had a jmi in writing tiie British Merehant, ill 
oppositioD to D. De'Foe^s Mercator.— 7VncI<U. 



TO DK. «AA««.«.-. 

Good doctor, take my good will In good part; 
wer^ not mightily employed this morning I shi 
not send you so short a letter, but I enclose 
(vazettes. I know no news worth sending doi 
the talk i.o, three new regiments shall be rau 
lord Salisbory and Abergavenny are talked of. 
new memorial is sent into Holland concerning 
forces. Rachel's affair is creeping forward: 
next, I believe, will tell you more. It is not 
considerable, but it is very tme, that I am dc 
Fit/.william's faithful 

And kind friend and secra 

c March, l687— «. 

LVIII. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 
" "-"* ♦^'» most encouraging, doctor, I ever 
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can do more than they are fitted for : my will Is 
with the best I am sure, and my hope is great that 
I am assbted with the best Director of our mindk^ 
and Disposer of all events : so I go quietly on, de- 
sire great diligence in all my actions, and expect by 
that slowness yon so. well approve of, to discover 
at one time what I cannot in another, that so I may 
complete this great work with as few errors as I 
can reasonably expect to make. I have a well bred 
lord to deal with, yet inflexible if>the point is not 
to Us advantage. I am to meet him this morning 
at eleven o'clock at the lawyer's chambers, pro- 
posiof^to give a finishing, stroke to the agreeifient 
between ns, and then the deeds will be drawn in a 
few more weeks, I hope, and this matter perfected. 
That of lady Margaret is to lord Strafford. God 
knows there are niany exceptions ; but the gentle- 
man is a worthy, honest man, and made an indnl- 
gent husband to the earl of Derby's daughter. He 
is afflicted mih stone and gout.* 

I could not have imagined the accident of the 
penknife would have proved so bad a business; yon 
must owe it to your oii'n neglect,- and your happy 
and profitable reflections upon it to the goodness 
ofGod. 



• wmiam. WtetMorth, earl of Straflbrd, married flnt, 
lady Mary Stanley, daughter to Jatnes earl oi Derby, wlio, 
and lord StralRnrd's father, were both beheaded : the latter 
was the greatest subject in power, not less in wisdom^ and 
little less in fortune, at that time in the three kingdoms. — 
Brit, Comp. His second wife was Henrietta Du Roy befor»i 
mentioned. The match with lady Margaret Russell did 
not succeed. (He died in 1693, without issue.) She waa 
married to admiral Russell. 



I cannot yet proc»«! ^ ,j, 1 

cried up. .ooototment, and v 

^'-"^TavTwS^tWng to do to r 

am undresseo • ^ doctor, 

tame^rTourfaitbfnlfnoB. 

nothing ^t-Tr"^"^- 
forget to th«»W^«f°'f;„o^ no 

16 March. l687-«- 

. «i Pacificutn, or the b 
. Parliamentum r ^^^ent. 

_ —to.;*! an ne»w»*B . ^ ^^«. ^r 
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LIX. 
TO DR. PITZWILLIAM. * 

cannot omit this, because Tknow I shall gain * 
ae, and the best adyantages by it : what is our 
tn interest we are seldom wanting to onrselres 
. That which I expect from you, you will ^now 
hen I tell you Rachel is now ill of the measles, 
hich in your best hours, I desire you will remem- 
T, with praises for her hopeful condition : it is 
e third day, so I hope the danger is over ; but bad 
fects so often follow afterwards, my fears still 
mtinue ; yet I trust God will direct and bless my 
ire. I will add no more^ but in haste sign a truth 
»7 heartily, that I am 

Your constant friend and servant. 
S3d March, l667-^. 

LX. 
TO DR. PITZWILLIAM. 

fis SO late before I sit down to write, that I would 
!t it alone, if I did not mistrust doctor FitzwiUiam 
as concern enough for me to be uneasy, if I do not 
ill him how Rachel does, after having given him ' 
le report of her being ill of the measles. I bless 
lod for it (with all the powers of my soul) she-is 
sry well freed' from that distemper, and yesterday 
egan to purge. I continue yet parted from the 
ther two ; but, so they are well, 1 can endure the 
t>8ence as well as any body; no more, in this un- 



una tlVIV* U«M« bi<vus| WMt* A «aw«>w« 

of temper would make her go ti 
bemg very fond. She promised us 
if she cousiders, sure she ought i 
is Done, and her life irreparable to 
aud she has a skilful friend by her, 
trust ; and then she can look aftei 
dren. Poor doctor Cligat's wife i 
small-pox at doctor Sharpe's ho« 
came as soon as her husband die 
removing, having never had them, 
but who has the measles or small-] 
yvu a hoo}L cried up to be very wel 
has offended the States in a high mi 
as it«i8 said, they have desired t 
called in. Eioctor Burnet, as I he 
has writ a sheet of answer, the n 
ever writ yet ; nobody but the kit 
speak as if the queen's going to M 
be doubtful. 

I am^ good doctor. 
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LXI. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

"hough I know bow very little my letters are 
mrih, yet I regret yon bad none last Friday, be- 
avse you looked for it : I meant to bave writ tbe 
ay before, donbting my want of time on CkxKl 
"liday ; yet my little affairs and care came sO £BSt 
pon me, I did it not : if I bad bad a pleasing an- 
wer to bavj^given yon in respect of yonr Magdalen 
oUege man, I bad not foiled. 

lliey tell me tbey are resolved to send a gentle- 
lan tHat is tbeir cbaplain now, wbo tbey give a 
reat cbaracter to. As to lord Exeter's son, I 
now Uttle of bim : did once bear a gentleman say 
ly lord bad sncb tbougbts, but never afterwards, 
'or some reasons I will not set down bere, I don't 
[link it proper for me to meddle tbere. 

Tbe princess bas miscarried, and tbe qneenmucb 
idisposed, but is better they say. It is a very bar- 
en time for news, except what relates to trans- 
ctions beyond sea, and that the French or English 
lazettes inform. 

I am fnll of small affairs, and called away by a 
entleman's coming to me. 
I am faithfully, good doctor, 

Yonr friend to serve you to my power. 

19 April, 1668. 



siBce you wiQ have me believe they 
faction to yoa. I am sure I may le 
to consider God's providence in si 
to make it easy. I hope yon ^vill h 
casiou to exercise that submission 
all that comes from him, in such 
formerly ; but that the happiness of 
and the success of all else you und 
yon all the content you can desire, 
glad I could any way contribute to : 
kind, or have an opportunity of 8h< 
I desire to be your friend. 
Hague, 81 May,l688. 

LXIIl. 
TO DR. FITZWILLU 

When I tell you, good doctor, thi 
paper, fchat is the immediate one,' 
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good, and God*s holy spirit has been my director 
in this whole affair. 1 do not ask your prayers; 1 

of William, who became earl of Devonshire in 1084, who 
had been a true firiend to lord RuaselL^ Bttmet aayi, he had 
the coura^ of a hero, with an unusual proportion of wit > 
and knowledge, and a peculiar softness in his exterior de- 
portment. He had been fined 30,oooZ. for striking C<d. 
Culpepper in the verge of the court; king James oflteed to 
excuae the fine, but it had no eSbct on that brave and gene- 
rous nobleman ; he chose rather to expose himself and for- 
tune to the rigour of the court, than to desert the interest 
of his country in such a time of peril (l688,) so he Joined 
in the undertaking with great readiness and resolution.— >. 
OldmixoVi, Ralph nys, he was told, that soon after the 
aevere sentence was passed on lord Cavendish, the countess, 
his mother, who had long absented herself firom court, made 
her appearance in the circle, and having acquainted his ma- 
jesty that she was come to pay her son's fine, presented him 
with an acknowledgment, under the hand of lung Charles 1. 
that he stood indebted to the father for the like sum that 
was now to be squeesed out of the son. In 1694 he was 
created duke, the preamble to his patent setting forth, 
*' That the king and queen could do no less for one who 
had deserved the best of them— one who, in a corrupted age, 
and striking into the basest flattery, had constantly retained 
the manners of the ancients, and would never suflfer himself 
to be moved either by the insinuations or the threats of a 
deceitful court; but equally despising both, like a true 
asserter of liberties, stood always for the laws : and we ad- 
vising with him how to shake o£f that tyranny, he, with 
many other peers, drawn over to us by his example and 
advice, gave us the greatest assistance towards gaining a 
most absolute victory without Uood, and so restoring the 
ancient rights, religion," dec William, his son; succeeding 
in 1701, queen Anne conferred on him his father's placet 
of dignity and trust, with this most gracious expression — 
** That she had lost a loyal subject and a good friend in his 
father, but did not doubt to find them both again in the 
■on."— jBrilMsft Compendium* 



U8SELL*S LBTTBRt. 

?m, and have tbem still. Dnv 
i office. And now I take ktve 
the only letter i shall write to- 
fet in some harry. We all dine 
8 to-day : one week more will 
[ trust, to consider of this sad 
; to me, though sadly, not un- 
3od. 

I am yoar faithfol friend. 

interrupted me yestezday mon- 
ng to put up my letter, to make 
of diamond pvndants, and sti^ 
8 letter till it was too late ; so I 

)08t. 

LXIV. 

I. PITZWILLIAM. 

Q8 are very welcome, good doc- 
,11 gire them to my young wo- 
dertalce they will be so. I tn»t 

for his blesKiug on her, even to 
sh them. We have all the pro- 
re (1 thinlv) to be had : of those 
least, though that ingredient is 

rightly. We found difficulty 
things dispatched to have the 
?n it was ; and if it had not been 
sked doctor Fitzwilliam to have 
our dean would have been gone ; 
1 hurried it off, being in great 



I 
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laste to go to the Bath, and had the writings sent 
MU on Tuesday night oat of town to be signed by 
offd fizeter * and lord Gkdnsboroogh, here again on 
nuirsday morning early enough for them to be 
puurried^ because we*could get no licence to do it 
in the afternoon. I do not justly remember any 
expression I hare used that intimated my opinion 
of your hard thoughts of that state, which un- 
doubtedly affords the sweetest comforts of life, or 
the bitterest sorrow of it. No indeed, doctor, I 
have only thought you had respect for a single 
state of life, when persons remained so by choice ; 
and all your part in the course of your life, 1 have 
ever considered as acted and <tirected by true piety. 

As early as my vaoumful heart can, I will pass 
over those sad fiays, which, at the return of the 
year, will, let me struggle all I can, set more lively 
than at other times, sad objects before my sight ; 
but the reviving hope of that immortal life my 
dear friend is already possessed of, is my best sup« 
port. 

This very solemnity has afforded me, alas ! many 
a thought I was forced to checlc with all my force, 
they malting me too tender ; though in retirement 
they are pleasant : and that way I can indulge my* 
self in at present. Sure, if departed souls know 
what we do, he approves of what I have done ; 
and it is a reward upon his children, for his pa- 
tience and so entire submission during his suffer- 
Ingi. 



* John Cecil, earl of Exeter, married Anne, daughter to 
WflUam Cavendish, earl of Devonshire, as Edward earl 
«C Gainsborough did lady Russell's sister. 

TOL. I. H 



> I ! 



. I 



LXV. 
TO DR. FITZWILl 

Whether I say little or find 1 
am not easy iu my mind if I do i 
to good doctor Fltzwilliam once 
examine jnstly, I beliere it may 8 
terest than I am apt to ttiink m 
It is a sort of trading I get extrem 
come it brings is very yalnable to 
next letter will he particularly » 
friendship is very remaricable in 
times and seasons in your mind 
to do me good, if that is to be doi 
it, and nse it as a help, and part 
tainment in these my most sad di 
own there is a sort of secret deli 
of one of those mournful days; ] 
l>etter reason, one is. that I do nr 
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I do on Other days ; for, God knows, my eyes are 
3?er ready to pour out marks of a sorrowfiil heart, 
^hich I shall carry to the grave, that quiet bed of rest* 

I ^all deliver all your compliments. I find 
:hey must wait one other life for that estate, and 
le content with a legacy of 200/. at pres*eut tolyiiy 
aouming. 

The French papers will give you more news than 
can write, unless of so late a date as Wednesday, 
vhen the two judges HoUoway and- Powell were put 
»ut ; who were such cross fellowi^ as not to suifier 
ix or twelve charters, that were to be destroyed 
hat morning, to be so, putting by the consideration 

the next term ; so they Ue undetermined.* There 
ftre four judges ; two drew one way, two the other ; 
nd so no judgment could be given. There are se- 
erad conjectures concerning the bishops, but I write 
•nly matter of fact : and therefore say nothing of any 
ew converts are like to be, only that the lord pre- 
ident is one, and has carried the torch, and asked 
ardon for his heresy. Lady Essex's daughter was 
larried yesterday to the lord CaVlisle's son, a young 
ride, like mine at home. Mrs. Alington has been 

1 town, I hear, for two or three days, but i saw 
er not ; she is gone down with lady I>orset to 
!nuwls, lord Dorset's house, near IMnbridge. I 
n called away. Sir, 

Your obliged friend and servant. 

ath July, J68& 

• In lew than a week after the bishops were acquitted, 
m king struck HoUoway and Powell off the list of Judges, 

a public mark of his displeasure.— Aa/j>A. Perhaps their 
int of compliance in the aflUr of the charUfrs, was partly 
e cause of their being dismissed. 



that I had not my mean ordinary con 
things. For an instance to you, I ton 
last of the 5th find where you were ; 
saw, but did not see the W. before th< 
do not wonder at, from the badness o 
reading hastily ; but 1 do, that by yoi 
it, I should not find you at Windsor, 
I did not, nor guessed at it, till sis 
told me at nine o'cloclc at night you ' 
did as soon resolve to send you a li 
was defeated ; company I found at ho: 
and business, when rid of them ; so 
time my own all day, when I hean 
o'clocic I went to bed, hoping for a i 
morning ; but though I rise at five, 
of none : at half an hour past six v 
coach, and which I was the more ca 
cause lord Bedford, who went ear) 
dinner for me ; we drove so well 1 
that niffht, I bless God, we got all w 



LADY Russell's letters. 149 

ever in this life press me sorely. That I have BOt 
sunk under the pressure, has been I hope in mercy, 
that I might be better fitted for my eternal state ; 
and form the children of a loved husband before I 
go hence. With these thoughts I can be hugely 
content to live ; and the rather as the clouds seem 
to gather and threaten storms; though God only 
knows how I lAay acquit inyself, and what help I 
inay be, or what example I shall give to my young 
Creatures : I mean well towards them, if I know 
Biy heart. I wish I could advise you substantiaUy, 
to the end you ask it for about a lawyer. I know 
fiew, and made use of but one, who appears to me 
an ingenious and honest man : it i$ Mr. Evers of 
Lincoin's-Inn ; but he is m exceeding full of bud- 
iiesA, it makes him slow to dispatch ; he ^eems to 
me to be a man of integrity, and I think not a 
high church-man inliis principles. I give the liint, 
that if you should happen to converse with him, 
you may know the better how to. do it without 
distaste. 

You caution me to mollify, by a right constmc<» 
don, any expression of yours that may be hardly 
worded : you need not do it ; for if at any time 
there should be cause (as I know none), I shall not 
fail to do as you desire, who in all things will en- 
deavour to appear 

Your most grateful friend and servant. 

19th July, 1588. 
If you c^ here, you will be very welcomer 
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Lxvnti. 

TO LADT ALIN6T0N. 

I PERCEIVE, sister, you are very tender in regard to 
the persons of otliers, but rigid to your own self, or 
yon would never imagine a reqaaining guilt where I 
fancy there was never apiy ; for I can either allow 
myself to thii^L my brother in some fault, or have 
such a deference to your judgment as to believe 
there was none any where. However it was, my re- 
quest was not scorned, and so my end was semd, 
and I am yours with great respect, and very sorry 
you have had any new interruption in your health ; 
I l^am from my lord Bedford it was accidental, by 
putting ice to a wrong Use. 1 take it to be an ingre- 
(fient- almost as dangerous mfi £uttily as ratsbane, 
servants being so ill judges of its use. The good con- 
sequence of country air, I believe, would be as much 
advantageous to you, if you would take it, as we 
shall find it : the season is temperate and pleasant. 
The rest and pensive quiet of it is'very grateful to 
me, whose body nor mind is fitted for the hurry of 
the last six months ; and 1 wish I may so profit of 
the time I may make my own here, as to repair in 
some measure my want then, by being so busy in 
worldly matters. Yet it was such a duty, and in 
appearance I was so blessed in it, that this reflection 
was sometimes a refreshment to me, that I did not 
live only to grieve at, and be humbled, for those 
heavy chastisements my soul has felt and must still 
feel till my eternal rest, where we shall weep nor 
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sorrow no more. I am so apt to exceed all boimcU 
when I let myself loose on some subjects, that do^ 
thing can recover me, but a short breaking off, 
which I will do, with this assvraace of my being 

Your humble servant and sister. 

25th August, 1668. 

LXVIII. 
DB. TILLQTSON TO LAPY ^USI^ELL. - 

HoNouftED Madam » 
I EBCBivfiD yours the night before I was going for 
runbridge, at my return from whence I did fully 
design to have sent a line or two to have inquired 
ftfter the welfare of your ladyship and your children ; 
but I see it is in vain to contend with a goodneas 
which doth always prevent the most ^rward of your 
^ends and servants. I am now newly returned 
firom thence, where I left the good princessvery well, 
ud I think much.better than ever I saw her. That 
rery evening I parted from your ladyship at the 
tabernacle, I received by two messengers, two let- 
tent from my wife, who in the first told me she 
feared my child was dying, which troubled me 
mdch; in the other that sh^ was perfectly well, 
which amazed me more. Thus it was — when the 
child was grown very weak, all on the sudden there 
{■shed from her head down her nose with gre^ 
ridence a good quantity ol water, which brought 
lloBg with it a pretty big piece of cork, which either 
the,chUd herself, or one of her little brothers had 
iunst up into her nose, where it had remsdned 
ibove six weeks j by the i^ppage apd pain whereof 



mg, wnicn i loia yoar laaysnip am aiv 
child into grievous agODies, was by God 
vidence very happy for the-child, bccau 
probably have forced up the corls so far^ 
not have been got down. 
I came to town on purpose two or 
'• after, to have prevented your ladysh 
trouble of searching out the papers, : 
most humbly thank you, and have no 04 
to call for them. But I found your la 
the day before ; and now it is time to c 
letter, and to tell your ladyship how gl 
hear that all your family are well, ai 
meet with some rest after your toil and 
business, from which I heartily pray t 
your good daughter may reap all the < 
satisfaction that you can wish, and th 
sent appearances of things seem so fa 
mise. But I need not tell to your la 
little reckoning is to be made of any of t 

f\f t-Viia wnrlrl All nnr linnps Ymt fhnQP 
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I pray. God to preserve my lord Cavendish in his 
travels from the hazards of all kinds to which he is 
likely to be exposed, and to return him to you. and 
to his excellent lady greatly improved in all ti-ue, 
nobie^ and virtuous qoaliiies. My mind doth pre- 
sage much happiness to you in him ^ I am sure I 
earnestly wish it. I will i\ot forget your commands 
of congratulation when I see my lord. As for my 
friend * who is so mindful in the midst of his pros- 
perity of his old friends, I beg of your ladyship, when 
you have the opportunity, to let hhn know that I 
have a true sense of his constant friendship. For 
the paper he mentions, I beUeve it is well received 
generally on both sides.f For men's heats are 
much aUayed, and they have nowpatience to hear 
of their faults, if they be told them in a cinLway, 
without anger and ill-will, as that paper does with 
great skill, considering the nicety and tenderness of 
the subject. So that, if it bath not fhUy ^aaecl 
both, it hath the good fbrtune to have provoked 
ndther. It is too much according to my mind for 
ae ta be fit t& commend it. I will only say this of 
it, that it is both very artificial, and very honest^ 
two things which seldom meet together. 

I ought now to make a long apology for this long 
trouble I have given yon, but-I mU not, in excuse 
of one fault, commit another. 

I pray God to preserve you and yours, and to send 



* Suppoced to be doctor Fitzwilliam. 
t Sam. Johnson's Way to Peace among all ProtettaBts, 
&c. 
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LXX. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

If you could, good doctor, see the letter I left in 
my closet at London, it would be a demonstration 
to you, that no hasty or irregular motion puts my 
friends out of my mind ; for though I fsuled in the 
ezecutiye part, yet I was not careless in that took 
u^ more of my time. I very formally writ my let- 
ter, Isdd by the Gazettes, and then, as in our best 
endeavours we often do spoil all by some defect in 
the close, so did I now, by foiigetting to give my 
letter to be sent to you. 

- I was but two whole days in town, went on Sa- 
turday, was early bacli on Tuesday, found all here 
well, as I blesiB God I left them, and all at London 
in amaze, all tallying of the same matter ; and I be- 
Beve there is no considerable change since, for it 
was then agreed the prince of Orange could not b^ 
ready for sailing till this day. This sort of weatl^et 
and wind keeps the apprehensions at a distance, 
and if it continues any time, may possibly disperse 
them altogether; but it is known to God adone what 
•hall be the event of these tluqgs. We may wonder, 
and heartily say, his ways are unsearduible, and 
past finding out. 

Those are happy, "v^rfao in the midst of confiisions 
can faithfolly bdieve the end of all shall be rest ; 
and if we can eridence to our hearts, we have a title 
according to the promises of the Gospel, to that 
happy rest, what can be a very uneasy disturbance ? 
Nolhing should be, I am certain ; yet we find pre- 
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to exceed^ ana so .^.^ . 

Stb Oct 1088. 



LXXI. 
TO DR. FITZWi; 

Such letters as yours, sir, 4k> 
bnt quiet my disturbance. B 
mine of the 5th does not misc; 
will teU you another did anoth 
I wanted not yours to diBw 
I forgot when I writ on 
Gazettes, nor are they entli 
to London put me and the 
of late date are wanting, 
baclc, as it does, ats the Id 
distance from us. Thus w 
much God can restrain t' 
'js^cr in the winds. 
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I have scarce had time to run over your philo- 
sophical lecture, but I suppose if 1 had, or when I 
have read it at more leisure over, I shall not find 
myself very well famished to use many words in 
my answer ; now I have none, for my letters are 
called for, and the company come into my chamber, 
which I keep for a great cold. I have been com* 
pluning in most of my letters, ho.T near to nothing 
I am when this poor carcase is diseased, so very 
feeble in my mind and body ; but I mend my opi- 
i^n of myself now I read how listless you are upoD, 
roch another oocasion. I am glad yours is near 
over; mine is but begun, nor would my letter be 
DMire I think, if I had time to enlarge. The Ana^ 
tmtif 9/ an EquhaleBt is the newest good paper I 
Inuiw ; I have been lent it only to read, and have 
it not any more.* 

liMi WM taken off. -S Oct. the king having desired the ad- 
vice of the archbiBhopof Canterbury, nine bishops attended 
liim with ten articles, as the best means to restore' his 
ilbirs. In consequence of which, the eodesiastieal com- 
irilttkNi was dissolved, popish magistrates were displaced, 
nd an order fat testoring Magdalen college to its rights, 
nd. a prpciamatkMi for ustorinf the chartfra of corpora* 
lions.— Sotoum. 

• Of the EquiuUent, Ralph says, when the king under- 
took to soften the clergy with the promise of an Equivalent, 
w as eflbctuaDy deceived himself as hedesigned to deoeiva 
jMDk. Churchmen can have bo equivalent for wealth, 
fowtr, dignityj and importance; and they knew by them- 
wlves, that if the priests and partisans of Rome ever pro- 
nured themselves a legal establishment in the constitution, 
Ihey would not bear the shadow of a rival. The marquis 
>f Halifax employed his excellent pen against the E^i- 
ralent. 



Aa joan writ 16th Oct. liai 
to 1 may uj, uid JDStlfjp tb 
u often been detiroM to 
thete muluofretpectaadi 
but 1 will uot by idugaific 
wiite ot BO predMu K thi 



of muij-yearB : and that yi 
be M rewarded Inr yonr Id 

ifae ff 
to 

I am glad tbat in yoor i 
your Slay al Bnusela) yoi 
a compaDion as lord Ki 
when I do not urge yon 
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we can be. It is very true the circumstances of 
our beings do sometimes require our better dili- 
gence and watch over ourselves, than at other 
times; and it is now going to be*so with your 
lordship : you are launching into the ocean; if yon 
steer wisely, yon secure a calm for your whole life ; 
yoa will discern the vanity of all the pomps and 
glories of this world ; how little intrinsic good there 
U in the enjoyment ! and how uncertfun it is how 
long we shall enjoy that good there is in them ! 
And by observation, you will^be made sensible how 
much below the dignity of human nature it is to 
gain one's point, let the matter be what it will, l^ 
any mean or insincere way. 

Having proved all,*! hope yon will choose the 
best, and take under your care the whole compass 
of virtue and religion. 

Oct 1688. 

LXXIII. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

My good intention has been hid from you, good 
doctor, by my letter, &c. failing to come to your 
hands, which I sent the 21st of this month, as I 
find it upon record in my noted paper; there is 
nothing lost by it, except that mark which writing 
gives of my ^respect towards you ; and that you do 
not question, I believe. 

We in the country are still kept under wonder 
and expectation ; the cloud is very thick that is 
spread over us ; 'but that is our support (if we can 
bnt maintain our courage for a while) that notliing 



SCO **- — 



Then shall we 

coDdemned with the woi^d : 

wait with patience. 

I have told y<m before, il 
come to yon, that lord Bedfi 
more from this place, if tfc 
wards, to Chenies, in Bacld] 

I hear lord Cavendish is 
says, he has mach of my loi 
who being there, will stay 
more from hence. God hav 

is the prayer of 

Yo 
^h October, 1688.^ 



E'l 



The duchess of Somerse 
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le first ; and I hope the time you are to paM 
imperfect state will be so happy to yon, that 
he various events of a changing world, yout^- 
that survive the few remiuning days I have 
in it, shall still have cause to be glad, not 
with you. If wishes were not unprofitable. 
Id contribute, towards it ; and think myself 
considerable to do it any other way, except 
two unworthy prayers, which afe ever pre- 
before the throne of grace for good to all 
3nds, in which number I sincerely desire I 
nd you, and that you will receive &s such 

Dear sister. 

Yours affectionately. 



LXXV. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

• 

^ery sorry the motion yon made me about 
was not for yourself, and that by my re- 
it, I might at such a time as this have had 
x>rtunity of doing you some little service ; 
ma purely upon that consideration I accepted 
it ; and being it was not so, I am 0ad the 
ms not met with, lest my expression in the 
was not dear to you, who seemed to under* 
ae as if I would still, deal in the things, by 
it may rest till you hear from her, or see 
eadly believe my thoughts might l>e confused 
gree that I could speak nothing plain ^ for if 
jfou would have understood' that my saying^ 



emiued fratu it, ^nee U 
mind yon wani more odTki 
ms lo Uf in proriiloa be£ 



^ve OTer, only (o repeat 
(ood my point, " Too v 
hare rambled the moie, b 
of 
bent to be talking of.* 

The use yon wonid (t 
my galleiy to, yon may, s 
put, I dou't think Ih^ 
chown : It is too mtich 
tliat ii Icfi 10 yonr coa^ 

I wiah.yon very heart 
conceroB, little and gre 
-"■>' hlndnei*, 



LADY RUSSELL'S LETTERS. 163 

LXXVI. 
TO THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 
My LORDy 

I have very jvstly obeyed the commands of your 
lordship's last letter, 30th October, both to my 
lord Bedford and my lister ^ and had not failed 
sooner to have made my report of doing so to your 
lordship, and with what sentiments .they recebed . 
yonr vajuable esteem, and so resolved an affection 
as you express; but I had put my letter into lady 
CliBton's hands before I had shewed it to my lord 
Bedford, and so stayed for its return to me, which 
that good- lady took care it should do^ with some 
advantage, .sending with it a particular how the 
money for Stowel was disposed of. I believe I 
might accidentally induce her to it, though my 
words did not require it ; which were only, that if 
the money was not so paid, as that the portion 
would clear the jointure, I foresaw a rock not to 
be got over, if times should so settle, that business 
of such a nature could proceed. And truly, my 
lord, I think discouragements do visibly wear 

but the storm rather increases, that will not ad. 
mit of leisure for dispatches of this nature. I am 
charged with more respectful compliments from my 
lord Bedford than I know how to express; and 
when our troubles are, by the power and mercy of 
Godj less violent, I shall watch the time to please 
your lordship in my reports, better than it has been 
my (ortune of late to do, though I have at all times 
equsdly desired to approve myself, 

• 95 November, lG88. 



( ; 
I. 



if3 



It U fit your iauyau.|, _ 
letter, and the endosed, wl 
looked for, the. meaning I ha 
what blocks I feared might I 
difficnlties might be surmoan 
watchful a friend to leave any 
may b^ of the least use. I b 
husbanded, though I want ski] 
the portion may discharge. 

Bikt, madam, nothing, I th 
tasion a resolution for a trea 
hangs too heavy. I have 
lord, and hope he will not 
of 

S5 November, 1088. 
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LXXVIII. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Truly, good doctor, you are very condescending, 
to take my pretending to ad?iae in so good part ; 
I thought I had a good assurance you would do so, 
or I should not have heen so free, heiug nohody 
abounds less in their own sense than I believe I 
do ; but where I wish well, and suppose it will be 
weU taken, I speak frpely. I was not apt to think 
you ever were vain or Ismah in your own layings 
out, only, perhape, not. restraining enough in very 
allowable expenses ; nay commendable ones in an- 
other age ; bat the prospect at home c^led upon 
us to provide : yet, while I am reflecting thus wisely, 
«I feel who wants severe reproof, and cannot draff 
np so unblameahle a particular as yon have taken 
the pains to do ; bat however it is, we can only do 
our best for the time to come ; and I pray Qod to 
put the same earnest care into the hearts of all the 
people of this saUpn. There is no time so hazard- 



as I quesuoii uui uut. ...... 

It was surprising to bear of the priii 
aentiDg herself,* but one hears erery day 
which is so, that unless one would write 
it is not easy to enter on the subject of i 
yet it being more difficult to rest on ai 
will conclude this from 

Your ever affectionate friend and 

30 November, 1068. 

LXXIX. 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I WISH yon prosperous, good doctor, ii 
economy, and hope it is so fiu" off bd 
that it is too early to begin, more 1 
decently prudent; since, I trust, we 
reasoniible prospect to believe such as 
may'live, and ei^joy what is their own. 
So great a change has appeared in 
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ameng us, to the comfort of every serious and 
ngbtfiil Christian. It is a time, I confess, one 
lid be Tery glad to spend some hburs in free 
xmne wljth a Mend there is no need to disguise 
' thought before; when it Is denied, one muJBt 
content as one can. 

[ thinlc, having stayed so long in the countiy, 
the burly burly, we shall try it a little longer. 
s carriers and coachmen that come from the 
rtb, inform us many gentlemen in the North are 
arms, all horse; that in Yoricsbire they may 
e 10,000 as soon as they please ; but they fe- 
B all except horse ; and that many Papists were 
into Hull. This night* s letters signify the 8ur« 
ling of that place, tod dedaring for a free par- 
Qent.» 

I am, sir, and ever to continue such. 
Your foithful friend and servant. 

Deeember, 1668. 

Ve have now got Gazettes agdn, so have sent 
m ; though you hear too much, perhaps, to read 
ere you are. 

The earl of Denby made hhnsdf master'of Yorki 
nel Copley turpxiied Hull, and lelaed lord Langdale, 
fovenunr, a Roaum Catholic; lord Ddamere did good 
'lee in the tlortti ; the earl of Devonshire at Derhy. 
dc wd Berwick dedaced for » free padiament. 



Because 1 tnmk. ^v... — 
suade myself that my writing a few itnes, uj 
a testimony of my grateful remembrance, and 
ful re<«pectSy will not be tedious to yon, I c 
to send it, as often as I can find ways to the * 
nay, I have, I may say, created this, since the I 
of it has no other errand than to carry this ] 
and return chaiged, I hope, with such good n 
lis every good soul wishes for. Curiosity m 
too eager, and therefore not to be Justifie 
sure it is unavoidable. 

I do not ask you should satisfy any part 
further than you can in six lines ; but I wo 
something of your hand-writing upon 7 
ground, and not read in print only, the lal 
your brain. Here has of late been some 
laid to your charge, (as f 
much justice you receive, that the world m 
a dull one upon you. I will consider t? 
pass of a letter is too narrow to contain al 
^nd to say to you; and you are too busy 

■■*■ •»■ rnadinir mv « 
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! of them, and ever full of pnuse to God, and 

lyers for the visible Mover, that Cannes so mighty 

revolution as we see; and how much greater. 

it-lilcs «» be if tiiey go on Ucssedy and carry 

i cause they so gloriously manage with a happy 

jcess. 

[Hetmber 8, idBS. 

LXXXI. 
LADY RU8SKLL T6 • • • • 

« 

IB suspense we have been under was very fedions ; 
n^ry day hoped you would have found some way 
other to let me hear from the quarters yon are 
, but I believe a prudent caution has kept me 
lorant. 

I am certadn my best wishes have attended bim 
a went away with from hence ; and, as 1 l^^pre- 
od, he has been prosperous to Ui desires, and I 
ipe he will ever be do. If I could see how I tonld 
I more than wish or pray for it, I would ifeacdly 
ike It appear how fidthfiiUy I would aerve him 
id his interests. 

What you may write or tell the messenger who 
iugs you this, will l>e very acceptable ; and mn^ 
Dine to see you, and lead yon the three mUe walk, 
hich I would walk again upon that conditkNn, 
longh I have not done it once I walked it with 
m. I suppose* you are at tdl times better em- 
loyed than yon will be in reading this paper ( for 
Mr ease, not my own^ I dose it firm 

Your, 4c. 
8 DeQtmbir, 1068. 
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the first consternation was upon amn^ £or what has 
since fallen out, which i« narvdloiui indeed ! Thote 
who have lived longest, 9ad therefiore seen the mon 
change, can aearo&belleve it la wore tlum a drean x 
yet it is indeed real, and so amazhig a reality of 
verojr, as ought to melt and ravish our liearts into 
rabjection and designation to Him who la the dis- 
peaaer of all providences. 

LXXXIII. 
TO PR. FITZWILLIAIC 

Von have since I saw- you, good doctor, so shifted 

plaoea, tliat my letters cannot find you. I writ to 

Vlndsor, when yon were gone to Cotenham, and 

fMterday I directed to Cotenham : at night I heard 

\pgn. what melancholy account yon were gone from 

belM» to poor lady Gainsborough's.* I tmaipiie 

wr compassionate temper, and tme Chfiadan 

ipoBition to mourn viith them tliat monm (which 

iBve had full proof of) will not let yon /quit thai 

tiessed family. So soon as this will readi yon« 

10 land to me as Co say something to my lady : I 

\ own all you can say that is kind and respect* 

and suitable to her present circumstances: 

wider her as one has been a Uessing to the 

ly; she must have known much sorrow and 

bi it, but she cannot miss a reward for her 

works ; as to herself, I have -ever esteemed 

;r8on. 

• Edward, eul of Oaiatboioiigh*! desdk 

b2 



".A, 



their pruYiaavu. 

Parliament news can be nothing befo 
then the house of commons are to take 
the nation into conrideration^* and the 
on Tuesday. 

I must repeat a qnesdon to yon I i 
letter yesterday. It was to ask yon if 
that yon ordered me to lay down four 
yuu towards the redemption of some ] 
testants taken going into Holland^ and 
in Algiers. They are now redeemed, f< 
or fire, and the rest proposers. My co 
has paid the money, and I am to gatl 
burse him the greatest part, if I can. 
time since writ to lord Camden for 
tion, and he bid me lay down for himj 
was not come till now; so I will rem! 
iu a few days, but I think it not fit ye 
sent circumstances. I will add no 
time, iVom 

Your true Mend i 
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LXXXIV, 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 
• pOCTORy 

yoa ft thousand thanks for taking so very 
Hf me all my impertinences, as most others 
ill them ; but a good meaning excuses all to 
nan. I do so little cionbt of my interest to 
n, in the point you ask, at any time, that 
on urge the dispatch of it, I will defer the 
m of it. I cannot now stay to expostulate 
loaiddo so; but, in sliort, a hasty aslung 
rm, and be thought to be an occasion of 
others on the same : and, perhaps, also be- 
1 would use the liberty you ask, accidents 
dicate your opimon. The reason of my 
expecting every minute doctor Lower to my 
r Cavendish, who was taken ill last night, 
oner, if she had not had the small-pox, one 
uess she would have it. My sister Monta- 
n has been so too, that I forlwre seeing him, 
erday that fear passed over. 

I am, very faithfully. 
Your fnend to serve you to my power. 

isy, Mareh 16, 1G8&-9. 
r the doctor's coach. 



[TAX. 



I humble requcBt yoQ 
is, and iaom I aa cn- 
to read the letter,,7(m 

address will tdl the 
I the world fttwn «y 
jsk your lordahip^iBd 
take such as youndf 
!rwhdmed with b«ri- 
esist a friend I love so 
ing her so heartily In- 
B ; and both the ladieft 
t this would be most 
hip would act in it. I 
your lordship to do so, 
lad the honour to hear » <> 
cadUy and gladly aenc »« 
s disconsolate enovgb, toi 
ef reshment to please a ^ 
btuning this suit woaW ▼» 

has a great esteem for, to 

of it. Sir William is ^ 

p. My lady Shaftsbury P 

that if «he had beUeved "^ 

fly from herself to yoar 
better to her purpose, 
eparate from this ; but 
ig, I thought we might 
r, because the shortest 



I 
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ible to your lordship.— An apology added to all 
, would begin another from 

Your lordship's most humble servant. 

«>. 1088-r9- 

eibre I attempted to move this request to yonr 
ship, 1 tried what Pollexfen conld object against 
fitness of it. He made no objection as to the 
ieman, but, as many others do, gave hUn a veky 
I character ; yet, as it is in all trades not to help 
'her to a shop to work in, said, it might be the 
9lng yonng men. His friends are secure in 
, and that others, as well as he, have done very 



LXXXVI. 
TO LORD HALIFAX. 

Iy LORD, 

must needs be so well acquainted with the 
jtudes most persons have in such affairs as 
4i them very near, that you will not think it 

•trange, lady Sbaftsbury and I have been pre- 
xl upon by Mr. Cowper's* friends once again 
ress your lordship to weigh his case, and serve 

in it if it may be. If his majesty, when he 
ited this request in the behalf of Mr. Cowper, 
pleased (as I understood from your lordship) 
Kpress his sense of that favour as a thing extra- 
Dftry, and to make the irregularity of it an in- 

Mrinhun, afterwBirds eul Cowper, and lord chancellor. 
Ml OdolMr 10^ 17C& 



point, iux^wQ.. 

eminent disinterested persouo w. . 
the law are of a contrary opimon ; and i 
quent instances that are given of itn hani 
done before, seem rather to prove it has be 
as an encouragement for yoang gentlemen 
the king in that difficult profession, and 
quently is most proper for such, and is like! 
duce such to qualify themselves to serve thi 
and country with more honour and integrif 
persons whose first steps and advances in tb 
teach them shifting. But, to lay our partiali 
I think we may say, that it is hard to guc 
the king has given the place to Mr. Cowpf 
the notion of its being irregular in respc 
age, what worse representations the oomn 
can have made of him to the king ; except 
mistaken the matter of fiact, and told h 
that a man of twenty, four is under ag 
his majesty has found is not uncapabl 
sections. 

"» «<TanRe inoonvenienc 
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to inquire into. Mr. Cowper says, ''That if 
testimony of able and worthy men of the same 
saeioD to the contrary of their suggestions will 
vve the ohstmctions they have laid to his mat- 
's grace, he is able to produce them ;" though 

of the same profession are naturally not very 
Brd in those offices. 

be readiness your lordship has expressed to un- 
dke this matter, first in compliment to lady 
Ubury and myself, and since to the fiamily, 
es it unnecessary to urge zeal. I deliver mine 

submissioD to your judgment^ that advantagea 
f thing it undertalies. 

Your lordship's, &c. 

LXXXVII. 

TO SIA H. FOLLEXFEN, 
ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

ifl offer in this paper to Mr. Attorney General, 
ould with a better will do personally, if I were 
very sure it would be very much mora a trouble 
9U to tell yon in your chamber my true joy for 
eminent station you are in, and that the reason 
are so is because yon are worthy of it ; which 
, I hope, be the prendling rule in this our new 
Id; though I must think there has been a 
ire already in the person of one about you, who 
red some discourse to me when I was last with 
. I have done all you desired of me then ; and 
[ have practised «Uence under long sufferings, 
B do so in any case i the day of consc^atlon I 



couucil. It is very true yuu ».. 

thing, though you spoke well of the man 
your exiceptions seemed to me to be espeda 
rpgard to young gentlemen; that it was no 
visabic, proriug for the most part a min to t 
His friends persisting in their desire, taking 
ranee from his temper he would do welly 
Shaftsbury and myself so engaged in it, th 
tlie means of lord Halifax, we obtained the 
promise ; and Mr. Cowper kissed the king's 
for it. Lord Shrewsbury • gave the warrant 
now it stops at the commissioners of the grca 
and as they teU me, because Mr. Attorney 
contented at it. I am sorry if it is so ; anc 
business had not proceeded so very far, I 

• Charles Talbot, earl, afterwards duke of Shn 
(son to Francis, who was killed In a duel by the 
Uuckingham in 1667* and brother to John, killed ; 
by Henry duke of Grafton) after mortgaging hia f 
remitted iofiooi, to the prince of Orange, went to 
ond drew with him several other persona of hor 

he was by king Wi' 
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i it. But the reflection will be rery heavy 
r. Cowper, and not easy to my lady Shafta* 
i myself; as for a foyour to ns the king ez- 
he did it, and after some difficnlty.at the 
rityofit. 

' consider, Mr. Attorney, all dispensing 
are not nnlawfnl. I undertake very few 
and therefore do very Uttle good to people ; 

not love to be balked, when I thonght my 
ipassed ; and though yon would not promote 

I hope yon will not destroy us. 
le know, if you please, how it stands, and 
am be inexorable to the earnest solicitudes 
ther, who I must bring to you. I know not 

say more, but that I am sorry they were 
de to hope for it} lady Shaftsbury and I 



Yours, &c. 



LXXXVIII. 



TO LADY ESSEX.* 



[ read your ladyship's obliging, and so very 
letter on Sunday, I must say why I have 
ted on you since ; it is because I was then 
both the next days to be out of town ; yet 
of them I endeavoured the same perform- 
im now about, but still broke off by slight 
▼ddable interruption less acceptable than 
inoe it might hazard my seeming to receive 



iMtfa, widow of Ax&aar, mA of 
Pflny, Md Qt NciChttmbeilaBd. 



dMgblir of 



irtimiiiiiiirmMy»j*rfiimi 



19 M l»a|r Ud'W taiiMM '■'MH 
uadNs, be canfU jM M HM •{ 



■die not ditwed !• totM Bwde ti 
■hriok OtaeiuT ihliMt comei dm 
were Kwclicd, tluM^ naUj it b ni 
m^ be jooT-eUBM jntrnt,; He 
In jroor own Inaownce, madain i 
worth; (^ ilMte jw.t« A< 
tboogliM, modi IcM dr H. C. wIm 
noft Man t>.U«wh«Nrit. - AH 
In rwr lMer«v« pitfKtlr aWM 
(aoMBt to a^t^mmMHf 



wUlte.TMT'B^W. Asd.I b(M« 



t^fiir oar diQ oT eonaolatint do 1 

tfttn. mritiM>iiMiiMi%««* 
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his dispeusatioDS serre the end of his pitmdences ; 
a&d tbey are ever beautiful, and must be good, asd 
good to every one of us ; and even these dismal 
OMt are to us, if n^e can bear evidence to our own 
sools that we are better for our afflictions ; which 
God often makes them to be who suffer wronf- 
fiiUy; We niay reasonably believe our friends find 
thait rest we yet bat hope for ; and what better 
comfort can your ladyship or I desire in this valley 
of the shadow of death we are walking through I 
The rougher our path is, the more delightful and 
ravishing will the great change be to us. 
Wednefday, 19 March, 1688—^. 



LXXXIX. 
TO • •• • 

Sir, 
Though I am personally a stranger to you, yet 
that disadvantage does not discourage me from pre- 
8entingp*to your consideration a young gentleman, 
^ho is very solicitous I would do so ; and being a 
man of quality, (and his father the earl of Anglesey^ 
my uncle * by marriage) 1 was not willing to refuse 
his request, which he does urgie very powerfully 
with me, because very modestly and reasonably. 
His father has left him very del^titute, and, as he 
says, he thinks he should be wanting to himself If 
he did not seek to obtain an honest livelihood ; so 
I think too. 

• Lady Elizabeth Manners, daughter to John earl of Ru^ 
labd, nuurried James Annesley, earl of Angleset. 
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He aims at clerk of the presentati 
says is not honestly worth more at 
3jDK)/. a year. He believes himself qi 
fit execution of it^ and if you find 
would be no more-willTng than yourM 
accepted of, being I would have all 
blessed change of times given to t 
most fit to execute them ; and theref 
bear the universal approbation of tl 
posed in you^ which I wish you. a k 
of as. 

Sir, your faithful i 

SS March, iQSB-^. 



XC. 




TO THE EARL OF STRAFF 

My lord, 
I AM ashamed to name the date of y 
last, it being so long since as the 8th 
have really deferred from a desire fir 
an opportunity ojf speaking largely a 
my lord of Bedford ; yet I cannot com] 
either at his own house or mine : he i 
pauy, or his age requires rest as sooi 
engaged. The last discourse I had i 
ject, he told me he had writ to your 
spoke very desponding of the matter 
gret, giving a high and just esteem 
ship, and all your procedure throughoi 
treaty. Indeed, my lord, I must for 
my opinion, that my lord Strafibrd 
gress from all the rules that honou 
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by ; what cause soever he may hare of complaint, 
lie is secure never to be complsdned of; and if your 
lordship knew ipy part in this whole businefss, I 
should not fear being judged by yon. Ih'ave, to, 
my mean.judgmeot, obseAred my eqaal way of deal- 
ing which I intend in all my desdings and actions in 
this wretched world ; jmd have been very careftal 
not to fail where I find so true honour, and for 
many other reasons, pay so profound a respect as I 
do to your lordship. But I am safe in your lord- 
ship's just understanding and knowledge of the 
world, that you will agree my relation obliges me 
to be tender in the urging things of such a nature 
as this. And I can say there has been all the kind 
^positions to this affair, that your lordship could 
expect, and when there was such I was most ready 
to use my endeavours to serve both fEunilies ; and 
though th^e continues the same respect, yet un- 
happy accidents forbidding a close, I am to acquiesce. 
And though your lordship, in great generosity, seems 
to imply as if you would reject ady advantageous 
offer, and wait this new storm passing over, I can- 
not join with you in that : as I suppose yon would 
not bind her, so you should not yourself, who I sin- 
cerely wish may ease the present pressure of your 
aiAdrs by some happy lot. 
- I am, my lord. 
Your lordship's most faithful humUe servant. 
fi6 March, I669. 



well as any body can do, anu ^u%^. 

zeal desire you may live long to do much 
the station yon are by the mighty prond 
God now placed in. fiat indeed I had reset 
saying of this till we had met, if this was n< 
burdened with another errand. — ^You knoi 
not frequent nor very impertinently impo 
with my solicitations, yet sometimes I am p 
upon, when I both wish the person was s 
and approve of the matter of solicitation, 
assistance you can give it, you will best km 
you see the request. The gentleman is 
sou my lady Anglesey has ; I refer his chs 
the dean of Canterbury or Dr. Sharp ; the 
sure you ynll hear it from ; he is a man c 
his father has left him very destitute, 2 
says, he should be very wanting to himseL 
not seek to obtain an honest livelihood ; 
too, and for that reason would assist ] 
power. This application to you he req 
-J vo nrires it very powerfully, b 
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bonld Bot 4iacharge them whh both honesty and 
inderstaDdiof. 

I 9m, &c. 

XCII. 

TO DR, FITJiWIUiIAM. 

liMMWO in vain for yovr c^Ulng heve in your way 
» Cotenhwn; that which I desired it most for 
llMtagh I k>7e your company at all times) was to 
Mwe dlsconrsed you abont the pass for your goii^ 
ibroad. I took the opinion of a gentleman yon think 
vdl of, and meet here often. He agreed with me 
hat It coiild not miss at any time ; however, some 
ime since that, the doctor I think to do it by, be- 
ing with me, I asked his opinion, that if I should 
perceive I should gratify a friend of mine by obtain- 
ng such a liberty, being in his power, whether he 
diought it would be hard to be obtained^ or would 
issist mQ 19 it? He replied^ he should be very 
lorry at the thing; it would not look well, unless 
lome young gentleman went at the same time, and 
10 it ifili^ he aUeged he would see him idaoed 
ntPQftd, or desired to spend scane time with ; some- 
iilDg^of this kind woidd give it a grace, but he be- 
ficwd there would be no cause to enforce any one's 
Mre.to be absent. So I left it tiU I know more 
bC jour mindinit. I cannot imagine but by them 
NT «Mne othci^ I shall not &il to serve you in your 
Mmwigr, yet I mcM. not delsr U vrithont yoar 
teig I do ao^ilest I should be disanpointcd whM 
lUj,tiartkiaFpm »o eert^Aty ;« iihifl poor worUL 



' C aix^viM «. ^ 



dead. Possibly your filenasojp ««. .. 
need may have carried you thither^ and 
misji you, and every thing I can put In 
before you read It, that I will not say 
My sister Alington is in town, and mliM 
come last night. I am told my niece 1 
this week or the next. 

I am, good doctor. 

Your affectioni 
d April, i6eg. 

XCIII. 

TO THE EARL OF 8TRAFFC 

My lord. 

Your lordship's of the 2d of April 

der \-ery*great obligations of a perpt 

lodgment both of your kind ' acoe) 

'- -«tr« von. In the whi 
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I taken so deep aud so obliging impressions of 
our mind^ and with so much constancy and 
ity pursued, to the eternal engagements of all 
ible and most respectful acknowledgments 
amily whose sentiments must be mine : con- 
ly I must always be your lordship's humble 
; and as such, as much as in a just pursuance 
iciple I would never depart fh>m, if I speak 
must speak clearly, and not doubtfully, if I 
nd no doubt remains; and itadeed, my 
all the judgment I can make here, it is so 
case, yet without abating any part of that 
esteem and honour my lord of Bedford has 
bed in his heart and thoughts of your lord- 
at the bad state of Ireland* does so affect 
it he is satisfied he should give his daughter, 
' she was so or not, a just cause to complain 
ot consider her whole interest, if he should 
her no better provision of fortune than your 
•'s present circumstances can make for her. 
r, I wish your lordship a true prophet^ 
few months may recover Ireland : and I do 
rticularly for your lordship's share in it, as 
I that is, with great respect. 
Your lordship's 

Most faithful *humble servant. 



It 1689. 



• King James's invasion, dec. 



I. 



I AM 80 rery sensible ui ma. q.... 
ship chooses still to preserve towards me, 
been no fortunate instrument and perhs 
times a faulty one through ignorance, i 
long depending treaty, that I cannot -obtSM 
good will to be altogether silent, but tell ; 
ship how I value your good opinion, ani 
cellent temper which disposes your lordsh 
so calmly, and so respectively, a behaviou 
yon see yourself injured in. i am infinite 
lias proved so, and so are, I must affirm, i 
concerned ; but continual repetitions wo 
te(Uous to your lordship, and I would not 
turb your rest, by your reading at an ui 
hour a letter you do not like. 

I will venture it, if ever I can write 
shall (as I think) be welcome to you ; 
can conquer, your lordship's zeal ai 
must. But, my lord, this is a time 
thi*eatening and distraction, that all 
' — u npver so great, must r 
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XCVv 
TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

■ 

By your last letter, writ some day in Passion week^ 
I find where you were then ; yet having heard no- 
thing of you since, it gives me some doubts where 
you are now, being I apprehend, lady Gainsborough 
might be solicitous to see so faithful and so useful 
a friend, especially in this time of her need, and if 
she does, I never make a doubt of your gratifying 
her.^ 

I cannot tell you I have taken any notice of that 
part of your last letter which concerns lord Bedford, 
and the Cambridgeshire clergy ; for really and truly 
unless I made it a business to do it, (which you did 
not seem to require) I have had no time ; the par- 
liament-hours are so extravagant, that I see him 
little. He has with him now a concerned lady in 
the privileges of youi* country, lady Alington; but 
though she is in London, she would not walk yes-: 
terday, which I do not commend her for : I am not 
sur« what you may do ; I had no sister there yes- 
terday. You hear all the new honours, I suppose ; 
not many new creations, but all are stepping 
higher; as lord Winchester* is duke of Bolton: 

* Charles Paulet, marquis of Winchester. Reresby re- 
lates, that in the midst of the impending dangers which 
seemed to threaten us, there was a nobleman (the M, of W.) 
who had by his conduct persuaded some people to think 
him mad ; but notwithstanding his irregularity, he Wat a 
man of great sense, and it is certain his meaning was to 
keep himself out of the way of the more serious censure in 
those ticklish days. 



fewer, yet tneir aiienuance was w 
cation near the qneen all the time., 
cheerful faces by a great deal. li 
from Scotland, they mean to take tl 
England. 41ie last reports from 1 
king James was moving with thi 
the north; and yesterday lord J 
Colerain, a great town, was besiege 
but that lord Blaine ff had sallied 

* Ralph Montague, lord, earl, afterwa 

t Tbomaa Bellasise, viscount Fauco 
wife was Mary, daughter of Oliver Cron 

% Charles Mordaunt, who afterwards i 
Henry, as earl of Peterborough. 

I John Churchill, earl, afterwards du 
He sidd to Rouvigny in 1685, " If theki 
on to alter our religion, I will serve h 
withdraw from him." — Burnet. 

{ Ridiard Liimley, afterwards earl of 
secured Newcastle for king William, to ' 
wise very serviceable. 

^ i*t;iis«w« nanfSmntr Aorl. »fti*rvrmrtim 
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laved himself that tliey had raised the siege. 
)'AvauXy who was liie French smibassadpr in Hol- 
mfl, would not speak in counsel, till all the pro- 
sstants were put out ; so they were, and, as they 
ay, afterwards discharged all together, as the lord 
Jrenard, &c. I am called away, and it is too laf^ 
defer sending this from 

Your constant friend and servant. 
1« April, 1689. 

The mother lady Aylesbury is dead very suddenly, 

XCVI. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Phis comes to ask a courtesy of you, good doctor, 
f I can get this letter to you time enough. The 
rasiness is this ; lord Devonshire is to be installed 
It Windsor on St. George's * day. My young folks 
lave a longing desire to see the ceremony, and they 
amnot do it without a night's lodging in Windsor. 
i I can have that accommodation of your hotise, I 
fdll think it a great favour, and will go with theiin, 
md look to your house while every body is gone to 
:he show. 
I doubt the post cannot bring me a return time 

lad heading a body of piotestants in the province of Ulster, 
M took the pass of Lough Bricklan, seised Armagh, and 
mnsed king William and queen Mary to be prodidmed 
dure, and at several other places, 'With great s<demnity.— 
bi$h Comp, 

• William, earl, afterwards duke of DevonsMre, installed 
kcnifht of Che garter. May 14; but according to Lady Rat- 
Mil, dirigned to be AprU «S, St. Georgc^s day. 



auM. an J^ — - 

I have had opportnnuj w. — 
lord Bedford what you said abont the cier^^j . 
auHwered, he believed there would be no cl 
made, but if there were, you should have good 
sons for it, such as he knew would satisfy 
hut he was sure he should not be forward t 
pose upon the clergy. 

It is church time, and therefore I bid you 
well for this time. 

Ever your friend and servt 

Sunday. 

XCVII. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

VouR last spoke of being in town so soon, thf 
made me (who manage writing to the best 
tage) be longer than otherwise I would h; 
without inquiring of you where you are, an 
* " ♦« Ancnd your time ? Where ; 
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My stay here is not intended above ten or twelve 
days. 

I will not turn my paper, so 1 rest 

Your trae friend and servant. 

XCVIII. 
DR. FITZWILLIAM TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I RECEIVED, good madam, by yours of the lltfa, a 
fqrther testimony of that kindness of which I had 
abundant proof and full conviction before, and of 
your readiness to employ your interest to procure that 
for me which I requested some three months since. 
I made that petition then, in prospect of what is 
now come upon us, and in hope, that ha^ng ob- 
tained previous leave to go abroad before the oaths 
had been pressed,- 1 should not have been imme- 
diately compelled to return back to take them. What 
now I shall do in this present emergency I am ir- 
resolved ; but if, having first debated it with myself, 
and advised with my friends, it shall seem most 
expedient to make such a retreat, I wib depend 
upon your honour's mediation for that favour. 

I have a project, which, if feasible, would please 
me more than any thing in the world, and by such 
an interest as yours may be in this court, upon the 
merits of your lord's sufferings, and the actings of 
his family, I should not question it might be ob- 
taiiTed for one so unworthy of any ray of grace . as 
myself. But if the thing be set on foot, it must be 
with.great caution and secrecy, till I am secure of 
the king's promise for it;, and therefore I cannot 
tell whether yon had'best acquaint the prelate men- 
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of the church, and as ardent desires for its peace as 
any ; and let my tongue cleave to the roof of my 
mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem before my chief 
[oy. But I cannot esteem it a good way to seek the 
attainment of this, by any act which shall disturb 
my own peace ; and yet this I must of necessity do, 
if I make use of such means as may be conducive 
to that end, when I am uQt first convinced of the 
justice of them. I did not doubt but the deans of 
some of the greatest name in the city would take 
the oaths, nor do I suspect but they will proceed to 
the doing so upon grounds which seem in their own 
judgment very soUd. And yet I ought not to act or 
defend what I do by the example of others. This 
is like clearing one's self by reckoning up the faults 
of others, as St. Hierome writing to Celantia ob- 
serves : but, however, as he proceeds, it Argues a 
lightness and vanity of mind, for a man to leave his 
own conscience to follow the. opinion of others. It 
may be their judgment, that at least, in such.a case 
as ours was, the people have power to alter the sue- . 
cession ; and that the convention was a full repre- 
sentative of them. 

I sucked in other more monarchical principles 
with the first knowledge I had, from the breasts of 
my mother the University, and then, and ever since 
took them, as far as I could understand, to be more 
agreeable to our frame of constitution of govern- 
ment. Or they may look on this revolution as a 
tacit and virtual conquest. I wish it had been 
owned to be such ; for then I had known from the 
resolutions of civilians and casuists, and my own 
ro^kson, what to have done vrilYioul ^^c\)ice|« \xl 

c 1 



1 



I 



v,ni VH;ar /«"* "^J j^ne., o-d hUhevr. 
tog Cbarles, « kmg ••^j^'^m ^rf^d; 

united and annexed to tne r- 

realm." .„r«-ned by the statute 

Now 1 am wf*?"^, a prWaege belo 

that lineal »«ceMJon « a pn^ | ^ 3^, 

imperial '=«"?'a^ ftidame°»l lai« 
the^donbted «>4*^^, «^., 

dom, »«*«T*f Ser, in parUamei 
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the people met either collectively or repre- 
ely, which they did neither ?♦ 
e mean time, I protest to your ladyship, 
e truth of a Christian and a priest, that di- 
myself of all prcgudices, and, as far as it is 
'., of all passions which darken the light of 
gment, I will examine the matter to tht 
, and if I find I can take the oath, I will : 
find I cannot, without declaring, or an ad- 
of such a declaration, that I never intend 
I be thought by construction or implication 
. swearing, to recognize the leja^al title of 
Ullam and queen Mary, I then beg of your 
these three things. 

lat you would have the same good opi)iion 
ategrity, and of my zealous addiction to you, 

574*5, on a bill to prevent dangers from disaflbcted 
lord Halifax, with that quickness of learning and 
which are inseparable from all his discourses, n«de 
r that as there was no real security to any state by 
no private person, much less statesman, would ever 
I - affidrs as relying 6n it, for no man would ever 
\h open tloors, or unlocked-up treasure, or plate, 
ill the town be sworn not to rob : so that the use 
plying oaths had been most commonly to- exclude 
rb some honest conscientious men, who would never 
tjudiced the government. As for promissory oaths, 
esired the learned prelates would consider the opi* 
Grotius de Jure, B. and P. c. ii. 13. who seems to 
pliOn, that those kind of oaths are forbidden by our 
Christ, Matth. v. S4, 37— <and whether it would not 
the fathers of the diurch, when they have well 
that and other places in the New Testament, to be 
ider in multiplying oaths, than hitherto the great 
the church have been.— -P. De&o^n.— ^lUdph says 
luis lived till 1700. 



3. That I may have some room m ym 
any can be spared, to set up my books ii 
recourse to them, if, on refusal, we m 
mitted to stay in the town. 

llie first petition I idth more earnest 
press upon you, your sister the lady Moi 
ail other friends, than the rest, because I 
it as the worst sort of martyrdom, to s 
opinion of friends I have extremely 
honoured, either as indiscreet or factioi 

But yet, if such a martyrdom cannot 
I will endeavour to sustain it with p 
courage. 

Mrs. Alington, for whom I have a] 
tender regard from her cliildhood, sens! 
me when she called this standing out o 
factious. 

As to the second, if you shall see fit 
I will apply with the same request to 
noured friend the lady Gainsborough. 
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might spare you a room ; and if it had come into my 
head earlier than to-day, I am sure the dean^of 
Winchester would, upon my writing, have spared 
you any in Dr. Fulham's house, which is in his 
command. 

I entreat your honour to present my very humhie 
respect and service to the lord Russell, lady -Caven- 
dish, madam Catherine. I commend you and them 
to God's protection, and continue, as I shall by your 
permission, ever, madam. 

Your honour's most truly and 

Humble devoted servant. 

IS Mfty, 1^. 

XCIX. 

TO • • • 

My lord, 

For my part, I think the man a very indifferent 
reasoner, that to do well, he must talce with in- 
difference whatever happens to him. It is very fine 
to say, Wliy should We complain that is taken back 
which was but lent us, and lent us but for a time, 
we know ? and so on. lliey are the receipts of, 
philosophers I have no reverence for, as I have not 
for any thing which is unnatural. It is insincere ; 
and I dare say they did dissemble, and felt what 
they would not own. I know I cannot dispute with 
Almighty Power; but yet if my delight is gone, I 
must needs be sorry it is taken away, according to 
the measure it made me glad. 
". The Christian religion only, believe me, my lord, 
has a power to make the spirit easy under great ca- 



■» — 



You know better iiuui u<^., 
have had of the one, what they do afford 
hope you will prove what traaquillky the othi 
If I had a better wish to make, your lo 
constant expressions of esteem for me, and 
ness, as I hope, to have had me less miseral 
I am, if yon had found your power equal 
will, engages me to make it ; and that alon 
have bound me, though my own unworthii 
ill fortune had let you have forgot me for e 
my sad lot. But sinpe you would not do so 
deserve a particular acknowledgment ! 
from 

. Your lor 

July, 1689. 

C. 

BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY R 

If it were for no other cause but to hai 
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1^ her most humble service to your ladyship 
ir children; and therefore that I may not 
t again, I must now begin with it, and so be 
a her favour. She is not a little proud of 
my honours you have done her ; and desires 
araestly^ to be looked on by you as one that 
-the value and admiration for you which she 
isibly pay you. I do in the next ^lace, on my 
cconnt, make my most humble acknowledg- 
er the great care you have had of my books, 
I have now cased up in your ladyship's cases 
isbury. I have been so long accustopied to be 
i to your ladyship, and have so long a score 
kon for^ that I vvill never offer to cldar it. 
can say is, that as I have met with all the 
marks of a most obliging goodness and friend- 
.*om your ladyship, so no heart can possibly be 
of a deep sense of it than' mine is ; and as 
18 I live I will reckon myself as much a pro- 
to you, as any thing can be that eats your 
; and yon and' yours may ever depend upon 
It I can ever do, as much as if I were bought 
jTOur money. Yon will, perhaps, wonder how 
* got into this strain, that am so little apt even 
' what I ought to do upon such subjects ; but 

!■ in Ouelderland. With these advantages of YArth, 
A thme of a fine person i was well skilled in drawfaig, 
, and pidnting; and spoke Dutdi, English, and French 
f well. Her knowledge in matters of divinity, was 
m might rather be expected firom a student than ftom 
She had a line understanding and sweetness of 
t, and excelled in all the qnaUfleatlotts of a dutlftil 
a prudent mistress of a ftadly, aaid a tender mother 
Idrcn.— B»of . Brit, 



issue of that siege.* mu..— , 
thousands of Irish protestantfl to Lonac 
cither to die before it, or to be let in to eat \ 
provisions, is a piece of cruelty, that if persi 
will briiig on great barbarities, and will r: 
mobile again on the papists of England. 
not quite sure whether the French fleet L 
not ; for though there is some reason to be 
yet there is much reason to doubt of it. 

• Londonderry was relieved 19 July, L689. 

t Murrarty, query Maccarty, who commanded a' 
ling. Ralph relates, that Conrade de Roaen, mai 
ral of king James's forces in Ireland, 30th June, 
ring the siege of Londonderry) had recourse U 
which for every kind of barbarity is not to be pi 
history : he threatened to gather the Irish prote 
cause them immediately to be brought to the w« 
Uonderry, where (he said) it shall be lawfUl fo 
are in tiie town, in case they have any pity 1 
open the gates and receive them into the towr 
they will be forced to see their nearest relationi 
- - - •oont of food ; behaving resolvec 
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i, there will be a speedy decision at sea, upon 
ch a great deal will depend. You will know 
; there has been much heat to-day in the house 
amnions, with relation to the two marquisses * 
removing them both. I dined to-day with one 
hem, who seems not to be much troubled at it ; 
laps he thought it was a victory, because the 
site ws^ adjourned ; but after all those wounds 
no desirable things. I know your ladyship has 
mr news from other hands, so I will give you 
>ther trouble, but to assure you, that I am, with 
K)8sible duty. 

Madam, your ladyship's most humble. 

And most obedient servant, 
.tvrday night. 

The marquisses of Halifax an'd Carmarthen ; the latter, 
mas Osborne, afterwards (viz. 169^) duke of Leeds, co- 
tted ^ the restoration of king Charles II. was the chief 
ament in procuring the match between the princess 
r and the prince of Orange, and acted with great seal 
• pku4ng them on the throne, which was rewarded with 
trusts and honours. He died 17 IS* — Brit, Comp, 
daughter Bridget was first married to Charles -Fitx> 
les, earl of Plymouth, natural son of king Charles II. 
■tharine Peg.) Burnet says, he gained the hi^est de- 
in Charles II.'s confidence, and maintained it longer 
any that ever served him : he was likewise in great fa- 
with king William. It was the marquis of Halifax 
put this question. Whether the prince and princess of 
ge should be declared king and queen ? — Olctmixcn* 
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thankful «ceirer of yo„ 
and your sense of my Iwst, 

It IS very natural, I belie 
think, as I do, to s^me de 
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can ever waste my sorrow. 
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lUo . ""ogs, I feel non« 
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faith is sincere, by our willing obedience to all 
Providences ; and God will not forget any good 
thing in us ; we shall have a reward ; there is a 
promise of everlasting life; and what would not one 
do to obtain it ? For we love ourselves too well, 
not to desire to be well always. I may say it is a 
great bait to do our duty, so that if we have faith, 
we shall have love |ind obedience. 

Your prayer I like so well, that I have used it 
with such fervour as I can, more than once this 
serious day; and hope I shall more and more 
acquiesce in these darl( providences. 

I received a letter from my sister, which I have 
just read ; she says her son is well recovered of the 
measles, but is very lean', and her daughter pale ; 
that she is going in a few days to Boughton. I be- 
lieve counti7 £ur will be to their advantage : I pray 
God spare them to her, poor woman. 

London is like to be my retreat from hence, for 
lord Bedford seems to have no hope of getting ^et 
to Woburn, and I am not prepared at Stratton ; 
but what one seems eo directed to, 1 hope v/iU do 
well. Lord Carberry^s lady is dead. It is kept very 
carefully irom the princess, who goes very long for 
one so big as she was. I hear lady Gainsborough 
is recovering. The dowager lady writes me word 
she had spme thoughts of sending lady Julian to the 
bath ; that lady Northampton was to take the 
opinion of doctor Lower — truly I wish he may ad« 
vise it ; for I have believed a good while it was the best 
thing she could do, and I am glad she is in hands 
will leave nothing undone may be thought to her 
advantage ; for that, I do firmly believe, my lady will 
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cm. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I AM most ready, good doctor, to fiimish yon to- 
wards a correspondeuce ; but any matter I am sure 
8erves you if mine does. Now the matter you sup- 
ply me with is too fine, or too strong, indeed both, 
for me to meddle with. I am sorry you missed lord 
Montague, though 1 despair of argument winning 
you, who I bellere ha^e gone through all ; but his 
pow^r and goodness might be useful to you : and all 
the service which can be done you, I wish you may 
find friends to do it, and would refuse no part I can 
act 

I am very sorry the case stands with you as it 
does in reference to the oath ; and still wonder 
(unless I could find kings of divine right) why it 
does so ; and all this is the acceptation of a word 
which I never heard two declare the meaning of 
but they differed in their sense of it. Yon say yod 
could have taken it in the sen.se some worthy men 
have done. . Why ^ill you be more worthy than 
those men ? it is supererogation. 

If you can avoid mental reservation, that is the . 
biggest thing to me, for I hate that to Ood or man ; 
properly 1 know we can have none to God, though 
we may wish to have it; but I abhor that wish. 
But you seem to say, though you are permitted to 
declare, that is not enough, as not being consistent 
with the simplicity of an oath, and that it ought to 
be taken according to the mind of the imposers. If 



lord Nottingham's* misfortane t 
word which gives such scmples 
(with submission to wiser heads 
greater to weaken the interest o 
the protestant religion all the "vs 
degree, so many able men, incapaci 
to sen'e in the church, will do, if G 
prevent it not. 

It is above great and good men 
tions, if they give not a just cause 

« Daniel Finch, earl of Nottinghar 
prince's accession as contrary to law, yi 
highness was here, and we must owe o 
as king de facto, he thought it but Jus< 
allegianoe to him. (Ralph.) He was 
prei^led on to be secretary of state to 
told the friends to the revolution he coi 
them« but he would so far assist them 
would avail, and be so far criminal ai 
make him. ( Burnet.) He had great cr 
party; in 17? l he receivctl the thanks 
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rviiig the cause of God the best we can, there 
ne given. It may very well be passive obe* 
:e went too high. Some drove Jehu like. If 
[>ears they perceive they did so> ought there to 
lame in that ; or ought it not to be borne cheer- 
? If their nakedness is laid open, and some 
s do insult,* still they should be above it, and 
M)me evil with good. I never thought good 
iiad any harm by the ill-natured speeches of 
:iou8 spirits. God knows the very best of meu 
infirmities ; but they are ill men that retort 
i. However, after all is said, or can be said, a 
must be quiet in his own breast if he can. 
n I began to write in this paper, I meant not 
word of all I have said on this subject, but I 
Vf good doctor, you will take it right, .accept 
of my good meaning towards yon, and excuse 
lefectii. I pretend not to argue ; but where my 
es are earnest, I speak without reserve, some- 

rhe papists accused the church of England of innova-' 
lad contradiction, with respect to resistance, or taking 
ms against the king. Ralph observes, that in l685, 
lergy began to abate of their extravagant loyalty. When 
lahops were ordered to publish the king's declaration 
dulgence, as this was publishing what they tiiought to 
legal, or highly inconvenient, and being levelled at 
own interests, says the champion for the orthodox 
of the church {Caveat) " they could not either in rea* 
r coniknence obey; this was putting violence on the 
iences of the king's best subjects." Thus it was con- 
I at last, that the laws are the measure of obedience ; 
men have a right to withhold their obedience ^hen it 
ely to prove inconvoiient to their own interest ; and 
some: r^ard is due to the consciences of legal pro- 
its, though none had been shewn by them to pro- 
it dissenters. 
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CIV. 

DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

London, Sept. 19, 1669. 
ONOURED MADAM, 

iCEivED both your letters, and before the latter 
e to my hands I gave yonr ladyship some kind of 
ver to the first, as the time would let me, for 
post stayed for it. But having now a little more 
ire, yov will, I hope, give me leave to trouble 
with a longer letter. 

was not at Hampton Court last Sunday, being 
xt tired out with ten weeks attendance, so that 
ive had no opportunity to try further in the 
ness I wrote of in ray last, but hope to bring 
I some issue the next opportunity I can get to 
k with the king. I am sorry to see in Mr. 
Dson* so broad a mixture of human frailty, 

bi ft paper to Justify lord Russell*! opinion, " that re- 
loe may be used in case our religion and rights shoidd 
ivaded,** as an answer to the dean's letter to his lofd- 
of so July, 1683, Johnson observes, that this opinion 
1 not be wrested firom his lordship at his death, no(- 
itanding the disadTsntages at whidi he was taken, when 
M practised upon to retract that optnion, and to be- 
th a legacy of slavery to his country. And, indeady,the 
was so apprehensiye of lady Russell's displeasure at his 
ing his lordship, though with Uie best intentions, upon 
satjiect, that when he was 'Hrst admitted to her after 
Ofd's deaUi, he is said to have addressed her in tUa 
Mr: That he first thanlced God and then her ladyship, 
tut opportunity of Justifying himself to bert and. ^biri 

>L. II. D 



I* 



The kiDg, beside:* his first 

•oon returned to the tennt < 
ftiendihip.— JStrcA. Mr. John 
state, to prove the l^ality of r 
king James Il.'sarmy: he was 
and whipped, after being degi 
stored him to his liberty : the ji 
was declared ill«^al and cruel, 
and the house of lords recummi 
He died ms.^Birch, He : 
Durham. 

• Mr. George Walker, Justly 
Londonderry, in Ireland, (whci 
have surrendered it to king Jan 
parents in the county of Tyi 
educated in the university of G 
afterwards rector of Donnoghi 
the dty of Londonderry. Upo 
A regiment for the defence of 
the intelligence of king James 
Lomiondcrry, retired thithir, b 
of it. After the raising of that 
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'^pdtose modesty is equal to his merit, bath made 
him.bishop of Londonderry, one of the best bishop- 
rics in Ireland ; that so he may receive the reward 
of that great service in the place where he did it. 
It is incredible how ninph every body is pleased 
with what the king hath don^ in this matter, and 
that it is no small joy to me to see that God directs 
him wisely^ 

I will now give your ladyship a short account of 
his majesty's- disposal of our English church pre- 
ferments, which I think he has done as -well as 
could be expected, in the midst of the powerful 
importunities of so many great men, in whom I 
discern too much of court art and contrivance for 
the preferment of their friends; yea, even in my 
good lord Nottingham, more than I could wish. 
This is a melancholy consideration to one in my 
station, in which I do not see how it is possible so 
to manage a' man's self between civility and sin- 
cerity, between being willing to give good words 
to all, and able to do good to very few, as to hold 
out an honest man, or even the reputation of being 
so a year to an end. 

I promised a short account, but I am long before 
I come to it. The dean of St. Paul's,* bishop of 
Worcester; the dean of Peterborough,*!* of Chi- 
chester ; an humble servant of yours, dean of St. 
Paul's; the -dean of Norwich J is dean of Canter- 
bui^ ; and Dr. Stanley, clerk of his majesty's closet, 
is residentiary of St. Paul's; and Dr. Fairfax dean 



» I>r. StilliDgfleet. t Dr. Simon Patrick. 

t D'* John Sharp. . 



We«t, Mt, M., 

Nixon, who is my lord oc i>oi,.. . 
rying meflsages lietween the kiL 
Bath, as the Icing himself told m 
of his life. St. Andrew's and i 
not yet disposed. Dr. Birch (wl 
forgot) is prebendary of Westmi 
grieves me much, Mons. Allix | 
but my lord privy sealf woold ni 
whole is as well as could easil 
circamstanoes. 

But now begins my trouble, 
the king's hand for the deanry 
his majesty my most humble tl 
that now he had set me at ea 
of my life. He replied, " No ■ 
you ;** and spoke plainly about 
I dread to think of, and said, ' 
his sen-ice, and he must cha 
science." Just as he had s 
^'« Kunper, and I had only t' 
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ilty. For on the one hand, it is hard to de- 
liis ms^eMty*s commands, and miich harder yet 
nd out against so macfa goodness as his ma- 
ts pleased to use towards me ; on the other, 
neither bring my inclinati<m nor my judgment 
This I owe to the bishop of Salisbury, one 
worst and best friends I know ! best, for hSs 
ar good opinion of me; and the worst, for 
ing the king to this method, which I know he 
IS if his lordship and I had concerted the mat- 
>w to finish this foc^sh ^ece of dissimnlatloii, 
ining away from a bishopric* to catch an 
ishopric. This fine dcTice hath thrown me 
into the briers, that without his majesty^s 
goodness I shall never get oft vrithout a 
bed face. And now I will tell your ladyship 
»ttom of my heart. I b&ve of a fong time, I 
God for it, devoted myself to the public ser- 

lk>tson wrote before to a noUeman (nippowd the 
Portland) begging he might be excused from aceept> 
ifhopric Birch remarks, instances of this Und of 
lial will perhaps be thought rare in any age t but 
as a remarkable one under Henry YIII. of another 
' Canterbury, well known by his embassies and puldic 
tions. Dr. Nicholas Wotton, gnat undeof sir Henry 
I. This great politieiao, as well as divinoj beiqg 
xl of an intention to advance him to the mitre* 
o Dr. Bellasis ftrom Dusseldorp, Nov. llth, 1539, r^ 
g him, for the passion of God, to convey that bishop* 
a. him. " So I might (adds he) avoid it without dia- 
e, I would surdy never meddle with itt there ba 
that be meet for it, and will not reftase it. I eaaaot 
enough, cur obtrudatur non cupienti immo ne idoneo 
. My mind is as troubled as my writing isw— Your's 
ittle power, Nicholas Wotton. Add whatsoever you 
ire to it, if you add not bishop,"' 



shall be able to do as much or idoi 
preseut station, than in a higher, 
have one jot less interest or influe 
others to any good purpose ; for th( 
rally love a man that will take great 
tie preferment. But on the other h 
force my inclination to take this gres 
see that I should sink under it, au' 
choly and good for nothing, and aftc 
die as a fool dies. 

But this, madam, is a great deal 1 
one of the worst and nicest subjects 
man's self. 

As I was finishing this long lettc 
goodness will forgive, I hope neve 
siou to try it so far again, I received 
shall say no more of Dr. More, of ' 
I always knew yojir ladyship's opin) 
I mentioned was Mr. Kidder, on 
has bestowed the deanry of Pel 
* u«„« ;«. T am fu] 
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If my lord thinks well of Dr. Homeck, Dr. More 
would then certainly have St. Andrew^s. 
• I thank God for the health your family enjoys, as 
for that of my own ; and equally pray for the conti* 
nuance of it, and all other blessings. I would am 
find room to tender my humble service to my lord 
Bedford, my lord Russell, and two of the best young 
ladies I know. I am, honoured madam, more than 
I can express. 

Your most obliged and obedient servant. 



CV. 

LA.DY RUSSELL TO THE DEAN OF ST. PAUL'S. 

Whenever, Mr. Dean, you are disposed, and at 
leisure to give it me, 1 can be well content, I assure 
you, to read the longest letter you can write. But 
1 had not so soon told a truth you cannot choose 
but know, if this paper was not to be hastened to 
you with a little errand that I am well enough 
pleased to be employed in ; because the effect will 
be good, though the cause does not please me ; 
being you said Mr. Kidder* cannot have Covent 
Garden, because he is dean of Peterborough (though 
I do not conceive why, unless it is because he is 
Ip^at, and others are not.) But lord Bedford leans 
strongly to offer him to the king; it is from whtft 

• Rd. Kidder, afterwanU bishop of Bath and WcUf (in 
Kam*! stMul, 1691) was kiUed with his lady at Wells, hy 
Am lUl of a stack of chimneys during the high wind, S7 
NbVf 170s. 
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yon Raid to me has made him do so. Yetifytm 
judge he should not now be the man, I am enjoined 
to obtain from you some character of one Mr. Free- 
man,* and Mr. Williams ;t the last I have heard 
jpM speak well of, but I did not heed his just dia- 
mcter. What you thinli fit to say to me shall not 
be imparted but in general terms, if you like that 
best ; though 'lord Bedford is as close as can be de- 
sired, and as well inclined as possible to. do the 
best, and will have me say something of these men 
before he fixe8,-^hich my lord Shrewsbury adi^ses 
him to quickly. 

More X he is averse to ; Homeck || the parish is 
also, as he is well informed, to a high degree. So 
Kidder, Williams, and Freeman, are before him. I 
desire two or three lines upon this subject, by the 
first post, if you please. 

Though my paper is foil enough, especially to a 
man that has no more spare time than you harei 
yet I must just touch upon some other parts of your 
jyetter, being they touch me most sensibly. I blesf 
God that inclines the heart of our king to do well; 
it looks as if God meant a foil mercy to these long 
threatened kingdoms. I thank Mr. Dean very heart- 
ily for those thoughts that influence and heighten 

his charity to Mr. J n. I will not say what I 

do more, but you must needs know. Mr. Deao, 
now a few words to your own concern, that beais 
so he&vy upon your mind^ and I have done. I know 



* Dr. Freeman died dean of Pe t er b o r o u gh, 1707. 

t Williamt, afterwards biabop of Chfa heater, died ITOfi 

i |fore died bfabpp of EI7, 1714. 

J Homeck died prebendary of Weatoiinater^ 10106— 7t 
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not if I should use the phrase, " integrity is my 
idol;" but I am sure I admire and lo?e it hugely 
wherever I meet it. I would never have a sincere 
person crossed* I do pity you^ Mr. Dean^ and I 
think you have a hard game upon your hands, 
which if it should happen you cannot play pif your 
own way, you can do better than a man less 
mortified to the world conld ; being if you serve 
the interest of religion and the king's, you are 
doing*what you have dedicated yoursdf to,' and 
therefore can be more regardless of the ignorant or 
wicked censurer ; for, upon my word, I believe yoa 
will incur no other : your character is abpve it, if 
what you fear should come upon you. But as I 
conceive there are six months yet to deliberate upon 
this matter, you know the old saying, '' many things 
fall out between the cup and the lip;" and pray.do 
not fill your head with the fears of a trouble, 
though never so great, that is at a distance, and 
may never be ; for if you think too much on a mat> 
ter you dread, it will certainly disturb your quiet, 
and that will infallibly your health ; and you can- 
not but see, sir that would be of a bad consequence. 
The king is willing to hear you. You know your 
own heart to do good, and you have lived some 
time, ^d have had experience. You say well that 
such an one is the best and worst friend. I think 
I should have had more tenderness to the will or 
temper of my friend ; and for his justification, one 
may say, he prefers good to many, before gratify, 
lug one single person, and a public good ought to 
carry a man a great way. But I see your judgment 
(if your inclinationMoes not bias too far) is heardly 
against him in this matter, that you think yoa can- 

D 2 
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not do so much good then as noiw. We tg^tigt se 
if yon can convince him thereof; and wh^v iie j 
master of that notion, then let him Uhonr t4f mak^ 
year way oat of those briers he has done ftftjia^i 
to bring yon into ; though something dae wimlf^ 
have done it witAHmt him, I beliei*e,if I amnotn^ti. 
taken m this, no more than I an that this letter jk 
madi too long from^ Ae. 

ScpCmiter, ]6B9* 



DttAN TILLOTSON TO LADT nVSSSLU 

« 

BdnoBton, Scft. 94k 1CB9> 
HONOURBD MADAM, 

Just now I recdved yoar ladyship's letter. Slnee 
my las^ and not before, I understand the gnit 
averseness of the paritdi from Dr. Homeck ; so tltfll 
if my lord of B^ord had liked him, I ooald Mt 
have thought it fit, knowing how necessary it Ik 
to the good effect of a man's itthnstry that he^do 
not lie under any^great prejudice with fhe peoplft. 
The two whom the bishop of Chi<$hester hltk. 
named, are, I think, of the worthiest of the dty 
ministers, since Mr. Kidder declines it, for the na- 
son given by the bishop, and if he did not, conM 
not have it ; not because of any incoMiMeney in the 
preferments, but because the king, liaving so many 
obligations yet to answer, cannot, at the same 
time, give two such pref er me n ts to one man. For 
the two persons mentioned. If oompftriMm must Ik 
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made between two very good men, I will tell your 
ladyship my free thoughts of them. 

Mr. Williams is really one of the hest men I 
know, and most unwearied in doing good, and 
Ua preaching very weighty and judicioos. The 
Qther is a truly pious man, and of a winning con^ 
reraatien. He preaches well, and halh mudi the 
more plausible delivery, and, I think, a stronger 
Yoice. Both of them (which I had almost forgot) 
have been steady in all changes of times. This is 
the- plain truth; and yet I must not conceal one 
particular and present advantage on Dr. Freeman's 
side. On Sunday night last, the king asked me 
concerning a dty minister, whose name he had 
forgot ; but said, he had a very kind remembrance 
of him, having had much conversation with him, 
when his mt^ty was very young, in H(dland, and 
wondered he had never seen him since he came 
into Eng^d. 

I could not imagine who he should be, ^ his 
m^esty told me he was the English ambassador's 
ehltplain above twenty years ago, meaning sir Wil- 
liam Temple's. Upon that I knew it was Dr. Free- 
flum. The king said that was his name, and de- 
aired me to find him oat, and tell him that he had- 

■ not forgot him, but remembered with pleasure tlie 
acquaintance he had with him many years ago ; and 

' liad charged me, when there was an opportunity, 
to put liim in mind of him. Thid I thought both 
great goodness in the king, and modesty in Dr. 
Freeman,* never to dhew himself to the king all 

- • Dr. Freeman was instituted to the reeCory of Covent- 
guitm, Dee. 88» 1669. 



tU* whUe. Bj lUt 
U like 10 be mort 
MUlifactitn, M it«l 
regard, eipedaDf ii 
fermeDlB, Uhm^ M 
fiknd. 

InendoMdHr.J 
pot on other diMO 
toUme Tetlerdcr ■ 
It a little bara t* | 
initead of cbareb | 
Johnion U Terjt U 
called it nlKag, b* 
least. HI* kxdaUi 
not be weU to BMC 
biebopric ' 



lordaUp i^ Aat « 




LADY Russell's letters. 61 

If Mr. Johnson refuse this offer, and it should be 
my hard fortune not to be able to get ont of this 
difficulty, (which I will, if it be possible to do it 
without provocation), I know ohe that will do more 
fbr Mr. Johnson than was desired of the Icings but 
still as from the king, for any thing- that he shall 
know. But, I hope, some much better way will be 
found ; and that there will be neither occasion nor 
opportunity for this.* 



CVII. 



LADY MONTAGUE TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I AM very sorry, my dear sister, to find byyoursy 
which I received by the last post, that your thought* 
have been so much disturbed with what I thought 
ought to have some contrary effect.f It is very 
true what is once taken from us, in that nature, 
can never be returned ; all that remains of comfort 
(according to my temper) is a bringing to punish- 
ment those who were so wickedly and unjustly the 
cause of it. 

I confess, it was a great satisfaction to me to 
hear that was the public care ; it being so much 
to the honour, as well as what injustice was due to 

• The king granted Johnson sooi. a year for hii own and 
hit son'i life, with IQOOL in ntoney, and a place of 100/. a 
year for hia son. 

f This probably alludes to the committee'bf the house of 
commons to examine who were the advisers and promolert 
of the murder of lord RuaseU, Ac. 
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my content, and to thank him for all the hard things 
I suffer as the heist assurances of a large share in 
that other blessed state ; and if what is dear to vs 
is got thither before us, the sense what they enjoy, 
and we in a little while shall with them, ought to 
support us and our- friends. « 



^ CIX. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I AssunB you, good doctor, I was very well pleased 
this evening, to receive another letter from yon ; 
and much more than ordinary, because your last 
had ^nke gentle hints in it, as if you thought I had 
taken some offence, though you kindly again said, 
you could not or would not imagine it, not bidng 
conscious of omission or commission ; and indeed 
you have good reason for saying so : I will at any 
time justify you in it, and do more commend your 
belief, that I either had not your letters, or was not 
ii«ll, than I could your mistrust of me for what will 
aevet happen. But an old dated paper has con- 
vinced yoh, and a newer had, if I had known where 
to have found you ; for in yours of the 5th of August 
yoa intimate that yon meant (if it did not too much 
dffiftid the eyes of a friend of mine that were weak) 
to toake a stay at Windsor of ten days longer, and 
BMAe no mention then whither you went. Now 
truly I had that letter, when I was obliged to write 
much to such as would congratulate my being well 
agidn^ some in kindness, and some in ceremony. 




G4 LADY RUSSELL*! LJ 

But so it wa<«y tliat when I wci 
should uot know where to senc 
till I had Icarucd that. I sent 
could not tell : I bade John send 
tou to know if you %vere at Chil 
Gainsborough was not there the 
informed me yourself. 

Dy rejiort I fear poor lady Gal 
trouble : for though she has all 
to support her, yet that does n 
all sorrow ; it d<x.*s not direct i 
wc could command it, but to a 
the will of God, making his oun 
Indeed, doctor, yon arc eztrei 
think that my life has been so ii 
a very poor thing to me ; yet 1 
enough of it. I think 1 am ns( 
and would endure hard things 
they can do for themselves ; bui 
conclude, if I had not that, yet I 
some reason to be content to 
weary of every thing, and of th 
the madness of man most of all. 

There is a shrinking from thi 
soul from the body, that is impla 
which enforces us to conserve li 
providence ; for who would else 
that is not taught the great ad 
sufferings ? I am heartily sorr^ 
you are not exempt, which I ai 
when you cannot exercise youi 
among your fluck at Cotenham 

* FJccted as a nonji 
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enlarge on this matter, nor any other at this time. 
rhat 1 might be certain not to omit this respect to 
poa, ( have begon with it, and have many behind, 
to which I inuBt hasten, bnt first desire yon will 
^raent my mo«t humble sendee to my lady : I had 
lone myself the lionour to write to her, just as I 
^eve she was writing to me, bnt I will thank her 
iret for that favour. Either trouble or the pleasure 
9f her son's settlement engrosses her, I apprehend, 
it tills time, and business I know is an attendant 
rf the last. 

I am, sir. 
Your constant friend and servant. 

Wobam Ahbqr, SIKh August, 1690. 



ex. 

D£AN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Edmontoii, gch Oct. 1690. 
Honoured Madam, 

$INCB- 1 had the honour of your letter, I was 
empted to have troubled you with one of mine 
ipoii the sad occasion of your late great loss of two 
10 near relations, and so near together ; * but I con- 
lidered, why should I pretend to be able either to 
DStruct or comfort my lady Hussell, who hath liome 
ihings much more grievous with so exemplary a 

<> The death of her litter, the countess of Monttgue* 
ad of her nephew^ Wriothesley Baptist, earl of Gains* 
Nnough. 



I 



tears siiuii i.w. . 
- And now I crave leave to li 
own trouble to your ladyship 
king commanded mc to wa 
morning at Kensington. I 
what I feared. His m^jest] 
gracious offer, ip so prcssinf 
so much kindness, that I han 
it. I made the best acknowle 
undeserved grace and favour 
him to consider all the conse 
being well assured that all 
raised in convocation the 1 
will be the church of Eng 
count, and that the bishop o 
of it, out of a jealousy that 
to him in attaining what 
call God to witness, I woi 
his mfgesty, that ) was sti) 
to me would be greatly to 
^f he carried it so far a* 



LADY Russell's letters. S7 

obedience to his majesty's coinmands, I would con- 
Vider of it again, though I was afraid I had already 
thought more of it than had dooe me good, and 
must break through one of the greatest resolutions 
of my life, and sacrifice at once all the ease and 
contentment of it ; which yet I would force myself 
to do, were I really convinced, that I was in any 
measure capable of doing his majesty and the pub- 
lic that sendee which he was pleased to think I was. 
He smiled, and said, " You talk of trouble ; I believe 
you will have much more ease in it, than in the 
condition in which you now are." Thinking not fit 
to say more, I humbly took leave. 

And now, madam, what shall I do ? My thoughts 
were never at such a plunge. I know not how to 
bring my mind to it ; and on the otlier hand, though 
- the comparison is very unequal, when I remember 
how I saw the king affected in the case of my lord 
of Shrewsbury, • I find myself in great strait, and 
would not for all the world give him the like trou- 
ble. I pray God to direct me to that which he sees 
and knows to be best, for I know not what, to do. 
J hope 1 shall have your prayers, and would be glad 
of your advice, if the king would spai'e me so long. 
I pray God to preserve you and yours. 

I am^ honoured madam,. &c. 

* When that earl resigned the post of secretary of state 
about 1690, to divert him from which, dean Tlllotson had 
been sent to his lordship by the king.^-^^furTiet, vol. ii. 
p. 4:5. 
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po w er fu lly botfi tried purseif, and instrncted others 
to : I see no place to escape at ; yon must take up 
the cross, and bear it : I faithfully believe it has the 
figure of a very heavy one to you, though not from 
the cares of it ; since, if the king guesses right, yon 
toil more now; but this work is of your own 
choosing, and the dignity of the other is what you 
have bent your mind against, and the strong resolve 
Bf your life has been to avoid it. Had this even 
proceeded to a vow, it is, I think, like the virgins 
of old, to be dissolved by the father of your country. 
kgeAUf though contemplation, and a few friends 
well chosen, would be your grateful choice, yet if 
sharity, obedience, and necessity, call you into the 
^at world, and where enemies encompass round 
ibout, must not you accept it ? And each of these, 
A my mean apprehension, determines you to do it. 
[n short, it will be a noble sacrifice you will make, 
ind I am confident you will find as a reward, kind 
md tender supports, if you do take the burthen upon 
/on : there is, as it were, a commanding providence 
n the manner of it. Perhaps 1 do as sincerely wish 
rour thoughts at ease as any friend you have, but I 
hink you may purchase that too dear; and if yon 
hould come to think so too, they would then be as 
estless as before. 

Sir, I believe yon would be as much a common 
ood as you can. Consider how few of ability and 
ntegrity this age produces. Pray do not turn this 
lattei^too much in your head : when one has once 
■med it every way, you know that more does but 
erplez, and one never sees the clearer for it. Be 
ot stiff if it be still urged to you. Conform to the 
Mne Will, which has set it so strongly into the , 



jmu, upon wliom no refltci 
ci|i be tniulu chat is iugcn 
malicL- you are aUorc being 

IwUh 
worthy ; but encb as they i 
MDcere icol to ihc throne 
■frail, tliat you may be le 
XT7C the griai ends and de 
[About the mljijli! or Octobt 



DEAN TILLOTSON ? 



Honoured madam, 
1 AM obliged to)-i>iirla[ti's 
for takini mvcaae m serii 
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my wavering mind. I weighed all you wrote, both ' 
your advice and your arguments, having pot only an 
assurance of your true friendship and good will for 
me, but a very great regard and deference for your 
judgment and opinion. I cannot but own the weight 
of that consideration which you are pleased to urge 
me withal ; I mean the visible marks of a more than 
ordinary providence of God in this thing ; that the 
king, who likes not either to importune or to be 
denied, should, after so obstinate a declining of 
the thing on my part, still persist to press it 
upon me with so much kindness, and with that 
earnestness . of persuasion which it does not be- 
come me to mention. I wish I could think the 
king had a superior direction in this, as I verily be- 
lieve he hath in some other things of much gfeater 
importance. 

The next morning I went to Kensington full of 

'iear, but yet determined what was fit for me to do. 

met the king coming out of his closet, and asking 

' his coach was ready.' He took me aside, and I 

)ld him, that in obedience to his majesty's com- 

and, I had considered of the thing as well as I 

uld, and came to give him my answer. I per- 

ved his majesty was going out, and therefore de- 

sd him to appoint me another time, which he did 

the Saturday morning after. 

lien I came again, and he took me into his 

H, where I told him, that I could not but have 

ep sense of his majesty's great grace and favour 

e, not only to offer me the best thing he had 

ve, but to press it so earnestly upon me. I 

I would not presume to argue the matter any 

r, but I hoped he would give me leave to be 



it was the beat news had coo 
while. I did not kneel down t 
without that I doubt 1 am toe 
quested of him, that hewo«ld. 
2f it, and let it be a secret for 
he thought it might not bei^i 
parUament was up. I beggea 
he would not make me a wedge 
gent archbishop: that seme 
nominated, his majesty wonld 
iu cooucil, that since his len 
better effect, he would wjdt 
dispose of their places. JUh 
desiied,thatImlghtnotbeth 

harsh, or which might reflec 
that his majesty had thought 
this station, my reputation wi 
He said, he was sensible of i 
sonable to do as 1 desired. 1 
mention one thing more, w 
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vidow of -an archbishop of Canterbuty (which would 
BOW be an odd figure in England*) could not de* 
:^tly be supported by so little as would have con- 
;eiited her veiy well, if I had died a dean. To this 
hue gave a very gracious answer — " I promise you to 
take care of her."t 

Jast as I had finished the last sentence, another 
lery kind letter from your ladyship was brought to 
me, wherein I find your tender concern for me, 
vhich I can never sufficiently acknowledge. But 
fvm say, the dye is now cast, and I must now roak« 
kbe best I can of what I lately thought was the 
ROrst that coi^d have happened to me. I thank 
Gk>d I am more cheerful than I expected, and com- 
art myself as I can with this hope, that the provi- 
i^nce of God, to which I hare submitted my own 
vill in this matter, will graciously assist me to dis- 
Aarge, in some measure, the duty he hath called 
me to. 

I did not acqusdnt my good friend, who wrote to 
fOU, with all that had passed, because it. was in- 
tended to be a secret, which I am sure is safe in 
f^ifir hands. I only told him, that his msgesty did 
^ intend, as yet, to dispose of this place ; but 
when he d^d it^ I was afraid it would be hard for 
IDA to escape. 

■* Only two who had filled the see of Canterbury, bad 
Mtn married ; Cranmer and Parker. 

t King William granted Tillotson's widow an annuity of 
foiL and Angave flie first fruits ; f6r the archbishop left 
lolhing to his Ikmily but the copy ot his posthumous ler- 
■ouy which was afterwards sold for «,SOu guineas. Sht 
M tOth Jan. J70I— £. 

▼0L« II. B 
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ences in England) she tolr 
with great joy acqaainted 
oerning me, whereof she ' 
' I ;i many gracious expressions 

' ;■!! jesty's promises concerning 

Bnt I am sensible this 

especially concerning one's 

I had almost forgot to i 

' ' ' :j business. As soon as he 

j letter hither to me, I wrot 

i hall, and got the business 

The bishop of St. Davii 

some minister of a great t 

^ that dioceife, that it might 

his pains in that great to^ 
but if the minister is no 
bishop, I am sure he is n 
been twice to wait on my 1 
but missed of him. Whe 
[ into it, if the thing be fit 
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to make no difficalty of commanding my poor ser-^ 
Hce upon any occasion, for I am always tmly glad 
^ the opportunity. 

I cannot forbear to repeat my humble thanks fbr 
your great concernment fbr me in this afiair.* 
- That God would multiply his best blessings upon 
your ladyship and your children, and make them 
great blessings and comforts to you, is the dfdly 
prayer of. 

Madam, 
Your most c^liged humble serrant. 



CXIII. 

TO LADY RANELAGH.t 

Madam, 

I HAVE now before ipe yours of the l2th, and can 
read it with the same eagerness as when it came 
first to me, and so must any body that you shew so^ 

• Archbishop Sancroft was deprived Feb. Ist, 1690— r, 
TiUotson nominated in council to the ardibiihopric, i6Qi, 
and consecrated SUt May. He died Nov. 83, 1694. — King 
William dedated that he was the best man whom he ever 
Imew, and the best friend whom he ever had. The quMn 
'fbr many days spoke of him in the tenderest manner, stad 
not without tears. — Burnet, 

. . \ Wilis of Robert Jones, earl of Ranelagh, a mm of 
greet, parts and as great vices. . He had the art of |dM* 
sing masters of v«ry different tempers and interests, to 
mudi that he continued above thirty years in great portm 
and was looked upon as one of the ablest men Ireland bad 
tnd.^Z^fn€la/. 



to now. *"" ;" „e a very px 
trouble your lad^^P' ^^ i 

**P'rta^ opSortonUy to 
you can hare «^ ^ ^ „ 

effecting wV*** *** ^ 

"*"• • .«M that Mr. Mid* 
^•"^•^M^einthePTiw 

400t.ayeari>t«^» ,^ele 

obtained for «r r ^^ 

the tenderer in rt^eSi and 

[ to«eareve«.ont_e»otgr^ 
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to him, and your wishes in it ; and if yon thinic fit^ 
u a thing yoa Itnow I offered to him, from my lord 
Bedford, and my own account; though I icnow 
there will not want that to enforce, when he knows 
your will in it; 1 know so well his respect to your 
ladyship. However, lord Bedford and myself would 
shew our readiness to servf my lady Anne and sfar 
Francis, and the more friends join will not recom- 
mend it less to my lord Devonshire, if he can do 
any thing in it. 

I have writ to him lord Bedford's thoughts of sir 
Francis ; which are, that he is an understanding, 
honest gentleman ; and has almost exceeded any in 
this country in his zeal and activeness towarda the 
present government. 

CXIV.« 

TO LORD DEVONSHIRE. 

My lord, 
Because I think all apologies are troublesome^ I 
will not make any for sending yon this paper, which 
comes to your lordship with a joint request from 
my lord E^ford and myself, if you can befriend us 
in it. I know your lordship needs not be pressed ; 
your own nature moves you to oblige petitioners^ as 
many as you can. The business is this : we hear 
that Mr. Middleton is very near dying ; he hat a 
plaoe in the Prile-offlce ;: it is worth a^ut 400JL a 
year. Sir^ Francis Wingate, a gentleman in this 
.amautrjf that married ^ daughter of lady Asi^ey, 



My lady Ranelagb wUi, 1 gness, 
engaged in this matter, which I ' 
in : but if it is in yoar lordship's i 
courtesy, I shall be glad ; if it 1 
sorry for this trouble I have bee 
your lordship, whose hamble ser 
whole life. 



CXV. 

TO MADAME ROUVI 

DiEU nous a frappe^, ma chere m 
qui nous paroit fort rude ; mais 
comme I'homme pense, et il fii 
prend pas plaisir k tourmenter ses 
Mais que songions-nous, que DU 
ner de son chemin en ses provid 
cootentement ? Non, assurement 
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«s le deToyez, si nn fils, et ^ un bomme si brave 
si aime 6t^ da monde.* 

n a aussi toutes sortes de cousolations qu'on pent ' 
M»ible atteindre, en la manl^ de sa mort : en 
utes ses dernieres actions, mon aoie me iait foit 
p^rer qu'il fnt accept^, et que son ame se repose 
I la bnis de cet Sanvenr en qui il se reposoit avec 
at de foi. Dien vent madame, que tous et moi 
Isons nos devoirs en telle sorte que les accidents 
li nous peuvent arriver ne nous detoument pas 
3S sentiers de Dieu ; mais an contraire nous ayant 
passer doucement les pen de joors qui nous reft* 
int devant que nous entrons dans ces delices eter- 
elles qu'il nous prepare. Jusqu' k ce heurenz mo- 
lenty 

Je suis, &c. 

CXVI. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

*HERE is 80 much in those Uttle sheets you sent me 
thank you for, that finding myself very ill fitted 
do it, I was tempted to let it quite alone, till I 
nade shift to consider, that for the most part pur 
emptations incline us to the worst things, and to 
he most forbidden tempers. This makes me rise 
irom that listlessness I continually drop into, till I 
tiave at least told you how sensible I am of yonr 
Idndness on all occasions; and I am sensible too 



• MoDf. RouTigny, (eldflttliiotlier of the lata earl of Oal- 
way) a gallant ollloer, dain fi^iting under king WUUam, at 
the tettle of the Boyne, July lat^ 1690. 



conjecture v«..j . 

battered curcase makes me Biiu^p,^ 
and though I loftt with my best friei 
lights of linng, yet I find I did not a 
new grief, for want of due consider] 
ever below God is the object of ou 
some time or other be the matter o 
These two, my sister* and a dear sisf 
gan their course after me, but have e 
I would have had it otherwise, but I 
foolish in it : God Icnows where it i 
his creatures. Your prayers are I 
use than your fears, for my health 
love greatly the prayers of my frif 
be resigned in the case of my childr 
has so experienced to me my sad 
doubt mysdf, and humbly beg in : 
lodgment that I may be spared tha 
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CXVII. 
TO (iuppo$ed) THE BISHOP 'OF SALISBURY. 

HAYB, my lord, so upright a heart to my friends, 
dat though your great weight of business had 
irced you to a silence of this kind^^ yet I should 
tfre hskd no doubt, but that one I so distinguished 
a that nttle number God has yet left me, does join 
rith me to lament my late losses. The one was a 
Mt^ sincere man, and the only son of a sister and« 
friend I loved with too much passion ; the other 
ly last sister, and I ever loved her tenderly. 

It pleases me to think that she deserves to be 
emembered by all those that knew her. But after 
hfrrt forty yeai*8 acquaintance with so amiable a 
feature, one must needs, in reflecting, bring to 
emembrance so many engaging endearments as are 
^ at present imbittering and painful ; and indeed 
re may be sure, that when any thing below Ood is 
tie object of our love, at one time or another It 
rill be a matter of our sorrow. Bat a little time 
rill put me again into my settled state of moum- 
Dg ; for a mourner I must be all my days upon 
arth, and there is no need I should be other. My 
jUms runs low; the world does not want me, nor I 
nmt that; my business is at home, and within 

narrow compass. I must not deny, as there was 
omething so glorious in the object of my biggest 
orrow, [ believe that In some meaiBQx^ ^l«^ xba. 
"om being then overwhelmed : «o t^vn \\. ^^cst^ 
e, together with the rememibTaxic^ Vo^ 'v&au 



lat are joy 
lan a qmet 
ires in edn- 
B cares that 

to bear the 
think 1 t*^ 
lot In jndg- 
e, than thej 

•acefnlb*** 
i. There ii 

re me, th»t * 
nee I canno* 
nan a hi|8« 
Longer thread 
every day ^ 
nethinks it W 

ade of ^efc 

intirmuringt» 

will have no 

rest satiifiedi 

lay be entirdy 

aU do, will be 

ind mercy, i 
. but yon have 
J infirmity, •»• 
lad waste time, 
times do not, I 
lowever, it will 
vhich I witt do, 

Yours, &c. 
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CXVIII. 
TO LORD CAVENDISH. 

Though I know my letters do lord Cavendish no 
aerfice, yet as a respect I love to pay him, and to 
thank him also for his last from Limbeck, I had 
not heen so long silent, if the death of two persons, 
both "wery near and dear to me, had not inade me 
ao Qttoomfortable to myself, that I knew I was at^ 
leiiy ondt to converse where I would oeYer be ill 
company. The separation of friends is grievous, 
My ^ter Montagae was one I loved tenderly ; my 
lord Gainsborough was the only son of a sister I 
loved vAth. too much passion* They both deserved 
to be remembered kindly by all that knew them* 
They both began their race long after me, and I 
hoped should have ended it so too : but the great 
and wise Disposer of all things, and who knows 
where it is best to place his creatures, either in this 
or in the other world, has ordered it otherwise. 
The best improvement we can make in these cases, 
and you, my dear lord, rather than I, whose glase 
ijiiis low, whilst you are young, and I hope have 
many happy years to come, is, I say, that we should 
ail reflect there is no passing through this to a bet- 
ter world, without some crosses ; and the scene 
•onietimes shifts so &st,oinroQi|rieof Hfe may be 
tnded before we think we Inp^ gone half way ; and 
that a happy eternity depepidi on onr apenduig well 
or ill that' time allotted W'here for probation. 
Uve virtuously, my |Mf an4 you cannot die too 



TO DR. FITZWILLI 

Though your letter to me, wbM 
was writ from Windsor, 25th of 
not read by me till very lately ; fb 
come in^ a time I was imder some 
nary discomposure of mind, it wf 
my hand, at least I knew it not, I 
believe my serraitts laid it for me' 
to put things out of my pocket ii 
not to regard it in several dayi 
said something upon it a little soc 
Ck>d's goodness in a great measui 
fear for my poor boy, who on Tu 
had so violent a cough, that in 
suspicions of some other ill at< 
I thought most likely; and i 
Thursday, and so high, with 
-*'*'• thouirht it the se 
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be so of the ill oonseqnenceig which often follow that 
disease ; his cough is still remainingy and will now, 
I believe, till he purges or bleeds. I tmst, that as I 
have had grace to ask it, so his life is granted me 
in mercy and not in judgment. 
' As to your affairs, they stand as they did for 
many reasons. I went that very Tuesday my child 
fell ill, to have seen the queen, in order a day or 
two after to have seen the princess ; but it so fell 
oot^ I saw neither, and naust not for a white ; nei- 
ther have I seen the dean* since you went' the last 
time ; he had a severe cold upon him, and said he 
would go into the country for air. Your informa- 
tion concerning the dean, I believe in part to be 
true, but not in the whole ; as thus : I believe the 
dean thinks it is fit Mr. Hartlib should be consi- 
dered ; but never pitched on this, or that, only that 
he should have something, but did not recommend 
hfm to this : and I conclude so far from this reason ; 
that when doctor Sharp spoke to the lord Notting- 
ham, to desire so much as to know whether he had 
tpoke to the king in such an one's behalf or not, 
that he might recommend such an one (Jekylby 
name) or whether he would think fit to do it at all ? 
His answer was, it was out of his hand ; it lay be- 
tween the king and the dean ; for Hartlib had been 
recommended, and the dean of St. Paul's had put 
in a caveat. 

Now if the dean had recommended the man, he 
might then at the same time have obtained the con* 
dltion, and not put in a caveat. So 1 do not go 

upon what the dean says, but what I gather other- 

• 

• Of St. Psul'i, Dr. TUlotMMu 



be put npoD any ioiug mav wiu, 
to your circumstances. 

As to the prebendary, I know 
it. If you are not obliged to f 
you not modestly represent the c 
be understood ? though I woul 
cautious, and make sure of son 
can be. 

I am sorry you jar so with 
sure was tender towards you i 
this government, and you believ 
good reason to do so; but it t 
thing afterwards contrary to t 
which I -am also sorry for, ai 
soften (for your own sake) as 
Vou must needs think, doctor, 1 
^he bishop of Ely has given, d 
ereiy one knowing your intii 
there is no reason ]rou should 
you will not suffer from it. But 
vrm Rhniild he a little more w 
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w«y dian to call him to be often where he is. If 
yon 8B.W how many walks I fetch to my boy fb a day, 
you would think I have done a great work to scrib- 
ble all this, from 

Your friend and senrant. 
5 Febrtuury» 1690— I. 

cxx. 

ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

June 23, l601.« 

Honoured madam, 
I RECEIVED your ladyship's letter, together with 
that to Mr. Fox, which I shall return to him on 
Wednesday morning, when I have desired Mr. Kemp 
to send him to me. 

. I entreat )'ou to give my humble service to my 
lord of Bedford, and to let his lordship know how 
%r I have been concerned in this affair. I had no- 
ice first from Mr. Attomey-Qeneral and Mr. So- 
dtor, and then my lord • • *, that several per- 
ms, upon the account of publishing and dispersing 
Teral lil)els against me, were secured in order to 
Ofi^cution : upon which I went to wait upon 
im severally, and earnestly desired of them,, that 
body might be punished upon my acconnt ; that 
% was not the first time I had experience of this 
d of malice, which, how unpleasant soever to 
I thought it the wisest way to neglect, and the 
to forgive it.f None of them said any thidg to 

rom hit draught in ihort-hand* 

pon a bundle of libels Ibund^unoDg hit s^wn alter 



panVshment, i hid wy P** V 

w"**" "'"^ Art* *o« >«* 
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degree much beyond my expectation, is no small 
support to me ; and I flatter myself with hopes, 
that my Mends will continue their kindness to me $ 
ei|ieeially that the hest friend I ever had mil not 
be the less so to me now that I need friends most. 
I pray to Ood continually to preserve yon and 
yours ; and particularly at this time, to give my 
lady Cavendish a happy meeting with her lord, 
and to grant them both a long and happy. life 
togetbei*. 

. I am, madam^. 
Your most faithful and humble servant. 



CXXI. 
TO ($uppo9edJ ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON. 

bf waiitB and distresses of all kinds one naturally 
flies to a sure friend, if one is blessed with apy 
B«cb« This is the reason of the present address to 
you, which is burthened witk this request, if you 
think it fit, to give the enclosed to the queen. My 
letter is a petition to her m^esty, to bestow upon 
a gentleman a place that is now fallen by the death 
of Mr. Herbert ; it is auditor of Wales, value about 
400/. a year. He is, if I do not extremely mistake, 
fit ifor it, and worthy of it ; he is knight of the 
shire for Carmarthenshire : it would please me on 
several accounts, if I obtain it. Now every thing is 
so soon chopped upon and gone, that a slow way 
would defeat me, if nothing else does ; and that I 
fisar from lord Devonshire \t Yve vraavsx \qwcl\ >«.- 
sides, Isbovdd not so dl^tmclV^ Yxloyi X>ftfc ojasRs^'' 
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^ao reviving, notwithstan 

^ M».es which are con. 
narticularly on these sad i 

rinkinTnation.. and « ti^ 

the world over, and aU IP 

m, spirit all lean, and li*^ 

Tict of mote happy aays 
Sw some age. have been 

ness of those Inrtruments 
work thte great work hy, « 
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yet I do sometimes submit, because I would not be 
quite useless to such as hope for some benefit by 
my means, and I desire to do what good I can. 

I know your majesty feels that life is a labour ta 
the highest ; but, madam, yon are blessed with a 
portion of goodness big enough to be content with 
it, in order to serve those ends of Providence which 
are certainly wise and good, though dark to the 
inhabitants of the earth. 

I do, in all humility, ask pardon for my request 
on the behalf of Mr. Richard Vaughan,* that he 
may succeed colonel Herbert (lately killed in Ire- 
land) as auditor of Wales. He is a lav^yer, a Welsh- 
man, and so well esteemed of in his country, that 
he serves as knight of the shire for Carmarthen- 
Bhire. I believe him every way fit for the office, 
or I should not do so much for him, since I thinic 
it a great matter to disquiet your majesty in this 
kind ; and could with more joy pay a considerable 
duty to your majesty, than receive a profit for my- 
self or friend ; but my meanness and my misfor- 
tunes are a bar to all such hopes. 

I pray God still to direct and prosper your ma- 
jesty, preserve the person of the king, and bless 
with success all his designs, and so complete his 
blessing and compassions to sdl good people all the 
world over. The late public mercies fills with 
hopes your majesty's 

Most humble, most dutiful. 

And most faithful servant* 

£4 July, 1601. 

• Aelstod to lady Kunefft ftn^YfW^mA.^ 



judges 80 wrong of the kindness i n: 
think she needs make an excuse for 
I shall never think it a trouble to h 
and should be very glad to do what y 
as I was wholly unacquainted with 
believe there is no great haste in thi 
left all who spoke to me at libert 
themselves ; so that it is likely the 
disposed of it before I could let him 
sire. If it comes time enough, I 
he wiU be as wiUing to please you 
myself. 

You are very much in the right tc 
cause enough to think this life not s* 
it may be others do, that I lead at [ 
' the pain I am almost continually Id 
it is so contrary to my own inclinat 
be neither easy nor pleasant ; but 1 
ever to live for one's self. I have ha 
ease and content, and was not so sen 

Vinni-kSnttea aa T rtnorVif till T lost it: 
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little good cither from Flanders or sea. The king 
continues, God be praised, very well ; and though 
I tremble at the thoughts of it, yet I cannojt bat 
wish a battle well over ; and for that at sea, twish 
it as heartily as Mr. Russell himself. 

I have helird nothing all this while of your. peti- 
tion, which I am sori^ for, wishing for any occasioB 
to shew how really I am, and always shall be 

Your very affectionate friend. 

Whitehall, July SO, 1691. 

CXXIV. 

TO (tuppoted) LADY ALINGTON. 

I MIGHT have told you before you left us, my dea^ 
sister, that I took the opportunity I had of being 
alooe with your father at the JLodge on Thursday, 
when you went to the leads, to speak to him in tha^ 
concern you committed to me ; but being my suc- 
cess is not exactly suitable to your desires, I would 
not venture to abate of your good humour amongst 
so many of your friends that take so great a plea- 
sure in it ; and to tell you true, I had rather write 
than speak, when what I have to say is not grate- 
ful, neither to me who am to speak, nor to them I 
am to speak it tQ. But thus it is: when I had 
spoke, my lord immediately replied, " Daughter, 
this is not new to me ; I have been spoke to in it } 
and I can give no other answer than I have dome 
already ; which is, that I have lately disbursed great 
sums, and my estate stands charged with a consi- 
deraUe debt, which must be raised when I die j but 



I know not, but 1 
■nyMlftobe: if] 
tie more Wright t 
weight of now ft 

wonderfully anppi 
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IfCtolire. Hie, 
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Iirice of hia blood 
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LADY Russell's letters. 95 

» « 

cxxv. 

TO (supposed) LADY ALINGTON.* 

My dear sister, I have not yet had resolation to 
speak to you this way, nor know I now what to 
say.. Your misfortune is too big to hope that any 
thing I oflfer dan allay the present rage of your sor- 
row. I pray for you, and I pity you, which is aU I 
can do ; and that I do most feelingly, not knovHng 
how soon your case may be mine ; and I want from 
youy^what I would most willingly furnish you with 
-^4K>me consolation and truce from yo|ir extreme 
lamentation. 

I hope that by this time yonr reason begins to 
get a power over your wasted spirits, and that yoa 
will let nature relieve herself. She will do it, if 
you do not obstruct her. There is a time and pe^ 
riod for all things here. N&ture will first prevail^ 
but as sooh as -we can we must think what is our 
duty, and pursue it as well as we are able. I be* 
seech God to teach you to submit to this unlooked- 
for, andj in appearance, sadly severe providence, 
and endow you with a quiet spirit, to wait for the 
day of consolation, when joy will be our portion to 
all eternity: in that day we shall meet again aU 
our pious friends ; all that have died in their inno- 
cence ; and with them' live a life of innocence, and 
purity, and gladness for ever. Fit your thoughts 
with these undoubted truths, m^ deax ^vaxst^^s^ 

* On the death of one of hex ^u^V*^* 



I (»••.. 



he cen. 
refreshmeuts. I am 



10 Oct 1691. 

CXXVI. 
TO • • • • 

The misfortunes of such as one ex 
grow our own ; so that if my coi 
were not so soon touched as it is 
accidents, I should yet feel a great 
mourning : if sharing a calami t) 
that burden would be little; fo 
age as we live in, there is such a 
goodness, that all the world lanu 
yet, sure, madam, when we p 
■^•'* that is excellent, it 
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CXXVIL 

to mr. owen. 

Sir, 
How welcome the question I have to ask you will 
be, I know not, but I am much mistaken if the 
answer be not to my satisfaction. 

I have had advice, and that but very lately, that 
my lord Cavendish's friends intend to set him up 
for Westminster. He is come over, and now with 
me. I know you were invited by your friends to 
staiid, and therefore suppose you have had an in- 
lent to do 80. How far you are engaged I know 
moitf nor how strong you find your interest. I do 
very weti remember you asked me to speak tomy 
lord Bedford for his ; I did it, and his answer was, 
he wished you a parliament-man with all his heart, 
becaiue he thought you would vote well for yonr 
ooontry ; but having appeared for Phil. Howard, 
he did not care to be forward in opposing him if he 
stood. Now I have heard nothing of your oonoems 
liiiGe this, and my lord Bedford was so favourable « 
Id the matter, that he meant to move no way in it, 
^ now he understands that lord Cavendish looks 
after it. You may believe he cordially assists him : 
lord Clare does so too, who else assisted Mr. Bridg- 
mai^ ; but he now wants none, hanng submitted to 
a signification given him not to pretend td stand if 
lord Cavendish did, it being of great conoerums^ 
that be should not be bamed. ^Vc ^\ii£<$Qsxi'^^si^ 
tblnkano more of It iie\tYitT,iot ^ w»^ ^k^ssA. 
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I ■' ' k 'I 

*'■ :{ : 
* ' r . : 



h : I 

1.1 '! 

1 • ■ 

* ■ I 

/I 



■ I 



est ; therefore I would fedn 1 
trial of skill between the two 
not so well do if lord Cavendi 
bead of one of them, and ths 
if yon desist. And indeed it 
gratification to the Tories to r 
what they have so lately lot 
their credit in dections. 

Now, Mr. Owen, I should 
nion honestly in this matter ; 
I am greatly concerned in it, ; 
on in relation to yon, who a 
ance than yon are to any of 
mily. I would by no means I 
lord Cavendish contest in thii 
now at his first entrance intc 
good will of so many perse 
aDDTQved of bv his malMtr h 
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All these things you can weigh much juster than 
I cau lay them before you; and you know your 
stren^h, and what may weaken it, if you please to 
consider it ; and when you hare ddne so, if you re- 
solve to oppose us, tell me ingenuously as much, 
and if you please, your reasons against my lord's 
standing, and for your own : it will oblige. 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. * 
«3 Oet 1691. 

CXXVIII. 
TO QUSSN MARY. 

May it please your majesty. 
The king^s safe return into England is so great a 
subject for rejoicing, with all the other mercies of 
this year, as it gives me courage to take upon me 
to congratulate to your majesty so blessed and so 
desired a providence, most especially to yourself, 
and then to all your people, that the intolerable 
temper of envy and faction does not influence; 
blessed be God that their fault l)eoomes their pu- 
nishment. 

-My mind bdng as it ought to be, as fiQl of the 
present public joy as I am capable of, I am unwill* 
ing to put any thing in this paper that is of little 
moment, or looks like a particular interest. But, 
because I am very tender of multiplying these kind 
of troubles to your ms^esfy, and am 9&s» ^xiKSRsc^seK^ 
Srom your being pleased to laAte nolCvcfeW^^os*. 
presented my petition that \ \wA \awi^n ^*»«^ 
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iited, my ladf Devoiwhire not bdng in town | 

' lord gives me so good a reason for it (as Hat 

I being best pleased it should be so,) that if I 

ithority to do it, I would not keep her, unoe 

d have all that is mine to pay, as I will ever 

ree obedience to all her m^jesty's^ orders. I 

she will quite lose her credit for a dancer, 

ad she cannot walk one danoe out, it is bo 

Dce she learned, and sl|e will have so little 

» practise ; but I encourage her to be con- 

> do ill, rather than do nothing when the 

lAds her do something. She will still grow 

I hope, every way a great w^ile. I bqUta 

ad pardons of my lady Derby jfor so long a 

now, and so lasting an one as I have taken 

rty to ai<k of her ; but a mother's concern 

^rust, excuse all the importunities of one 

with true and great respect. 

Your ladyship's. 
1691. 

cxxx. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

emely well pleased, good doctor, to see 

n you : not that I ever was so ii^uriou 

) believe I had less of your respect when 

)f your letters ; and I expect the saine 

our part towards me, and I bdlem I 

vever, it is w^ to excreta it Mobit- 

last [ writ to ^oa \m x«s<vi \^ ^s>s\ 

, over the cVmauR'!, ^^ '^^^ ^^" 
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my thoughts grew too intent upon the, sea affUi 
to write letters : but God's holy name be ev 
praised for the happy dose of that great bnsinei 
which is marvellons in our eyes. May our prais 
and thanksgivings in some measure correspond 
the good we have received, and that our bigge 
acknowledgments may not be expressed in ring^ 
of bells and making of bonfires ; but in recountb 
his many, and wonderful, and glorious mercies, ai 
in carefully walking more obediently to his law 
which is sdl we can return to our benefeurtor. 

Notwithstanding our differences in some thing 
I am sure doctor Fitzwilliam joins his thank 
givings with me in this victory over that proud pe 
secutor of the protestant religion« The ezpre 
this morning tells us, that the twelve ships admir 
Russell had pursued to the French shore were i 
burnt ; the six biggest on Monday night, and t] 
six less on Tuesday morning, with all their, gui 
and ammunition ; six were three deck ships, ai 
the other six ; the least was of sixty guns. The fle 
is now divided into three parts : the admiral wii 
one to Brest, to try if he can do any thing then 
one of the less is to j^ to eastward, to look afti 
six French ships said to be gone that way; and tl 
other to cross between England and Dunkirk, 
believe your newspapers at Chiltem tell you a] 
but being there is nothing newer, I would do 
too; and as one can say nothing but what wool 
be dull after what I have said, I will conclud 
this from 

Your frieiid and ies^reat* 

May S6, 1692, 




1 wnx iBf bnt Ilttl 
long Hitfaont hear 
lantb to my jnstldc: 
eame to the more to 
lut letter; not but 
tf I (Bipected Ton I 
tmnrds 7011 ; I dut 
peatances, uiil othe 
Iti ahoTt, tnj dtwgbti 
me twice B day to Ai 
tm iwtlTT and one o" 
nen, being near 1e< 
■erring me no looge 
haps wBi the biggest 



LADY. aUSSBLL'fl LBTTBB8. 

mercy, to do it. I hope I may condndi 
without sinning ; yet I cannot attain to H 
God, and submission to all his providenc 
can rejoice in : however, I bless him for hi 
mercy, in a support that is not wrought 1 
world (though my heart is too much boun 
Che blessings I have yet left) and I hope ch 
has enabled me to regoice in him as my eve 
portion, and in the assured hope of good th 
the other world. 

Good doctor, we are travelling the sami 
and hope, through mercy, to meet at the 
happy end of all our labours here, in an e 
rest; and it ii of great advantage to that m 
ment, communicating pious thoughts to each o 
nothing on this side heaven goes so near to it : 
being where God is, it is heaven. If he be in 
hearts, there will be peace and satisfaction, w 
one recollects the happiness of such a state (whi 
if my heart deceives me not, I hope is mine,) ai 
will try to experience more and more that blei 
promise—" Come unto me all ye that are het 
lad^, and I will give you ease.** This day and i 
sut||ect inclines me to be very long, and migh 
another be too tedious : but I know it is not sc 
Or. Fltzvnlliam, who uses to feast in the hous< 
inouming. However, my time to open my chi 
ber-door is near ; and I take some care not to 
feet in these retirements. In all drciimstanct 
remain. 

Sir, 
Your coostautly obliged friend andjenreBj 

juJr u, i6g8» 
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cxxxiir. 

;.ADY • • • RUSSELL. / 

taliate with my sister Russell, U 
I the subject of death, when I have 
It month been reflecting on what I J 

1 yet what can I say more, than i 

you, that it is a solemn thing to i 

.'quences of death to believers and P 

at it is a contemplation ought to . e 
ke us diligent for the approaching 
wii ; yet I doubt it does so but on 
1 are one of those happy ones, 1 
lew no more reason for it than the 
f yours, that the bare meditation 
rovolie to care ; for when a heart 
ed, it will act ; and who has, per- 
lute surrender of herself, so knit 
as will make her dear in his sight, 
umerablc obligations to be his en- 
ug should be so attracting to us, 
9 love in sending his Son : but my 
)w for earthly losses makes me 
ordinately ; and my profit in the 
ty has been small, or I should have 
I roy mourning into rejoicing than* 
id such a friend to lose ; that I 
own soul take such a prosr 
him, when brought to ' 
K and shaded N^iSkSE^ ^ 
avevsioii o^ w^^^arax 
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fearing evil: for if we, in oar limited de§ 
goodness, will not forsake those that depenc 
much less can God cast ns from him, when 
to him in our calamity ; and though he dei 
earnest and repeated prayers, yet he has no 
me the support of his holy spirit, in this : 
day of calamity, hut enabled me in some i 
to rejoice iirhim as my portion foir ever ; i 
provided a remedy for all our griefs, by ] 
promises of another life, where there is m 
nor any pain or trouble, but a fulness of jo]f 
presence of God, who made ns, and lovet 
ever. 

CXXXIV. 

TO LADY SUNDERLAND. 

Your kind letter, madam, asks me to do mi 
ter for myself and mine, than to scribble so 
ficantly as I do in a piece of paper; but foi 
several reasons yours must have the advant 
offer me with obliging earnestness a thonsai 
greater than I deserve, or there can l>e ca 
but that you have taken a resolution to be f 
Bess and fovonr to me. And indeed what 
mark can you almost give than rememberio 
often, and letting me receive the exceeding 
tage of your dmng so, by reading your 
which are all so edifying ? When I know 
coBtinually engaged in so great and necese 
p^oymeDts as you are, and \ian« Xvol Xao > 
heaUb, which to any otbec Va 1\^ ^wV 
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No soul can speak more 
self on this subject j who 
ships hare made all the Joy 
and yet who would live ani 
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icribbled a great deal of paper; I dare not read k^ 
est I should be sorry lady Stinderland should : and 
ret -can now send her nothing if not tliis ; for my 
yes grow ill so 'fast, I resolre to do nothing of this 
ort by candle-light. 

cxxxv. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

HAVE not used to be so long without holding a 
orrespondence with my good friend doctor Fitzwil* 
iam ; but I can do no more as I have done, there- 
are do worlcs of necessity in the first place ; and 
rhen I think I have not done too much, I proceed 
those of pleasure. If I had fDund leisure to be 
employed, you had been told sooner that I have 
eceived yours of the 23d of August; I thanli you, 
hr, for all in it $ and would {^adly say somethii^ 
crevery thing in particular, but I must restrain my 
eSires, being resolved to be strict in observing the 
Erections I am under for my bad eyes, which I am 
ot sensible I hurt by what I can do, which is wri- 
Ing ; as for reading, I am past that contentment, 
specially print ; your hand is plain, and so well 
nown to me, I can yet make shift to see it ; and 
rhile I can, desire to do so, if you please. 
I have had a strong inclination to have discoursed 
business of wdght with you, no less than ibm 
larriage of my daughter: if lady G^sborough 
bought of it, you had a hint of it earlier than al- 
lost any body from me. 1 ^<() o^w^ ^\A3fii Nx Nfn& 
rst proposed f I was a8\tYrex^«aTV^>J«^\^sQ^'^^o»^'*^ 



giiiary religious scruple. For as, on 
I am joyful to see my daughters b< 
best fortuues in England, so, on th' 
had a kingdom with his, I would nol 
her knowingly in circumstances that 
God's blessing would not go with. £ 
is just, as agreeing with the word ol 
marriage after it certidnly to be so . 
eBtate, we ei^oy them by man's law, 
can alter, and so may alter agair 
risk I am willing to run, if there sh< 
left. 

The young people have just sec 
He is a pretty youth, and, as ' I am 

* In 1670, John lord Roos, or Rom (i 
duke of Rutland,) who had married lad) 
daughter to Henry, marquis of Dorcheite 
two sons, having brought proofs of adult 
obtained a sentence of divorce in the u\ 
amounted only to a separation from 
- w:ii 4,^ HiMoive the bond ; s 
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bred, and is free from all ill ; his tutor was with 
him t he is a non-swearer^ a divine, a man lof parts, 
they say, and a good liver. Yon see, thongh I may 
not thinic 'the better of him, I do not thinic the 
worse. This is the bwsiness sticlcs closest to my 
thoughts, and so I am apt to enlarge to such friends 
as yon. For the chat of the town, as the successor 
to my poor sister,* &c. 1 will not venture to htrt 
my eyes for it ; so will close this from 

Your foithful friend and servant. 

19 September, 169s. 

CXXXVI. 

QUEEN MARY TO LADY RUSSELL. , 

I CONFESS myself lazy enough in writing, yet that 
has not hindered my answering lady Russell's letter, 
but staying for Mr. Russell's own answer, to which 
yon referred me. 

I have seen him this day, and find he is resolved 
to be Mr. Russell still : I could not press him far- 
ther in a thing he seemed so little to care for ; so 
there is an end of that matter. Whether the king 
will think I have done it enough or no I cannot 
tell, but it is not in my nature to compliment, which 
makes me always take people at their words. I 
was glad to hear lord Bedford is so well, and that 
your eyes are no worse. 

• Lord Montague*! teeond wife wa» Eliubeth, daughter 
of Heniry Cavendiah, duke of Newcastle, widow of Christo* 
pher Monk, duke of Albemarle* 
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daily prayers are to be directed by his boly-Spiifit, 
and that it may proceed or &U as he in mercy sees 
it best. I cannot write long enongh together, to 
say much to the argument you do gently hint your 
. mind concerning it. He has been here a weelc, and 
there appears no disposition in him that is blame- 
able, though his age is not enough to compose him 
sldlfiil in disguise, and so with art to conceal his 
iadinations ; neither are his tender years proof 
against impressions, and imbibing bad as well as 
good. The gentleman you mentioned was with 
him, and, I believe, has done well his duty. Hbi 
want of complaisance gives me no prejudice, or sd 
little, that if he were my son, I \?ould put him 
into his hands from me, for some time, to the uni- 
versity, where I think our nobility, should pass 
some of their time: it has been for many years 
neglected ; I must use that term, because I think it 
a proper one. 

We are, God prospering our intentions, as near 
our remove to London, as the middle of this month 
is to us, where I should hope to meet lady Gains- 
bMtmgh, but that your last hints nothing of it. 
Pray present my most humble service unto her, and 
continue just to me, in believing me to be 

Your faithful 
And affectionate friend to serve yoa« - 

5 November, 1698. 
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CXXXIX. 

TO DR. FtTZWILLIAH. 

The kindest marks yoa .can -give me, good doctor, 
of your having me in jrour thoughts, I received as 
you designed I should before, and yet very near the 
day that I must ever give a solemn regard to; hat 
alas ! my had eyes serve me now so little, that I 
could not read your papers, and tell yon that I had 
done so in one day. -It is mortifying, yet J hope I 
do not repine ; hut, on the contrary, rejoice in the 
goodness of my God to me, that when I feared the 
utter loss of sight, has let me thus long see the 
light, and by it given me time to prepare for that > 
day of bodily darkness whieh perhaps must soon 
overtake me. And what a grace is it that I should 
first settle my two daughters, as I expect to do ! 
though as near as we take this in hand to be, it 
may never take effect; nay, shall not (if God is 
pleased to grant my request,) unless it be a thing 
pleasing in his sight, and which his blessing shidl 
go along with. 

I am apt to say unless they shall be'happy in it, ' 
bnt I find a distinction to be made between being 
pleasing in God's sight, and their being happy, as 
we term it ; that is, be|ng full o( worldly enjoyments, 
and taking excessive delight in their enjoyments. 
This God may withhold in mercy to their future 
good. So that I consider, if the act is acceptable 
to him, all shall work to tYieVt %ckA \J1 >^^>Bve^ 
Mad serve hua,) bat wliethec "b^ ^ ^tw^wwR^^"^^*^ 
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people, who came from all places of the coontry to 
see her, and to wish them both joy, even with 
Irazzas and acclamations. 

As they drew near to Bdvoir, our train in- 
creased, with some coaches, and with fresE troops 
of aldermen and corporations, besides a great 
many clergymen. Who presented the bride and * 
bridegroom (for so they are still called) with 
verses upon their happy marriage. 

I cannot better represent their first arrival at 
Belvoir, than by the Woburn song that lord Bed- 
ford liked so well ; for at the gate were four-and- 
twenty fiddlers all in a row ; fonr-and-twenty trum- 
peters, with their tan tara.ra ra's ; four-and-twenty 
ladies, and as many parsons ; and in great order 
they went in procession to the great apartment, 
where the usueJr ceremony of saluting and wishing 
of joy passed, but still not without something repn- 
sented in the song, as very much tittle-tattle, and 
fiddle-fiddle : after this the time passed away till 
supper, in visiting all the apartments of the honse, 
and in seeing the preparations for the saclE pottet, 
which was the most extraordinary thing I did eier 
aee, and much greater than it was represented to 
be. After supper, which was exceeding magnifi* 
cent, the whole company went in procession to the 
great hall ; the bride and bridegroom first, and all 
the rest in order, two and two ; there it was the 
scene opened, and the great cistern appeared, and 
the healths began ; first in spoons ; some time after 
in diver cups ; and though Uie healths v^-ere many, 
and great variety of names given to them, it ^raa 
cbaeired, after one 'hoar's Iwt sftt?AiCfc^^aBfc va i M ia » . 
did not sink above one inch^viVAOciTfiA^'f^^*^ 



Maqah. 
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I entreat my lord Ross and his lady to accept of 
ly homble service, and my hearty wishes of great 
Dd lasting happiness. 

My poor wife is at present very ill, which goes 
»ry near me ; and having said this, I know we shall 
ave your prayers. I entreat you to give my hnm- 
le service to my lord of Bedford, and my lord 
avendish and his lady. I could, upon several ac- 
rants, be melancholy, but I will not upon so joy- 
d an occasion. I pray God to preserve and bless 
rar ladyship, and all the good family at Wobum, 
ad to make us all concerned to prepare ourselves 
ith the greatest care for a better life. 
I am, with all true respect and esteem. 
Madam, 
Your ladyship's most faithfid 

And most humble servant. 



CXLII. 



TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

'bu will be so just to me, good doctor, as never to 
[dstrust my silence ; if 1 did not believe so, I should 
e in some pain now, having two letters from you 
y me, tha^ if I am not very unworthy will make 
lie take a pleasure to say something in return of so 
ouch good will ; and it is then an ill mark not to 
tave writ in so long a time, being I know none but 
rhat are self-lovers enough to do 'siVoX ^«sttK& 
bedf. Yet so has been my case \ V ^Qw\^V«w.\«Ka. 
9d to bare conversed Mth you, tsooA. ^oKX«t ^''"^'^ 
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-ef life. I apprehend Irat one incoBveniencf^ if yon 
4o a little less sequester yourself, and that I hope 
ytm are of a more temperate spirit than to draw on 
yourself; but yoa are best judge. I exceed my 
•bOQAdfl exceedingly, for I take little paper to night, 
no more than one ride, not to turn over ^ for if I do, 
this is the issue. Farewell, good doctor, for this 
^me. 

I am constantly your friend to senre you. 

18th Sept. 1693. 

CXLIII. 

ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LA.DY RUSSELL. 

Lambeth House, ISth Oct. 1693. 

I HATE forborne, madam, hitherto, even to ac- 
knowledge tlie receipt of your ladyship's letter, and 
your liind concernment for mine and my wife's 
■health, because I saw how unmerciful you were to 
ymr eyes in your last letter to me ; so that I should 
certainly have repented the provocation I gave you 
to it by mine, had not so great and good an occasion 
made it necessary. - *■ 

I had intended this morning to have sent Mr. 
Vernon to Wobum, to have inquired of your lady- 
ililp's health, having bat newly heard, that since 
your return fipm Belvoir, a dangerous fever had 
seized upon you. But yesterday morning, at coun- 
di, I happily met with Mr. Russell, who to my 
' ^reot joy, tol^ me, that he hoped that danger was 
0W ; for which I thanlt God witfi all my heart, be- 

TOL. II. o 
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* * 

CXLIV. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

• 

Good doctor. 
Though I will not say I am to blan^e in not wri- 
tiDg, yet I pronounce myself so, by not taking care 
you might know I bad your letter, and the book, 
which was writ with so much care, that I fQuud no 
l»ain at all in reading it. I cannot say the like to 
the doubtfulness of thoughts I perceive you, sir, 
engaged in. I am not furnished with abilities, (my 
Imiins and eyes would both fail me in the task) if I 
should attempt to effect, what I wish. So ileave 
yoa to yourself, being satisfied you are not so grie- 
vously wanting to yourself, as not to have sought all 
arguments to convince your judgment that you 
ikiight honestly submit to the present government, 
which by the wonderful proridence of God is esta- 
blished in these nations, for maintsuning the pro- 
testant religion in its purity, both at home and 

pray^ two days after, in which he toudied ilpon the Aeath 
of her husband, ' " whom the holy and righteous Providence 
<8«ys he) permitted [under a colour of law and justice] .to 
be [uxOuotiy] cu.t off from the land of the liying." But over 
the words between the brackets, after the first writing, be 
drew a line, as intending to erase thetn, probaUy firom a 
niflection that they might be too strong, or less suitable tp a 
■ psajrer. June S8, he wrote to the bish^ of Salisbury, " I 
oaimot forbear to tell you, that my lady Russell's eye was 
ooocfaed yesterday momiiig with very good iuooeiss Godbe 
pnitedfurit*'— ^irc*. 
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A pasSy I suppose, is no difficnlt thing to obtidn. I 
bare scribbled so much, I must not engage in tell- 
ing stories of my son. In sbort, if thejr do not de- 
oeive me whom I trust, all goes very welL I intend 
e?er to remsun, as I am at present. 

Good doctor Fitzwilliam's 

Futbfiil friend and servant. 

Oxford, 17th May, 1596. 

CXLV. 

TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

BIany obstacles have been in my way to prevent my 
taking notice that I have received lately two letters 
firom you, good doctor ; observe, I say, giving yon 
notice that I had them ; for as to the answering 
them, I am not so conceited of myself to go abont 
it. I will only say, that I am glad nothing of snch 
a nature can be put upon me as should try my 
strength both of judgment and fortitude, which I 
ndstrust would both prove very weak ; whilst in ' 
the mean time I see men, whose sincerity and ability 
I have equal value for, point blank contrary one to 
the other ; yet both will be, I doubt not, accepted 
at the great day of trial ; and therefore I will take 
leave, sir, to wish you converted. 

Because I know I cannot manage the argument^' 
1 will give it over, lest i hurt the canse I wmild give 
credit to» If I had a better talent, I would noC 
l^ve you over as I must do*^ ikot,'to«i«s«t^^Nik 
poB^ble) if I had the 8\gbt\bsAwMC»\^»«^>^^ 
hi ImuMt be content, and amtYi»aEd&l^l ^^* 
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80 that it may in every one of these answei those 
blessings by an exemplary holiness, and that both 
you and they may be public blessings to the age and 
nation. 

I do not think of coming up yet this fortnight, if 
I am not called for.* I hnmbly tlianlr your lady, 
ship for giving me this early notice of so great a 
blessing to yon. I hope it shall soon be completed 
by my lady Ross's full recovery. Mrs. Burnet is 
very sensible of the honour your ladyship does her 
in thinking of her, and does particularly rejoice in 
God's goodness to you. I am, with the highest 
sense of gratitude and respect possible. 

Madam, 

Your ladyship's most humble, most obedient. 

And most obliged servantt ' 

SalUbury, Slst Oct I696. 

• The marquis of Halifax laid of bishop Bvanet,—** He 
makes many enemies, by setting an ill-natured example of 
living, wliieh they are not inclined to follow. His indifRn- 
ence for preferment, his contempt not only of splendor, bat 
of all unnecessary plenty, his d^prading hinuelf into the 
Idlest and most painful duties of his calling, are such im- 
pcelatieal qualities, that, let him. be never so orthodox .in 
other tidngi, in these he must be a ^ssenter. Virtues of 
siidb a stamp are -so many heresies in the opinion of those 
divines who have softened the primitive ii^unctioaa, so a^ 
to make them suit better with the present frailty of man* 
kind. No wonder then, if they are angry,- since it is.in their 
own defence ; or that firom a principle of self-preservation 
they should endeavour to suppress a man whose parts an 
shame, and whose life is a scandal to them."— Both he and 
Tillotson, as well as many other Christian bisho^^^ ^rai;^ 
MYtne to pluralities and vowffiAABMlt^ 
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have told you the provision I would make for 
curates. I have met with a paper signed by Mr. 
Moriu to my father, in which he engages to allow 
the curate at. Kingsworthy fifty pounds a year ; and 
that at Stratton, who served Popham also, thirty 
pounds a year ; Northington is not mentioned in it. 
Now, sir, I would, in short, have the same stipends, 
as this ^aper signifies were formerly agreed on, to 
be honestly made good by the next incumbent, and 
daring my pleasure. There will be ten pounds a 
year more coming in to him than has been formerly,* 
and as much to the curate who serves Stratton ; for 
a few years ago my dear lord added twenty pounds a 
year, during his will to do so, to be so divided, and 
without a very justifiable reason I shall not with- 
hold it ; and forty shillings a year more to the vicar, 
upon an agreement for some orchards taken into 
the park. 
Fropi this long digression I return to my qnes- 
' tion, which arises from this. purpose of mine that I 
muit ofier to you. I know it is a thing required by 
nuuiy to take a bond for resigning at the patron'^ 
pleasure. I have no dispomtion at all to do so ; but 
to this I have, that I would have a bond to perform - 
th^e conditions to the curates, unless I dispense 
wiUi him ; and also, that in case of non-residence, 
he shall jresign to me.* For the case often happens, 
they get another liring, and the situation it may be- 
more {feasant ; then put in a curate for a small 6ti« 

* Aatidenee wcyuld, at the ooandl of Trent, have beea 
dedared to be Jure dUnno, which the po\^ h\\4wM ^cjKiitf^ 
not dispenae with, but that it was ovei-t\)iVe^^>'S \:bAVfiac6«B&«» 
of hit csreaturea; to that« however VsAuXedL ci&\ri woa 
biabop§, Cbejr prevented its being to Aeete«8i. 
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ner, to the best of their services;' in which I 
earnestly desire my son Bedford may exceed, as he 
has been first, and early honoured with the marlu 
of your favour : and I hope I may live to see yonr 
nuyesty has bestowed one more upon him, who ap- 
pears to me to have no other ambition, except what 
he prefers above all others, making himself accept* 
able to your majesty, and living in your good opi- 
nion. 

I presume to say, I beUeve there is no fiwlt in his 
intentions of duty towards your majesty, nor, I 
trust, ever will be ; and that as his years increase, 
his performances will better declare the faithful- 
ness of his mind, which will hugely enlarge the 
comforts of 

Your majesty's^most humble, mast dutiful. 
And most obedient servant. 

N. B. Lady Russell's endorsement on the fore- 
going letter, is in these words : 

To thekkii, 1701-2, dhwtfir9t o/Marchy and/mid 
in his pocket when dead. 
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idned he could not pray his prayers. To what . 
irered, he said, he wished for more time to 
vp his accoonts with God ; then with re- 
rance to his sisters, and telling me how good 
ind his wife had been to him, and that he 
1 hare been glad to have expressed himself to 
iiid something to xj^e and my doable kindness 
wife, and so died away. There seemed nft 
uicy to leave this world, patient and easy the 
time, and I believe knew his danger, but,ioath 
ive those by him, delayed what he might have 
Bat why all this ? The decree is p^ . I do 
k yoar prayers ; I know you offer them with 
ity to oar Almighty God for 

Yoar afflicted kinswoman. 

», mi. 

CL. 

TO THE EARL OF GALWAV. 
LORD, 

B been for some weeks often resolved, and a» 
unresolved, if I would or would not engage 
I subject I cannot speak to without some emo- 
!mt I cannot suffer your being a stranger to 
lat very near concerns me : yet before I could 
« myself to do it, concluded the article not a 
to you, such care having Vy one side been 
» as tb let it be a visiting day affair, whether 
t the D. of R«*«* had not fixed a teoon!! 

marriages are.ao 'wn t«tVi^\>. ^^ ^^^"^^ 
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now I would begin to him. , I did so. Which pof 
!8 both in some disorder, bat 1 beUeye he toolc, as 

meant it, kindly. 

A decency in time was all I expected. The pcar- 
on is sister to the present lord Sherard ; the other 
later had been a widow to a lord Erwin, and some 
lears ago married a brother of the dnchess of Bnt- 
and, a Mr. Noel,* who has been a companion to 
lis nephew ever since onr sorrowful time. Here is 
k general opinion that the lord St. John f is gone 
Paris ; some will suppose it is to try if the French 
jng vnU. come up to the terms the Dutch will ac- 
«pt. 

5tb August, 1718. 

CLI. 

TO THE EARL OF OALWAY. 

The change of your secretary is much to the ad- 
antage of the reader ; it would be so to you, I con- 
bide, if I did not choose to be my own ; but when 

write as I do to you, the amusement is more 
greeable to myself, aud I assure myself you will 
lake it so to you, if you can find what I mean to 
ay ; for I know I am exceeding apt to miss words 

meant to put down. However, unless the busi- 

• John ffoAl brother to the duduBM of Rutland, married 
Siabeth, eldest sister to Bennet^earl of Harborough, and 
Idow of Edward Ingram, Tiioount ImVn, Vn ^cnfCttsA. 
f Lord St. John, afterwards ^Ucounl Bo\Vik|^sc(^«t ^ 
nifibrlilf jiiareia thepeaeeoC Utsec^t* tec 
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bot ta cut that short, it is entailed, imd I must leai 
it so. The warrener must be bribed, not me. 

I am thankful to God I have made an end betwee 
Mr. Sp * * * and myself, &c Now as I am 1 
answer for Mr. Sp * * * who was an accountant t 
one, being employed by me so ; there is this artid 
between him and me, that if at any time t^ere is 
discovery of any money, or debtxdue to him, I bai 
the title to it, and not be, let it be much or little. 

After many offers and endeavours by counsel an 
without, I came to this agreement : — He was t 
make a dear and full discovery of all he is wortl 
lands, leases, monies, goods, debts, &c. Then 1 
who was to have the whole in me, allow back t 
him what I think will be a subsistence to him, hi 
wife, and children : and so I have done. Swearin 
is what I desire to excuse ; for it is possible h 
might be tempted to proceed in doing ill, and I m 
the better ; and- if he had sworn truth, as othei 
professed they would not believe him, though I ai 
lesB^ free in the professing of it, 1 might 'hav< 
doubted : then why provoke him to sin ? 

What has been urged to me over and over agaii 
many times, has no force in it ; which was, ths 
they would undertake, and are sure he could concef 
ten thousand pounds, which I should never discovei 
dther in this nation or India. My answer is, if 1 
cannot ever be found, it is to me as if it were not 
and if I had any opinion of a conjurer^ (as we ca! 
them) I would not seek it that way. So what 
i^yproved best of, I chose. 

That if a discovery be made woL\.^\\.\^\ftTK!^^a» 

Now the Arm he has-from Ta\a fafcYiBs, ^«^\^^^' 

« yeur, I could not come 9Xy «Ml wnsia^ ««t^ 
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more at rest asto all my worldly concerns. Here 
I ask of lord Galway • • • • 
Saturday, l6 August, 171?* 

CLII. 
TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

I HAVE before me, my good lord, two of your let- 
ters : both, partially andi tenderly kind, and coming 
from a sincere heart and hone^ mind, (the last a 
plain word, but, if I mistake not, very significant) 
are very comfortable to me, who I hope have no 
proud thoughts of myself, as to any sort. The 
opimon of an esteemed friend, that one is not very 
wrong, assists to strengthen a weak and willing 
mind to do her duty towards that Almighty Being, 
who has from infinite bounty and goodness so che- 
quered my days on this earth, as I can thankfully 
reflect I have felt many, I may say many years, of 
pure, and, I trust, innocent, pleasant content, and 
happy enjoyments as this world can afford, par- 
ticularly that biggest blessing of loving and being 
loved by those I loved and respected : on earth no 
enjoyment certainly to be put in balance >vith it. 
All other are like wine, intoxicates for a time, but 
the end is bitterness, at least not profitable. Mr. 
Waller (whose picture you Jook upon) has, I long 
remember, these words — 

All we know they do above, 

Jb, that they sing, vsA lYoX lihrj Vs^«« 

♦ Conduiion In anothex "v«p« twA.1c?<mA- 



enjoyed without mu.^^. 

The queen has ap[K>iiited V 
drawing-room, and several tabl 
there was none till yesterday, ant 
I know not. 

I heard a lady say yesterday, thi 
had turned away four servants fo 
buttles, and that she had tast 
which was very good.* 



CLIII. 

TO THE EARL OF 

There is no post-day I do m 
disposed to take my pen, and « 
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from bodily pains, which so many better than I 
suffer : at this age I have attained there are few 
more exempt. 

Selwood tells me your appearance is very com- 
fortable, and if I get to Hampshire I trust I shall 
see it so. Sure this season is a trial ; for although 
it is a customary thing to complain of seasons, yet 
in my opinion this is an extraordinary one : I have 
not wanted to observe (except while I enjoyed lady 
Betty Norton's* company, who gave me much of her 
time) that from the first day of March to this, there 
hath not been twenty-four hours without mvcli 
rain, snow, or hail. It keeps lord Devon froi|i 
Newmarket, which he expects would be of use if 
he could get thither. He is put into a co^ch, and 
IS carried on the stones, but cannot use his feet to 
go ; it is a melancholy sight to see a young man so 
seized, but his patience keeps an equality with his 
trials. A just measure of patience in all one suffers 
(I conclude yourself proves it very notoriously from 
'a variety of instances) may it ever be a comfort 19 
our best hours ! and then how ravishing the grea^ 
day of the Lord ! the day of recompense ! for such 
we are allowed to call it ! Madame Goveme's 
brother being dead, madame may dispose of his 
wealth as she thinks good in France, &c. 

] 4 April, 1715. 

* Daughter of lord Gaineborough* (by Elisabeth, sister to 
lady Russell) married to Norton, esq. 



lADY Russell's lbtters. 143 

CLV. 

OP OF LICHFIELD AND COVENTRY* 
TO LADY RUSSELL. 

M, 

D have done myself this honour long since, 
have had the vanity to think I knew any 
bich would not come to yonr ladyship by 
mds ; but you, madam, have account of the 
tportant matters from persons who cannot 
ved; and, 1 am sure, you are above the 
f those common things which supply tlie 
d conversation of the town, 
ot, however, leave this place (which I pur- 
lo on Monday next) -without presenting my 
uble respects to your ladyship, and my sin- 
yers to Almighty Ood for health and ha^ 
> yourself and all yourt. 
e a place which is now pretty empty rince 
i family went to Hampton-court, where the 
anner in which the king lives makes it the 
uiji, not only of the ministers and great 
t of the people of all ranks and conditions. 

openly and with company every day, and 
Ity of the sight draws a mighty concourse, 
long a reserve, we may easily imagine how 
constraint he puts upon himself; but he 

does a right thing, for by this means his 
ich speaks nothing but what is great 'and ^ 

_ • 

Hough, afterwards called the good biihop of W«x- 
itly promoted the RevoLutiaii^ ^«Qk.l&!»^^«vv^* 



-— — »^%^^%r%,A fj 



f ! • 1 depends the establis] 

hai-e already felt ho 



I 



shakeD us ; but there 
pearaoce that way : t 
. I dark side of our prosp 

j has already carried so 

j onr own heads, one 

heavy this may fall.* 
! I ' where I resolve to ma] 

as possible, for they ] 
thooght,and raise app 
by an hundred ways u 
may please to disappc 
your ladyship, because : 
very few who can ma 
using them as occasion < 
lie welfai e, without suff 
or disturb your mind. 

Give me leave, madi 
piuess your own soul 
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jg leave to present my most humble service to 
lord Galway. My wife's humble duty attends 
adyship ; and we are both fiill of acknowledge 
for the fine piece of venison yoa were please^ 
id us. 



CLVI. 

TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

e fine season conlinnes, (for such I esteem a 
ne) I slacken in my scribbUng ; the piire ur 
abundAntly.jexceeds my tattle under the roof^ 
^h very well meant to you^ whether sent in the 
:h or English tongue. But although your 
[lip spoke as well as you possibly could do of 
rencli, if you did it to encourage my use of it, 
all be under a small disappointment, for I in* 
to keep my credit, and meddle no more, unless 
nking, as I really did then, and occasion no 
rd between us. Any partiality for that country 
lave discharged sufficiently long since, and the 
is come to do the Uke to this wie at present 
n. That there is a more sure abiding one, is 
elieving Christian's comfort, and to attain that 
i our daily endeavour, and those that seek shall 
in due time : it is ablesdng worthy the wuting 
(&c.) 

u 1717— 18) and not at proxy for the diike of York, 
p of Osnabrxig, hU unde} on which the king, was 
ased. But by this letter it appears there was a"^ dis- 
ment before. 

L. II. H 



Ibu tken wm. Mom tfti 
vnkB ifUdi iMHd ft bIh 
*• wii adnp 1 tt «M abiN 

iaB,B] 

CLV& 



Wbm 1 mttye in lofi e 
Uttle iriMt I ptt doini,M 
gtiGCi vcm to ferfrlt ^m 
dU I do thM, tela M> fnr 1 1 
pciBt ^ Ktad U M ou*. 1 
body WBt tot bat the p«i 
Aliai^iQ Odd CM M*er t* 



etend^l Is nd a tbOTi 



I caa tnlf grine kl Oa I 
'whkb.ta aU I wU Nf, « 
I ban laqalied fr«m Dr. m 

tbb ditrl ^e §•;«, In a wi 
Id the matey of obt Ckid, a] 
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10 i¥lth time. As I condnde you do not want my 
leports, 80 I enlai'ge not upon them ; bnt take my 
fay to lady Essex^* where all miist be hushed. 
}he is a good woman, yet not without a but ;~ and 
irhere is her that is not ? Let every one look into 
tis own heart. I like to scribble longer, but want 
»f day-light at home, and disappointment abroad, 
aake it convenient to sign, as I most sincerely do, 
fiectionate to your service in every respect. 

December l£. 

CLvm. 

TO THE EARL OF OALWAY. 

r is to divert my own thoughts rather than yours 
take a pen, for as to reports, or rather unpleasing 
ruths, I let them pass. The king and the good 
rincess met as she was going or coming back from 
er dying child. Her conduct I hear none con- 
emn ; but who is there that never was faulty, or 
ikes not a wrong step? My very long acquidntance, , 
idy Essex, is no longer in this world, but not to be 
imented in relation to herself, being certainly sln- 
erely devout in those points we ought to make 
or biggest care. She has done, I believe, prudently 
Mr her daughter, as circumstances stand. There 
t nothing delays miss Hoskins changing her name, 
nt the act of parliament, which now is thought 
ecessary in all cases almost^f 

^ Widow of Arthur, end of Enex. Her dnighter married 

ke earl of Carliale. 

t The 4th year of George I. an act 1<« wWft\n%^Oi»«^«*«* 



be kindJy welcome 
l>e at jour Rookie 
™»nl^d, grant , 
n]»ii earth, before 
So doea desire and 
tionwe cousin, and 
utmost of her «bilii 

The two htt let 
«w ten, to hare I 
«* lady RnsieU waa 
extreme old age— L 
1b her erth year 
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is I was reading in my doset, the door being 
i, on a sadden the candle and candlesticic 
;d off the table, a hissing fire ran on the floor, 
ifter a short time left some paper in a flame, 
1 with my foot T put into the chimney, to pre- 
mischief; then sat down in the dark to con* 

whence this event could come. I knew my 
and windows were fast, and there was no 
)pen into the closet but by the chimney ; and 
something should come down there, and strike 
andle off the table in that strange manner, I 
^ed impossible. After I had wearied myself 

thinking to no purpose, I rang my bell : the 
at in waiting, when I toldiiim what had hap- 
I, begged pardon for having by mistake given 
i candle, with a gunpowder squib in it, which 
ntended to make sport among the fellow ser- 

on a rejoicing day."* 

r ladyship bade tiim not to be troubled at the 
IT, for she had no other concern about it than 
of not finding out the c^use. 

Tho. Sblwood. 

• In the leign of bng William III. 
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